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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has released the 20th instalment of the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme from his
parliamentary constituency, Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh. In this instalment,
20,500 crore rupees have been disbursed to over nine crore seventy lakh
farmers.
We now go live to Prime Minister's address in Varanasi where he laid
the foundation stone and inaugurated development works.
(LIVE-PM)
<><><>
Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has informed that 73 major
stations facing rush situations will have a Station Director empowered to
take “on-the-spot decongesting decisions “during the festive rush. Mr.
Vaishnaw stated this in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha yesterday. He
said Railways will enhance crowd management with wider Foot Over
Bridges and creation of Permanent Holding Areas outside the stations. He
informed that the pilot project for Holding Areas is in progress at five
stations.
<><><>
In Jammu and Kashmir, a terrorist has been killed in an ongoing
encounter with security forces in the Akhal Devsar area of Kulgam district
this morning. The encounter began last evening after specific information
about the presence of terrorists in the area. The joint operation was
launched by the Army, J&K Police, and the CRPF. Intermittent and intense
firefight continued through the night.
<><><>
In Jammu and Kashmir, a Sub-Divisional Magistrate and his son were
killed, while his wife and two others were wounded, when a boulder hit the
vehicle they were travelling in in Reasi district. Police said, the incident
occurred Thursday night in the Salukh Ikhter Nallah area when Rajinder
Singh Rana was on his way to his native village, Pattian, from Dharmari,
with his family.
<><><>

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red alert for
extremely heavy rainfall at isolated places over Assam, Meghalaya, West



Bengal, and Sikkim today. It has also predicted very heavy rainfall at
isolated places over Arunachal Pradesh and Bihar. Heavy rainfall is likely
over Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Kerala, Mahe, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Uttar Pradesh, and Uttarakhand for the next
two days.

MAHA-DAHI HANDI FESTIVAL

The Maharashtra government has announced insurance coverage for
one lakh 50 thousand Govindas participating in the upcoming Dahi Handi
festival during Gokulashtami. To ensure their safety, the government will
bear the insurance cost through the Oriental Insurance Company at a rate
of 75 rupees per participant. The policy aims to support Govindas who
often suffer injuries while forming human pyramids. An amount of one
crore 12 lakh rupees will be allocated from the Sports Development Fund
for this purpose. The scheme will be implemented in coordination with the
Maharashtra State Dahi Handi Govinda Association and the Sports and
Youth Services Department.

INDIA- TARIFF

A former US official says that India’s position as the world’s fastest-
growing economy gives it the confidence to stand firm against tariff
pressures and adopt policies that protect its long-term interests. Raymond
Vickery, Senior Associate at the Centre for Strategic and International
Studies and former US Assistant Secretary of Commerce pointed out that
India’s trade deal with the UK serves as a good example, as it offers
stability, lowers tariffs, and addresses the needs of both economies.
Speaking to a news agency on the impact of US President Donald Trump'’s
proposed tariff measures, he said, unpredictable nature of Trump’s trade
policies makes long-term planning difficult. Vickery added that Trump’s
stance towards India reflects a lack of appreciation for its economic
potential and a short-sighted view that fails to recognise the benefits of a
medium or long-term partnership. Highlighting India’s strengths, Vickery
noted that the country boasts some of the best technical talent in the world
and has a vast consumer market that is still developing. He praised the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi government’s emphasis on national interest,
but cautioned that true prosperity will come from competing globally. He
said, India has moved far beyond the license raj mentality of the past and



now has the capacity to be a global economic leader.

The External Affairs Ministry has said the sourcing of India's defence
requirements is determined solely by country's national security
imperatives and strategic assessments. The Ministry's spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said this while briefing media in New Delhi last evening in
reply to a query on defense procurements. On energy sourcing, the
spokesperson asserted that New Delhi is guided by what is on offer in the
markets, and by the prevailing global circumstances.



