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PM JAPAN VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a visit to Japan this
evening to participate in the 15th India-Japan Annual Summit. This will be
Prime Minister Modi’s eighth visit to Japan, and the first Summit with his
counterpart Shigeru Ishiba. External Affairs Ministry said in a statement
that during the visit, the two Prime Ministers will review the Special
Strategic and Global Partnership between India and Japan, including
defense and security, trade and economy, technology and innovation, and
people to people exchanges. They will also discuss issues of regional and
global importance. The visit will reaffirm the longstanding special bond of
friendship between the two countries.

In the second leg of his visit, Prime Minister will travel to China from
31st August to 1st September to attend the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation Summit in Tianjin at the invitation of Chinese President Xi
Jinping. On the sidelines of the Summit, Prime Minister is expected to hold
bilateral meetings with several leaders attending the Summit. India has
been a member of SCO since 2017. It held the presidency of the Council of
Heads of State of SCO during 2022-23.

TRIPTI::ANJALI MP-1I 28.08.2025
PMIDY-11 YEARS

The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana PMIDY completes 11 years
today. It is one of the biggest financial inclusion initiatives in the world
which was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 15th August
2014 from the ramparts of the Red Fort. While launching the programme
on 28th August 2014, the Prime Minister had described the occasion as a
festival to celebrate the liberation of the poor from a vicious cycle.

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana is a National Mission on Financial
Inclusion which has an integrated approach to bring about comprehensive
financial inclusion and provide banking services to all households in the
country. The scheme ensures access to a range of financial services like
availability of basic savings bank account, access to need based credit,
remittances facility, insurance and pension.



Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana provides a platform for universal
access to banking facilities with at least one basic banking account for
every household, financial literacy and access to credit, insurance and
pension facility. It covers both urban and rural areas and those who open
account would get indigenous Debit Card (RuPay card). Account can be
opened in any bank branch or Business Correspondent (Bank Mitra) outlet
at zero balance. Every bank account is on Core Banking System of banks.
Mobile banking using USSD facility available on even basic feature phones
is also being supported.

<><>ANUPAM/0424
MANOGYAN DP-II 28.08.2025

AIR MARSHAL-CHODs

On the sidelines of the ongoing annual Chiefs of Defence Conference
(CHODs) 2025 conference in Thailand, Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit, Chief of
Integrated Defence Staff (CISC) of India, held a series of meetings with
senior defence officials from Vietnam, South Korea and the United
Kingdom. Air Marshal Dixit met Lt Gen Thai Dai Ngoc, Deputy Chief of the
General Staff, Vietham People's Army; Vice Admiral Kang Dong Gil, Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Republic of Korea Armed Forces; and General Sir Gwyn
Jenkins, Chief of the Naval Staff, Royal Navy, United Kingdom.

According to HQ IDS said the multilateral discussions revolved around
broadening Defence Cooperation, advancing Maritime Collaboration,
deepening professional military exchanges and exploring new domains of
partnership including technology. In continuation of these multilateral
engagements, Air Marshal Dixit also held bilateral talks with the
Commander of the US Indo-Pacific Command Admiral Samuel Paparo. Air
Marshal Ashutosh Dixit is currently in Thailand to participate in the annual
Chiefs of Defence Conference from August 26 to August 28. The 2025
edition is expected to focus on maritime security, counter-terrorism, cyber
resilience, humanitarian assistance, disaster relief and fostering stability in
the Indo-Pacific.

VIKAS/NET/1106
MANOGYAN::SUSHMA DP-1 28.08.2025

PREZ NUAKHAI

President Droupadi Murmu has extended her greetings to the citizens
of Odisha on the occasion of the Nuakhai festival. In a social media post,



President Murmu said that this festival is a sacred opportunity to express
respect for agriculture and gratitude towards farmers. Adding that Nuakhai
is @ symbol of goodwill and intimacy, the President conveyed her best
wishes on the festival that fills everyone's life with happiness, peace, and
prosperity.

<><>RISHU/1047HRS

MANOGAYA:: SUSHMA DP-1 28.08.2025
COTTON- DUTY EXEMPT

The Government has decided to extend the import duty exemption
on raw cotton from 30th September to 31st December 2025. In a
statement, Ministry of Finance has said that this decision has been taken to
augment availability of cotton for the Indian textile sector. Earlier, the
Government had temporarily exempted the import duty on cotton from
19th August to 30th September.
<><>AMAN/10.45HRS.
TRIPTI MP-II 28.08.2025

US INDIAN CONSULATE

The new chancery premises of the Consulate General of India in
Seattle has been officially inaugurated by India’s Ambassador to the United
States, Vinay Kwatra. The ceremony, held yesterday, was attended by
Washington State Governor Bob Ferguson, U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell,
and Seattle Mayor Bruce Harrell. The Seattle consulate which is India’s
sixth in the U.S., began operations from a temporary location in November
2023 and commenced full consular services in July 2024. Since then, it has
served nearly 23,722 applicants across nine states, including Washington,
Oregon, Alaska, and Idaho. Governor Ferguson hailed the consulate’s
opening as a milestone in strengthening India-U.S. ties in the Pacific
Northwest. The event concluded with Ambassador Kwatra’s interaction with
members of the Indian American community.
<<>>JIGYASA PANDEY/ NET/ 0748
COMMONWEALTH GAMES

Union Cabinet has approved the proposal of the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports for submission of bid for the Commonwealth Games
CWG 2030. It also gave its approval to sign the Host Collaboration
Agreement (HCA) along with the required Guarantees from concerned



Ministries, Departments and Authorities and sanction of required grant-in-
aid to Gujarat Government, in case the bid gets accepted. Athletes from 72
countries will participate in the Commonwealth Games. It will also include
participation of a large number of athletes, coaches, technical officials,
tourists, media persons among others visiting India during the Games,
benefiting local businesses and generating revenue.

TRIPTI MP-1 28.08.2025
IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy to
very heavy rainfall at isolated places over Chhattisgarh, Coastal Karnataka,
Madhya Maharashtra and Uttarakhand for today. Isolated heavy rainfall will
occur in Odisha, Vidarbha, Madhya Pradesh, Sub-Himalayan West Bengal,
Sikkim and Jharkhand for the next 2 to 3 days. Similar weather conditions
have been predicted over Gujarat region, Goa, Konkan and Madhya
Maharashtra for next week. Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, East
Rajasthan, and Haryana will experience heavy rainfall at isolated places
during the next 7 days. The department has also predicted very light to
light rain for the subsequent 5 days over Delhi NCR.
<><> SAMARTH/AMAN/0631



