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SJ MP-I 04.09.2025
MORN.SITHARAMAN-GST REFORMS

The GST Council has approved the rate rationalisation with a focus on
the common man, labour-intensive industries, farmers and agriculture,
health, and key drivers of the economy. Briefing the media in New Delhi last
night, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that the Goods and Services
Tax on common man and middle-class items has been reduced from 18 per
cent or 12 per cent to 5 per cent. She informed that the GST Council approved
exemption of GST on all individual life insurance policies, whether term life,
ULIP or endowment policies, all individual health insurance policies, including
family floater policies and policies for senior citizens and reinsurance thereof.
All these changes will come into effect from the 22nd of this month, the first
day of Navratri. Ms Sitharaman said this move aims to make insurance
affordable for the common man and increase insurance coverage in the
country.

[S/B-Sitharaman]

The Finance Minister further announced the reduction of GST from 12
per cent to NIL on 33 life-saving drugs and medicines, and from 5 per cent to
NIL on three life-saving drugs used for the treatment of cancer, rare diseases,
and other severe chronic conditions. GST on all other drugs and medicines
has been reduced from 12 per cent to 5 per cent. The GST on various medical
apparatus and devices used for medical, surgical, dental, or veterinary
purposes, or for physical and chemical analysis, has also been reduced from
18 per cent to 5 per cent.

[S/B-Sitharaman]

The Finance Minister informed that items such as hair oil, toilet soap,

soap bars, shampoos, toothbrushes, toothpaste, bicycles, tableware,



kitchenware, and other household articles will now have only 5 per cent GST.
She further said that GST on ultra-high temperature milk, chena and paneer
has been reduced to zero from 5 per cent, while all Indian breads will now see
a nil rate. Ms. Sitharaman also announced that GST on food items such as
namkeen, bhujia, sauces, pasta, instant noodles, chocolates, coffee,
preserved meat, cornflakes, butter and ghee has been reduced from 12 per
cent or 18 per cent to 5 per cent.
[S/B-Sitharaman]

The Minister added that the GST slab on items like air-conditioning
machines, televisions above 32 inches, all types of TVs, dishwashing
machines, small cars and motorcycles has been lowered to 18 per cent from
28 per cent.

Ms Sitharaman said that labour-intensive industries have given strong
support, while farmers and the agriculture sector will also benefit from the
decisions. She said, the GST on all agricultural equipment has been reduced
from 12 per cent to 5 per cent.

(S/B-Sitharaman)
The Finance Minister further said that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi set the tone for the next generation of tax reforms and ensured that
people receive benefits at the earliest. She said that the government has
corrected inverted duty structure issues, resolved classification-related
matters, and ensured greater stability and predictability in the GST regime.

The 56th Meeting of the GST Council was held in New Delhi under the
chairmanship of the Finance Minister. The Council deliberated on India’s
next-generation GST reforms, including rationalisation of tax rates and
simplification of compliance. Union Minister of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary, Chief Ministers of Delhi, Goa, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir,
Meghalaya and Odisha were present in the meeting. Deputy Chief Ministers
of Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Telangana, Governor of
Manipur and Finance Ministers of several States and Union Territories also
participated in the meeting.
<><>cb/PALLAVI/MAIL/0414HRS

SJ MP-1 04.09.2025
MORN.PM- GST

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has hailed the next-generation reforms
in GST announced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. In a social media



post, Mr. Modi said that the government has decided to cut GST rates, which
will benefit the common man, farmers, MSMEs, middle-class, women and
youth. He added that the government had prepared a detailed proposal for
broad-based GST rate rationalisation and process reforms, aimed at ease of
living. He highlighted that these reforms will ensure ease of doing business
for all, especially small traders and businesses. The Prime Minister recalled
that during his Independence Day Speech, he had spoken about the
government's intention to bring the Next-Generation reforms in GST.

<><>ISHANI/SAMARTH/RAHISUDDIEN/0422HRS

SANJIO EP-I 03-09-2025
PM- SEMICON SUMMIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today interacted with leading Chief
Executive Officers (CEOs) from the world of semiconductors during SEMICON
India 2025 being organised at Yashobhoomi in New Delhi. The Prime Minister
in a social media post said that all CEOs' confidence in India’s potential is
evident and they are betting big on India as a global hub for semiconductor
innovation and manufacturing. Mr. Modi said that he talked about India's
relentless reform journey in this sector, which includes building robust
infrastructure and emphasis on skilling as well as innovation.
<><>RAHISUDDIEN/2039
SJ MP-1 04.09.2025

PM - SINGAPORE PM MEET

Prime Minister Modi will meet Prime Minister of Singapore Lawrence
Wong today in New Delhi to review the robust and multifaceted cooperation
between the two nations. During the visit, the Singapore Prime Minister will
also call on President Droupadi Murmu. A report:

[ VC - Adarsh / dubbing ]

The visit will provide an opportunity for both Prime Ministers to review
the robust and multifaceted cooperation between the two nations, setting the
path for future collaborations. The two Prime Ministers will also engage on
regional and international issues of mutual interest. External Affairs Minister
Dr S Jaishankar and other dignitaries are also scheduled to call on Prime
Minister Wong during the course of the visit.

The External Affairs Ministry said that the visit of Prime Minister Wong




coincides with the 60th anniversary of India-Singapore diplomatic relations
and reaffirms the continued commitment of both countries to further
strengthen this partnership. The Ministry further highlighted that Singapore
[s an important partner for India, including in the Act East’ policy, and the
bilateral ties between the two nations were elevated to a Comprehensive
Strategic _Partnership during Prime Minister Modi’s Singapore Vvisit _in
September last year.

This is Prime Minister Wong’s first visit to India in his capacity as
Singapore’s Prime Minister. He is accompanied by his spouse and a high-level
delegation including Cabinet Ministers and Senior Officials. Adarsh for
Akashvani News, Delhi.

<><>ADARSH/0632

SJ MP-I 4-09-2025
PRADHAN-ANGANWADI

Union Minister of Education Dharmendra Pradhan and Union Minister of
Women and Child Development Annapurna Devi launched the Guidelines
for Co-location of Anganwadi Centres with Schools at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi. Mr. Pradhan said that the step will ensure complete care for every
mother and child, and strengthen the foundation of learning in line with the
National Education Policy 2020. He emphasised the role of Anganwadi
workers as the first teachers in a child’s life and stressed the use of AI and
technology in teaching Indian languages.

He also added that guidelines focus on the smooth transition of children
from Anganwadis to schools, better health and nutrition, and higher retention
in primary education. The Minister also announced that within three years,
nearly 2 lakh schools across India will be connected with broadband,
enhancing digital learning. Mr. Pradhan also highlights community
participation and integration of initiatives like NIPUN Bharat and Poshan Bhi
Padhai Bhi.
<><>ISHANI/ADARSH/0445
SANJIO EP-I 03-09-2025
EVE. IMD WEATHER



The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy to very
heavy rainfall, with isolated extremely heavy rainfall at some places over
Gujarat tomorrow. The IMD has also predicted heavy to very heavy rainfall
over parts of Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Konkan, and Goa.
Similar weather conditions are also very likely over northern parts of the
country, including Uttarakhand, Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh, and Jammu and Kashmir, for the next two to three days.

The weather agency has also forecast thunderstorms, lightning, and
gusty winds over South Interior Karnataka and Telangana. Similar conditions
are expected to prevail over the eastern parts of the country. Meanwhile,
Delhi-NCR continued to witness heavy to very heavy rainfall throughout the
day today.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOSYELnNnD9Sk&list=PLeEHd
98fYDxi9-3IPf3zvvczH4Rsbk6cz
<><>PALLAVI/ISHANI/ 2040 HRS
SJ MP-I 04.09.2025
PUNJAB- SHIVRAJ SINGH CHAUHAN

Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shivrajraj Singh
Chauhan is visiting Punjab today to take stock of the flood ravaged Punjab.
The Union Minister will be visiting some villages of the most affected districts
of Amritsar, Gurdaspur and Kapurthala. He will also be meeting affected
people in these districts. It has been learnt that after visiting the affected
areas, the Minister will be convening a high level meeting of the concerned
officials of state and central government and others. He has said that the
Central government is standing with Punjab in this hour of crisis.
<><>Rajesh Bali/Jalandhar/0438 HRS

SANJIO EP-I 03-09-2025
HARSH MALHOTRA - IIT CANCER

Union Minister Harsh Malhotra today stressed over early detection of
cancer as India suffers with the highest number of cancer among children. He
also urged people to think about diagnosis and precise treatment of cancer in
the country. Mr Malhotra said this while addressing the launch event of a
cancer care centre in New Delhi. This centre is developed by Indian Institute
of Technology Madras along with a private company. He further said that
Swastha Safal Bharat or a Healthy and successful India is the top priority in
the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047. While praising the centre, the Minister said



that the IIT Madras has developed labs for doing research on genetics, genes
and genomes to find out how cancer can be treated precisely.

SB - Harsh Malhotra (IN GNR MAIL)

<><>SAMARTH/ADARSH/2102 HRS

S) MP-1 04.09.2025
CHHATTISGARH - MAOISTS SURRENDERED

In Chhattisgarh, twenty Maoists including nine women surrendered in
Sukma district. A reward of thirty-three lakh rupees had been announced on
them. These Maoists surrendered at the office of the Superintendent of
Police, Sukma yesterday, in the presence of Deputy Inspector General of
CRPF Rajesh Kumar Pandey, Superintendent of Police Kiran Chavan, and
other senior officials. Superintendent of Police Kiran Chavan said that the
surrendered Maoists were allegedly involved in several incidents of violence.
<><><> VIKALP SHUKLA/RAIPUR/MAIL/0439/HRS
S) MP-II 04.09.2025
ASIA CUP RESULT

The second Super 4 stage match between India and Korea in the Asia
Cup Hockey Championship ended in a 2-2 draw last evening at the Rajgir
Sports Complex Stadium in Bihar. India took an early 1-0 lead in the first half,
but soon lost momentum and rhythm as the game progressed. Despite
earning multiple penalty corners, the Indian team failed to convert them
against a resilient Korean defense. In contrast, Korea made the most of their
opportunities, successfully converting both a penalty stroke and a penalty
corner to take the lead of 2-1. Trailing until the third quarter, India managed
to equalize through a brilliant field goal by Mandeep Singh, leveling the score
at 2-2. With the draw, both teams earned one point each. India will now face
Malaysia in their next Super 4 stage encounter, scheduled for today at 7:30
PM at Rajgir Sports Complex Stadium.
<><><>DHARMENDRA/PATNA/MAIL/0453/ HRS



