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SJ MP-II 21.08.2025
JAISHANKAR LAVROV MEET

In a key diplomatic engagement aimed at reinforcing the special
privileged strategic partnership between India and Russia, External Affairs
Minister Dr S Jaishankar will meet Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in
Moscow today. The talks are expected to cover a wide spectrum of bilateral,
regional, and global issues, with a strong emphasis on economic resilience
and multipolar cooperation. A major focus will be on developing
transportation, logistics, and financial systems that operate independently of
countries imposing sanctions-an effort to safeguard economic sovereignty
and expand the use of national currencies in bilateral trade. The Ministers are
also expected to review progress in agricultural, scientific-technical, and
infrastructure collaboration, while outlining the schedule for upcoming
high-level contacts. On the global front, Jaishankar and Lavrov will exchange
views on pressing international developments, including the evolving security
architecture in the Asia-Pacific, the conflict in Ukraine, the situation in
Afghanistan, and the ongoing Palestinian-Israeli confrontation.

The meeting comes at a time when both nations are seeking to deepen
political dialogue across bilateral and multilateral platforms, including the UN,
BRICS, SCO and G20. The meeting is seen as a reaffirmation of the strategic
depth of Indo-Russian ties and a step towards enhancing cooperation in a
rapidly shifting geopolitical landscape.
<>IANS/0432HRS

GAURAV P-1 20.08.2025
PM BIHAR-WB VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Bihar and West Bengal on 22™ of
this month. During the visit, the Prime Minister will lay the foundation stone
and inaugurate multiple development projects worth around 13 thousand
crore rupees at Gaya in Bihar. Mr. Modi will inaugurate Aunta-Simaria bridge
project on River Ganga that will enhance connectivity between North and
South Bihar. He will also inaugurate the four-lane Bakhtiyarpur to Mokama
section of NH-31 which will ease congestion, reduce travel time, and enhance
passenger and freight movement.

In a major boost to health infrastructure, the Prime Minister will
inaugurate the Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital and Research Centre at



Muzaffarpur. This state-of-the-art facility will provide advanced and
affordable cancer care to patients in Bihar and neighbouring states, reducing
the need to travel to distant metros for treatment. He will also lay the
foundation stone for a series of urban infrastructure projects worth around
1,260 crore rupees. Mr Modi will flag off the Amrit Bharat Express between
Gaya and Delhi, and the Buddhist Circuit Train between Vaishali and
Koderma.

During his visit to West Bengal, Mr Modi will lay the foundation stone
and inaugurate multiple development projects worth over 5,200 crore
rupees. He will also flag off metro train services on the newly constructed
sections in Kolkata. Mr Modi will also lay the foundation stone of 7.2 kilometre
long six-lane elevated Kona Expressway worth over 1,200 crore rupees. This
intiative will enhance connectivity between Howrah, the surrounding rural
areas, and Kolkata.

<><>SHIVANG/PALLAVI/2103 HRS

SJ MP-1 21.08.2025
RUSSIA- INDIA

Russia has lauded India's stature as a global power and called it a
leading economic power with diversified foreign policy. Addressing a press
briefing in New Delhi, Russian Charge d'Affaires in India, Roman Babushkin
said that Russia and India have mutual interests and have consistently found
ways to cooperate in line. He said that relations between both the countries
are expanding and uninterrupted. The Russian Embassy official also
mentioned the two phone calls between two nation heads on the situation in
Ukraine. He added that engagements, including the current visit of External
Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar to Moscow are setting the stage for the future
visit of President Putin to India by the end of this year.
S/B- Roman Babushkin
https://x.com/ANI/status/1958071268592296166
<><>AMAN/1345
SJ MP-I 21-08-2025

ASHWINI VAISHNAW-SPECIAL TRAIN

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced that 12,000 special trains will
be operated on the occasion of Diwali and Chhath festivals. This



announcement comes after he held discussions with the Bihar NDA leaders.
He said that after discussions with state leaders about the travel needs of the
people, the ministry worked out not only new trains but several other
schemes and infrastructure projects. The Minister said four new Amrit Bharat
trains will be launched to connect Delhi and Gaya, Saharsa and Amritsar,
Chhapra and Delhi, as well as Muzaffarpur and Hyderabad for the
convenience of general class passengers. In Delhi, Bihar NDA leaders met
Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw to review railway arrangements for
the upcoming Diwali and Chhath festivals. The Minister further explained that
passengers traveling between October 13 and 26, with return journeys
between November 17 and December 1, will get confirmed tickets along with
a 20 per cent discount on return fares, under a new experimental scheme.

NET/0542/HRS
SKS::RZ NP-I 20.08.2025
JAISHANKAR-IRIGC

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has said that over the last four
years, India-Russia bilateral trade in goods has increased, more than five-fold
from 13 billion dollars in 2021 to 68 billion dollars in 2024-25. Co-chairing the
26th Session of the India-Russia Inter-Governmental Commission for Trade,
Economic, Scientific, Technological, and Cultural Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC) in
Moscow today with first Deputy Prime Minister of Russia Denis Manturov, Dr
Jaishankar said, but a major trade imbalance has accompanied the growth
and it has increased from 6.6 billion dollars to 58.9 billion which is about nine
times. He stressed the need to address it urgently.

S/B-JAISHANKAR
<><><>
ANUPAM/ 2149 HRS.
S) MP-1 21-08-2025

EPFO-PAYROLL DATA

The Employees' Provident Fund Organization (EPFO) has recorded all
time highest net addition of 21.89 lakh members during the month of June
this year. The figure represents an increase of 9.14 per cent, marking the
highest recorded addition since payroll data tracking began in April 2018. In
a statement, Ministry of Labour and Employment informed that around 10
lakh 62 thousand new subscribers have been enrolled in this month,



representing a 12.68 per cent increase over May 2025 and a growth of 3.61
per cent compared to June previous year. The Ministry stated that around 6
lakh 39 thousand new subscribers were added in the 18-25 age group.
Further, more than three lakh new female subscribers joined the EPFO,
reflecting an increase of increase of approximately 15 per cent, compared to
the previous month.

<><>CB/PALLAVI/0448 HRS
SJ MP-I 21.08.2025

UIDAI-STARLINK

The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has collaborated
with a private satellite based internet service provider Starlink for seamless
Aadhaar based customer verification. In a statement, the Ministry of
Electronics and IT said that the use of Aadhaar authentication by a global
satellite internet provider demonstrates the scalability and reliability of India’s
digital infrastructure. It added that this collaboration emphasizes how
Aadhaar can enable innovation in service delivery while ensuring
transparency and accountability. Referring to Aadhaar as a catalyst of ease of
living and ease of doing business, the Ministry said that its face
authentication solution is now gaining momentum faster due to its ease of
usage and convenience for Aadhaar number holders.

<><>/PALLAVI/0451HRS

SJ MP-I1I 20.08.2025
HOCKEY - MEN’'S ASIA CUP

Hockey India has announced the 18-member Indian men’s squad for
the upcoming Men's Asia Cup, which will be held in Rajgir, Bihar from August
29 to September 7. India is placed in Pool A along with Japan, China, and
Kazakhstan. The team will begin its campaign against China on August 29,
followed by matches against Japan on August 31 and Kazakhstan on
September 1. Veteran drag-flicker Harmanpreet Singh will continue to lead
the Indian men’s hockey team as captain. The squad features a balanced mix
of experienced players across all positions.

Speaking about the squad selection, Indian men’s team coach Craig
Fulton said the team was picked for its experience and ability to perform
under pressure. He highlighted the importance of the Asia Cup as a World



Cup qualifier and expressed confidence in the squad’s balance, leadership,
and unity across all departments. The tournament also serves as a qualifier
for the FIH Hockey World Cup 2026 in Belgium and the Netherlands.
MAYUR/NET/0302 HRS

SJ MP-1 21.08.2025
IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red colour
warning for extremely heavy rainfall over Gujarat region today. The IMD said
that heavy to very heavy rainfall with isolated extremely heavy rainfall is
expected over Saurashtra and Kutch today. It also forecast heavy to very
heavy rainfall at isolated places over Maharashtra and North-Eastern parts of
the country for the next two to three days. Heavy rainfall is also likely over
Bihar, Chattisgarh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha,
Uttarakhand, Konkan and Goa till 22™ of this month.

The weather department said that thunderstorms along with lightning
and gusty winds are very likely at isolated places over Jammu and Kashmir,
Ladakh, Gilgit, Baltistan, Muzaffarabad, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha,
Telangana, West Bengal and Sikkim for the next three days.

<><>AMAN/RISHU/0615 HRS



