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PM - CENTENARY CONFERENCE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the M.S. Swaminathan
Centenary International Conference at ICAR PUSA in New Delhi today. On
the occasion, Mr. Modi will address the gathering and also confer the first
M.S. Swaminathan Award for Food and Peace. The theme of the
conference is “"Evergreen Revolution, The Pathway to Biohappiness” which
reflects Professor M.S Swaminathan'’s lifelong dedication to ensuring food
for all. More from our correspondent:

VC- HIN-ENG- AMAN

The award is being launched by the M.S. Swaminathan
Research Foundation (MSSRF) and The World Academy of
Sciences (TWAS) to honour the legacy of M S Swaminathan. This
international award will recognise individuals from developing
countries who have made contributions to improving food security
and advancing climate justice, equity, and peace for vulnerable
and marginalised communities. The event will provide an
opportunity to scientists, policymakers, development
professionals, and other stakeholders to discuss and deliberate on




furthering the principles of the conference’s theme. WITH
RAHISUDDIN, AMAN YADAV, AKASHVANI NEWS, NEW DELHLI,

Ahead of the inauguration of the conference, the Prime Minister in a
social media post said that today is M.S. Swaminathan's birth centenary,
making the programme even more special. He added that people around
the world admire the scholarship of Dr. Swaminathan and his commitment
to food security and agricultural research. The Prime Minister said that this
conference will deliberate on the important theme of 'Evergreen
Revolution, The Pathway to Biohappiness.'

PREZ-HANDLOOM DAY

President Droupadi Murmu will preside over the 11th National
Handloom Day celebration in New Delhi today. The event, organized by the
Ministry of Textiles, aims to honor India's vibrant handloom sector and its
contribution to the country's rural economy and cultural identity.
Approximately 650 weavers from across the country, foreign buyers,
eminent personalities, exporters, and senior government officials will
attend the function. Textile Minister Giriraj Singh, Minister of State for
Textiles, Pabitra Margherita, and secretary of the Ministry of Textiles
Neelam Shami Rao will be attending the function.

The celebration will include the presentation of prestigious awards,
such as the Sant Kabir Handloom Award and National Handloom Award, to
outstanding weavers who have made significant contributions to the
sector's growth. The Sant Kabir Award carries a cash prize of 3.5 lakh
rupees, while the National Handloom Award carries a cash prize of 2 lakh
rupees.

NEW PAR-ADJOURN
Proceedings in both Houses of Parliament were disrupted yesterday
by opposition parties over the issue of Special Intensive Revision conducted
in Bihar and other issues, leading to adjournment of the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha for the day.
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju expressed displeasure over
the continuous protest by the opposition MPs saying that the government
is ready for discussion on every issue as per the constitutional and



parliamentary procedures and rules. The Minister said, SIR is under sub-
judice in the Supreme Court and it cannot be discussed in the House. He
said, discussing the SIR issue in Parliament would mean breaking the rules
and conventions. He further emphasized that rules are clear that discussion
cannot be held on the working of autonomous bodies like Election
Commission.

LS-RAILWAYS

A total of 278 kilometres of Railways lines have been commissioned
in the North Eastern Region till March this year with an expenditure of 41
thousand 676 crore rupees. This was stated by the Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today. He said, 12
Railway projects of a total length of 777 kilometers have been sanctioned
to augment and increase line capacity of the rail network situated in the
NorthEast Region. The commissioned projects include Bogibeel Bridge,
Agartala-Sabroom new line, Lumding-Hojai and New Bongaigaon-Agthori
doubling of line among others. The Minister stated that 13 new lines, and 4
doubling of line of total length one thousand 790 kilometres in the North
East Region have been sanctioned under PM Gati Shakti National Master
Plan during the last three years.

AYUSH WHO-WORKSHOP

The Ministry of Ayush in collaboration with the World Health
Organization today hosted the inaugural session of the WHO -International
Regulatory Cooperation for Herbal Medicines Workshop in Ghaziabad. The
inaugural session of the workshop focused on Safety and Regulation of
Herbal Medicines and Efficacy and the Intended Use of Herbal Medicines.
Speaking on the occasion, Secretary of the Ministry of Ayush, Vaidya
Rajesh Kotecha reaffirmed India’s commitment to scientific validation and
global acceptance of Ayush systems. The three-day workshop aims to
deliberate on regulatory convergence, quality assurance, and the clinical
relevance of herbal medicines in traditional systems of healthcare. Senior
representatives from WHO Member States, regulatory authorities,
academia, research bodies, and the herbal medicine industry are also
attending the workshop.



GTRI - TRUMP's TARRIF

The Global Trade Research Institute (GTRI) criticized the United
States’ decision to impose an additional 25 per cent tariff on Indian
imports, calling it hypocritical and highlighting Washington's selective
approach toward its allies in relation to trade with Moscow. This criticism
follows the U.S. announcement of a new 25 per cent levy on Indian goods,
on top of an existing 25 per cent tariff, raising the total duty to 50 per
cent, effective from August 27.

In a statement, GTRI cited data showing that China imported 62.6
billion dollars worth of Russian oil in 2024, exceeding India’s 52.7 billion
dollars. Despite this, Beijing has not faced any punitive tariffs. The institute
further noted that the U.S. has ignored the European Union’s 39.1 billion
dollars in imports from Russia in 2024, including 25.2 billion dollars worth
of oil. It also revealed that the U.S. itself imported 3.3 billion dollars in
strategic materials from Russia during the same period.

IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) predicted heavy to very
heavy rainfall in parts of Bihar, Jharkhand, Sikkim, Coastal and South
Interior Karnataka, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala
and North-eastern region tomorrow. The weather department has also
forecast thunderstorm accompanied with lighting at places over Konkan
and Goa, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Telangana and Uttarakhand
during the next 2-3 days.

WORLD GAMES 2025

An 18-member Indian team is set to compete in the World Games
2025, starting today and running until August 17 in Chengdu, China. The
World Games, held every four years since 1981, showcase sports not
included in the Olympic program. This year’s edition will feature 253 medal
events across 34 sports and 60 disciplines.

India has been participating in the World Games since the inaugural
edition in 1981 and has won a total of five medals to date including one
gold, one silver, and three bronze. The country's only gold medal came in
2013, when Aditya Mehta triumphed in billiards.

This time India will compete in five sports, Archery, Billiards, Roller
Skating, Wushu, and Racquetball.



The contingent will aim to improve its medal tally and make a strong
impact at the 12th edition of the Games.

REV. PM-KARTAVYA BHAVAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that in the past 11 years,
India has built a governance model that is transparent, responsive and
citizen-centric. Addressing a public programme in Kartavyapath this
evening, Mr Modi said, India is being shaped by a holistic vision, where
progress reaches every region. He mentioned that more than 30 thousand
Panchayat buildings, more than four crore houses for the poor and 300
new medical colleges have also been built in the country. The Prime
Minister called on people to make India the world's third-largest economy
and script the success story of Make in India and Aatmanirbhar Bharat. He
said, Kartavya Bhavan embodies the resolve to fulfil the nation's dreams
and it will guide the policies and direction of a developed India. The Prime
Minister said, Kartavya Bhavan is a state-of-the-art facility that is designed
to enhance governance by bringing together multiple ministries and
departments under one roof.

REV. MEA-US TARIFF

India today reiterated its response against the United States
additional tariff imposition saying that the actions are unfair, unjustified
and unreasonable. This comes after United States President Donald
Trump imposed an additional tariff of 25 per cent on India. In a
statement, the Ministry of External Affairs said that India will take all
actions necessary to protect its national interests. Highligting that the
United States has recently targeted India’s oil imports from
Russia, the MEA said that New Delhi has already made clear its
position on these issues, including the fact that country’s imports
are based on market factors and done with the overall objective
of ensuring the energy security of 1.4 billion people of India. The
Ministry said that it is extremely unfortunate that the US should choose to
impose additional tariffs on India for actions that several other countries
are also taking in their own national interest. The United States has in
recent days targeted India’s oil imports from Russia.
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