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NEELAM MP-I 19.08.2025
PM-HIGH LEVEL MEETING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi yesterday chaired a high-level meeting
to review the roadmap for Next-Generation Reforms, with a focus on
accelerating measures to enhance Ease of Living, improve Ease of Doing
Business, and foster inclusive prosperity. Officials briefed the Prime Minister
on steps being planned to simplify governance, strengthen economic
growth, and ensure citizens benefit directly from these measures. This high
level meeting came after Prime Minister's Independence Day address,
where he promised a “Diwali gift” in the form of GST reforms and a lighter
tax burden.

Following the meeting, the Prime Minister took to social media
platform X, stating that the government remains committed to
implementing rapid reforms across sectors, aimed at improving ease of
living, enhancing ease of doing business, and fostering overall prosperity.

Home Minister Amit Shah, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Road
Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari, Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, and Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal attended the meeting aimed at formulating strategic policies
to bolster India’s economy, improve infrastructure, and strengthen
governance.

<>NET/PIB/0546 HRS



SANJIO EP-I 18.08.2025
NDA-RADHAKRISHNAN

NDA's Vice Presidential candidate CP Radhakrishnan will file his
nomination on Wednesday. An introductory meeting with floor leaders of
NDA was held in New Delhi this evening following the arrival of Mr.
Radhakrishnan in the National Capital today. Briefing media in New Delhi
after the meeting, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said, all NDA
leaders will participate in the nomination filing process.

(S/B- Kiren Rijiju)

The Minister said, NDA Parliamentary Party meeting will be held
tomorrow wherein all the leaders will be formally introduced with NDA's
Vice Presidential candidate CP Radhakrishnan. He expressed hope that all
the political parties will support Mr. Radhakrishnan for the post of Vice
President. Yesterday, during the BJP Parliamentary Board meeting at the
party headquarters in New Delhi, Maharashtra Governor CP Radhakrishnan
was chosen as the NDA's candidate for the upcoming Vice Presidential
Election. The Vice Presidential Election will be held on the 9th of next
month. The last date of filing nominations for the office of Vice President is
21st August 2025. The scrutiny of the nominations will take place on the
22nd August while the nominations can be withdrawn by 25th of this
month.

The election has been necessitated due to the resignation of Jagdeep
Dhankhar who tendered his resignation last month citing health reasons.
This will be the 17 Vice Presidential election. The Vice-President is elected
by an Electoral College, which consists of the members of the Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha.

<><><> Bhupendra/Anand/2011

NEELAM MP-I 19.08.2025
EAM-TERRORISM

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar has said that the current
international environment makes it essential to preserve and enhance
stability in the global economy. He also stressed that India seeks a fair,
balanced, and multipolar world order, noting that “reformed multilateralism



is the call of the day. External Affairs Minister held talks with visiting
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and underlined that the fight against
terrorism in all its forms remains a major priority for India. The discussions
between the two leaders covered a wide range of issues, including
economic and trade ties, pilgrimages, people-to-people contacts, river data
sharing, border trade, connectivity, and bilateral exchanges. Jaishankar
said India-China relations must be guided by three mutuals, mutual
respect, mutual sensitivity, and mutual interest. He added that differences
must not become disputes, nor competition turn into conflict.

Referring to India’s security concerns, Jaishankar pointed out that the
country continues to face cross-border terrorism, largely sponsored by
Pakistan, a close ally of China. Expressing confidence in the outcome of
the meeting, Jaishankar said that discussions would contribute to building a
stable, cooperative, and forward-looking relationship between India and
China, one that serves both our interests and addresses our concerns.

<>NET/0604 HRS

SANJIO::HC EP-I 18.08.2025
JHARKHAND: NAXAL

State police forces have achieved another success in the state-wide
campaign being run against Naxalites. A total of six naxals were arrested
from Khunti and Latehar districts. Khunti police has arrested four militants
of the banned Naxalite organization People's Liberation Front of India
(PLFI). Khunti SP Manish Toppo said that many objectionable items
including weapons and cartridges have been recovered from the arrested
Naxalites. Meanwhile, the police have arrested two naxals of the Naxalite
organization JIJMP from Latehar district. Several cases are registered
against both the naxals in Latehar police station.
<><> SHILPI / RANCHI/ MAIL/ 1919 HRS

SANJIO EP-1 18.08.2025
PM VIKSIT BHARAT ROZGAR PORTAL

The Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana (PMVBRY) portal
under the Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana has gone live. The
scheme will provide incentive of up to 15 thousand rupees in two
instalments to newly employed youth and upto three thousand rupees per



month per new employee to employers for creation of new job
opportunities. Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced this scheme
during his Independence Day address from the Red Fort this year. The
scheme under the Employment Linked Incentive Scheme aims to
incentivize creation of more than 3.5 Crore jobs in the country over a
period of two years. It aims to support employment generation, enhance
employability and social security, across all sectors, with special focus on
the manufacturing sector from the first of August this year. Employers can
visit  www.pmvbry.epfindia.gov.in or www.pmvbry.labour.gov.in and

complete one-time registration process.
<>RISHU/DIPENDRA/1756HRS
SANJIO::HC EPP 18.08.2025

REV. LS- ASTRONAUT

Science and Technology Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh today reiterated
the government's commitment to establish an operational Bharatiya
Antariksh Station by 2035 and send an Indian crewed mission to the Moon
by 2040. He said, these missions will be accomplished prior to the target
set to become Vikshit Bharat by 2047. The Minister said this while speaking
during a special discussion in the Lok Sabha on India's First Astronaut
Aboard the International Space Station - Critical Role of Space programme
for ‘Viksit Bharat By 2047. The Minister lauded the achievements of
astronaut Subhanshu Shukla’s historic mission to the International Space
Station. He said, the whole country is feeling proud of the accomplishment
made by Indian Air Force Group Captain Subhanshu Shukla.

Highlighting the works done by the government in the space sector in
the last 11 years, the Minister said, under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, several reforms have been taken for the space sector. He
said, the space sector has been opened up for the private sector leading to
growth in innovation and research. He said, several start-ups are working
in the field of space sector. Mentioning the role of the Department of Space
and Technology during the Operation Sindoor, the Minister said, the
technologies used during the operation also developed during the tenure of
the Modi's government. Dr. Singh pointed out that the space sector has
played a critical role in the growth of the Indian economy. He also
highlighted that research and innovations done in the space sector are
playing an instrumental role in different sectors and making the lives of
people easier.



The Minister also expressed displeasure over the protest of opposition MPs
during the discussion. He said, they have failed to congratulate the space
experts and scientists for space achievements.
<><>PARLIAMENT

TEAM/1550 HRS
NEELAM MP-I 19.08.2025
NHAI-TOLL PLAZA

The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has taken strict
action against the toll collection agency for misbehaving with Army
personnel on toll plaza deployed at Bhuni Toll Plaza on Meerut-Karnal.
NHAI has imposed a penalty of 20 lakhs on the toll collecting firm. In a
statement, the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways called it a breach of
the contract agreement and the agency's failure to manage the situation
and ensure staff discipline. Further, NHAI has initiated the process of
terminating and debarring the toll collection firm from future participation
in toll plaza abides. NHAI has strongly condemned such behavior saying
that it is committed to ensuring safe and seamless travel on National
Highways.
<><>CB/0500
NEELAM MP-II 19.08.2025
TRUMP ZELENSKYY MEETING

US President Donald Trump has announced that he will arrange face-
to-face talks between the Russian and Ukrainian presidents to help end the
war in Ukraine. On his Truth Social platform, Trump said that he spoke
with Russian President Vladimir Putin after hosting Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and other European leaders at the White House last
night. US President said, he has begun the arrangements for a meeting
between President Putin and Ukrainian leader Zelenskyy, at a location to be
determined. Trump said that the Putin-Zelenskyy talks would be followed
by a trilateral summit involving himself and his two counterparts. He said,
Vice president JD Vance, secretary of state Marco Rubio, and special envoy
Steve Witkoff are coordinating with Moscow and Kyiv in this regard. During
his meeting with Zelenskyy and European leaders, Trump took a small
break to call Putin. Putin told Trump of his readiness to meet Zelenskyy.

Last night, Trump hosted Zelenskyy, British PM Keir Starmer, French
President Emmanuel Macron, Italy's Giorgia Meloni, German chancellor
Friedrich Merz, Finland President Alexander Stubb, Nato chief Mark Rutte,
and European Commission head Ursula von der Loyen. According to



Trump, the participants discussed "security guarantees" for Ukraine, along
with guarantees to be provided by European nations, in coordination with
the United States.

<><><> ASHOK SHUKLA/NANDINI/NET 0521 HRS

NEELAM MP-1 19.08.2025
IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued red colour
warning for extremely heavy rainfall over Karnataka, Gujarat, Madhya
Maharashtra, Konkan and Goa today. The weather agency has also
forecast heavy to very rainfall over Chhattisgarh, Kerala, Mahe, Telangana
and Vidarbha. IMD further said that heavy rainfall is also expected to
prevail over Northeast India including, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, East
Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit-
Baltistan-Muzaffarabad. Similar conditions are predicted over Madhya
Pradesh, Marathwada, Odisha and Uttarakhand today. IMD also highlighted
that monsoon is likely to be in active phase over South Peninsular and
adjoining Central India during next three to four days.
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