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SITHARAMAN-GST REFORMS

The GST Council has approved the rate rationalisation with a focus on
the common man, labour-intensive industries, farmers and agriculture,
health, and key drivers of the economy. Briefing the media in New Delhi last
night, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that the Goods and Services
Tax on common man and middle-class items has been reduced from 18 per
cent or 12 per cent to 5 per cent. Rationalizing the indirect tax structure, the
GST Council also cut the current four slabs down to two by scrapping the 12
per cent and 28 per cent rates, while retaining the 5 per cent and 18 per cent
slabs.

[S/B - SITHARAMAN STABILITY - 29 SECS]

All these changes will come into effect from the 22nd of this month, the

first day of Navratri. Ms Sitharaman said this move aims to make insurance



affordable for the common man and increase insurance coverage in the
country.

The Finance Minister further announced the reduction of GST from 12
per cent to NIL on 33 life-saving drugs and medicines, and from 5 per cent to
NIL on three life-saving drugs used for the treatment of cancer, rare diseases,
and other severe chronic conditions. GST on all other drugs and medicines
has been reduced from 12 per cent to 5 per cent.

The Finance Minister informed that items such as hair oil, toilet soap,
soap bars, shampoos, toothbrushes, toothpaste, bicycles, tableware,
kitchenware, and other household articles will now have only 5 per cent GST.
She further said that GST on ultra-high temperature milk, chena and paneer
has been reduced to zero from 5 per cent, while all Indian breads will now see
a nil rate.

The Minister added that the GST slab on items like air-conditioning
machines, televisions above 32 inches, all types of TVs, dishwashing
machines, small cars and motorcycles has been lowered to 18 per cent from
28 per cent.

Ms Sitharaman said, the GST on all agricultural equipment has been
reduced from 12 per cent to 5 per cent.

[S/B- FIN NIRMALA ON BENEFITS - ]
<><><>

SJ MP-1 04.09.2025
MORN.PM- GST

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has hailed the next-generation reforms
in GST announced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. In a social media
post, Mr. Modi said that the government has decided to cut GST rates, which
will benefit the common man, farmers, MSMEs, middle-class, women and
youth. He added that the government had prepared a detailed proposal for
broad-based GST rate rationalisation and process reforms, aimed at ease of
living. He highlighted that these reforms will ensure ease of doing business
for all, especially small traders and businesses. The Prime Minister recalled
that during his Independence Day Speech, he had spoken about the
government's intention to bring the Next-Generation reforms in GST.

<><>ISHANI/SAMARTH/RAHISUDDIEN/0422HRS



MANOGYAN DP-I 04.09.2025
INDIA - SINGAPORE MEETING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is holding delegation level talks with his
Singaporean counterpart Lawrence Wong in New Delhi. Mr Wong is on a
three-day visit to India at the invitation of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
During the meeting, both sides are expected to discuss the entire gamut of
bilateral relations between the two countries and issues of mutual interest.

Earlier in the morning, External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar today
called on Prime Minister of Singapore Lawrence Wong in New Delhi. Dr
Jaishankar appreciated his constant encouragement for the strengthening of
India-Singapore ties. He expressed confidence that the talks between Prime
Minister Modi and the Prime Minister of Singapore will chart a roadmap for
the contemporary ties between the two nations.

The visit of Prime Minister Wong coincides with the 60th anniversary of
India-Singapore diplomatic relations and reaffirms the continued
commitment of both countries to further strengthen this partnership. The
visit also provides an opportunity for the Prime Ministers of both nations to
engage on regional and international issues of mutual interest. External
Affairs Ministry said that Singapore is an important partner for India,
including in the Act East’ policy, and the bilateral ties between the two nations
were elevated to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Singapore visit in September last year.

<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1149
SJ MP-1 04.09.2025
SHAH - GST REFORMS

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has called GST rate cuts as a historic
decision which will bring huge relief to the poor and middle class, farmers,
MSMEs, women and youth. In a social media post, Mr Shah said that by
simplifying the system and reducing the burden on common citizens, these
reforms will not only ensure ease of living but also give a big boost to ease of
doing business, especially for small traders and entrepreneurs.
<><>ADARSH/0735

MANOGYAN DP-I 04.09.2025
NADDA - HEALTH GST REFORMS

Union Health Minister J P Nadda has said that the GST reforms will
reduce healthcare costs and improve the lives of people. In a social media
post, Mr Nadda said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Next Generation GST



reforms reaffirm the government's commitment to the poor and middle class.
He said, the GST on 36 life saving drugs, including cancer and rare diseases
tratment has been reduced to zero percent. Mr Nadda said, GST has been
exempted from health and life insurance. He also informed that GST on
medicines, medical devices and diagnostics have also been reduced. The
Minister said, the decision marks a giant step towards affordable healthcare
for all.
<><>DIPENDRA/1056

MANOGYAN::JATIN DP-I 04.09.2025
PUNJAB AGRLICULTURE MINISTER

Union Agriculture Minister, Shivraj Singh Chauhan has arrived in Punjab
to take stock of the present situation of this severely flood affected border
state. Our Jalandhar Correspondent reports that Punjab Governor, Gulab
Chand Kataria, has submitted a detailed report to the Minister on the flood
situation in five most affected districts of the state inclduing Amritsar,
Pathankot, Gurdaspur, Tarn Taran and Ferozepur. He has also apprised the
Agriculture Minister about the ground realities in these areas, highlighting the
extensive damage caused to life, property, crops, and infrastructure and the
relief and rehabilitation measures being taken by state government in
coordination with various agencies. Sh. Chauhan is on a day-long visit to
Punjab, today, to meet the flood-affected people and assess their immediate
requirements. He will be visiting villages in Amritsar, Gurdaspur and
Kapurthala before convening a review meeting of the concerned officials of
centre and state government. He has assured full support from the Union
Government in providing necessary assistance to the State for speedy relief
and rehabilitation.
<><><>RAJESH BALI/JALANDHAR/MAIL/1041 HRS

MANOGYAN DP-I 04.09.2025
DELHI - YAMUNA RIVER

The water level of the Yamuna River in Delhi continues to remain above
the danger mark today. The water level has risen due to continuous
moderate to heavy rainfall in the national capital for the past few days. As a
precaution, people living in low-lying areas have already been rescued and
shifted to safer places. The water level is flowing above the danger level at
over 207 metres. Heavy traffic is being witnessed at Kashmere Gate due to
waterlogging. Delhi Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa has said that the Delhi



government is continuously monitoring the situation. He said, the situation is
currently under control.
<><>DIPENDRA/1108

SJ:DIVYA MP-I 04.09.2025
IMD - WEATHER

The Indian Metrological Department has issued red alert for extremely
heavy to heavy rainfall in the Gujarat region for next three days and for west
Madhya Pradesh till tomorrow. According to IMD, Isolated heavy rainfall likely
over the places of Vidarbha, Chhattisgarh and Odisha. The met department
has also issued orange alert for heavy to very heavy rainfall over East
Rajasthan, Konkan & Goa, Madhya Maharashtra and West Madhya Pradesh.
The met department has predicted that thunderstorm accompanied with
lightning and gusty winds very likely at isolated places over South Interior
Karnataka and Telangana. Light to moderate rainfall with light thunderstorm
and lightning has been continues since last night in different part of Delhi
NCR. ><>ADARSH/ADITYA/0740



