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Rajnath Singh

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that Interoperability and
jointness among the Armed forces have become operational necessities in
the 21st century. Speaking at the Tri-Services Seminar in New Delhi today,
Mr Singh underlined that threats have become far more complex. He said
that during Operation Sindoor, India demonstrated a remarkable display of
jointness in its air defence, which proved to be decisive.

He highlighted that the Indian Air Force’s Integrated Air Command and
Control System, seamlessly integrated with the Indian Army’s Akashteer
and the Indian Navy’s Trigun, formed the fundamental basis of this
success. Mr Singh added that the tri-service synergy of these systems
created a unified, real-time operational picture, enabling commanders to
make accurate and timely decisions.

INDIA- TEPA: India-European Free Trade Association(EFTA) Trade and
Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) will come into effect from
tomorrow. The agreement was signed on 10th of March last year in New
Delhi. EFTA is an important regional group, with several growing
opportunities for enhancing international trade in goods and services. EFTA
countries are Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland and among



them Switzerland is the largest trading partner of India followed by
Norway.Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement is a modern and
ambitious agreement that incorporates, for the first time in any Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) signed by India which is a commitment linked to
investment and job creation. The agreement focuses on market access
related to goods, trade facilitation, investment promotion, market access
on services, intellectual property rights, trade and sustainable
development. Under it, EFTA's market access covers 100 percent of non-
agri products and tariff concession on Processed Agricultural Products.The
agreement also offers binding commitment of 100 billion US dollar
investment in India in the next 15 years. It will also facilitate generation of
one million direct jobs through such investment.The TEPA will empower
India’s exporters by providing access to specialized inputs and create
conducive trade and investment environment. This would boost exports of
Indian made goods as well as provide opportunities for services sector to
access more markets.

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

Ministry of Culture, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat has emphasized India’s
commitment to cultural rights and strengthening the creative for equitable
growth. The minister served as the chair of the Asia-Pacific group at the
World Conference on Cultural Policies and Sustainable Development
(MONDIACULT ) held in Spain. The event, convened by UNESCO, brought
together Ministers and cultural leaders from across the world to shape the
future of global cultural policy. Beside the conference, the Minister held
bilateral meetings with counterparts from Spain, Iran, Norway, Colombia,
and Greece. In a statement, Ministry of Culture said that these discussions
centered on enhancing cooperation in heritage conservation, creative
industries, museums, and the performing arts. India’s participation at
MONDIACULT 2025 reaffirmed its unwavering commitment to global



cultural dialogue and to advancing culture as a cornerstone of sustainable
and inclusive development.

EARLY BIHAR FINAL VOTERS LIST: The Election Commission of India
has released the final voter list today as part of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) in poll-bound Bihar. It is available on its official website of
the commission. According to the office of the Chief Electoral Officer (CEO)
of Bihar, physical copies of the electoral roll will be made available with all
District Election Officers-cum-District Magistrates.

ANDHRA PRADESH - GST: The Andhra Pradesh government has
launched a comprehensive awareness campaign titled ‘Super GST - Super
Savings’, to ensure the benefits of GST 2.0 reach every household. The
initiative aims to educate citizens about the benefits of GST reforms
through a series of awareness programmes across the State. The State
government has planned a series of events starting from September 30 to
October 19, covering sectors such as agriculture, Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs), handlooms, aquaculture, education, insurance,
electronics, e-commerce, construction, tourism, hospitality, transportation,
logistics, sports equipment, renewable energy, and automobiles.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OLDER PERSONS: Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment will celebrate the International Day of Older Persons 2025 in
New Delhi tomorrow. The Ministry in a statement said that the programme
will highlight the governments’ commitment to create a dignified and
enabling ecosystem for senior citizens emphasizing on the theme of Ageing
with Dignity. It will promote the holistic development of senior citizens
through collaboration, innovation, and senior citizens-centric welfare
programmes. During the event, Memorandum of Understanding will be
signed between Defence Ministry, Telecommunications Consultants India



Limited and Birla Open Minds Foundation. Along with that Naitik Patam-a
game to promote inter-generational bonding will also be launched.

PM NADDA-MALHOTRA: President Droupadi Murmu, Vice-President C.P.
Radhakrishnan and Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid their last respect to
veteran BJP leader Vijay Kumar Malhotra at his residence in New Delhi
today. 93 years old veteran BJP leader passed away this morning at the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in New Delhi. He was the first
president of the BIP's Delhi Unit. Expressing grief over the demise of Vijay
Kumar Malhotra, in a social media post, the Vice President said, He was an
outstanding leader, widely respected for his deep understanding of
people’s concerns. He added that Mr Malhotra’s invaluable contributions to
public life, including in the field of sports administration, will always be
remembered. Mr Modi said that he was an outstanding leader with a
deep understanding of people’s issues. The Prime Minister also recalled his
vital contribution to strengthening the BJP in Delhi. Mr Modi also conveyed
his condolences to Vijay Kumar Malhotra's family and admirers. Meanwhile,
Former President Ram Nath Kovind, Union Home Minister Amit Shah, BIP
President Jagat Prakash Nadda and other party leaders paid tributes to Mr
Malhotra at his residence. In a social media post, Mr Shah said that as the
President of Delhi BIP, the Leader of the Opposition in the Delhi Legislative
Assembly, or as a people's representative, Mr Malhotra served the country
and the people of Delhi in every role. Mr Nadda recalled that Vijay Kumar
Malhotra was known for his simplicity, integrity, and unwavering loyalty.
The BJP President added that he not only played a key role in expanding
the organisation in Delhi but also guided and shaped countless workers
with dedication. The mortal remains of Vijay Kumar Malhotra will be
brought to the Delhi BJP Office at Pant Marg tomorrow for party workers to
pay their tributes. The cremation will take place the same day.



KOLKATA-DURGA PUJA: Today is the Maha Ashtami of Durga Puja.
Kumari Puja of Belur Math was the main attraction today. People in large
numbers are gathering for pandal hopping in Kolkata and other parts of
West Bengal. Pandal have been decorated with beautiful theme based
decorations and lights. In Jammu and Kashmir, the pilgrimage to the holy
cave shrine of Mata Vaishno Devi in the Trikuta hills in Reasi district is
going on smoothly, with over 1.25 lakh devotees having paid obeisance at
the temple during the past one week of Navratri. The Navratri, being
observed from September 22 to October 1, is dedicated to the worship of
Goddess Durga and holds special significance at the Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine, which records one of its highest pilgrim footfalls during this period.

BANGLADESH-MAHA ASHTAMI

Maha Ashtami, one of the most significant days of Durga Puja, was
celebrated with devotion and traditional fervour across Bangladesh today.
The highlight of the day was the Kumari Puja, where a young girl was
revered as the embodiment of the Mother Goddess.

REV. WOMEN WORLD CUP: Indian women cricket team has scored ....
runs for ..... in ... over in first match of ICC women’s ODI World Cup 2025
in Guwahati, when the last report came in. Sri Lanka won the toss and
decided to bowl first. Indian team led by Harmanpreet Kaur is looking to
end a 47-year wait of Indian women's cricket team for their maiden ICC
titte. The 2025 Women’s World Cup is the 13th edition of the 50-over
cricket tournament featuring 8 teams - India, Sri Lanka, Australia, England,
New Zealand, South Africa, Bangladesh and Pakistan. These teams will
compete in 28 league matches in a round-robin format across four venues
in India and one in Colombo. The much anticipated match between arch
rivals India and Pakistan will be played on 5th of next month in Colombo.



