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ECI-NCP MEET

The Election Commission held an interaction with a delegation of
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) in New Delhi yesterday. Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar and Election Commissioners Dr. Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Dr. Vivek Joshi interacted with an NCP delegation led by its National
General Secretary and representative Brijmohan Shrivastav. The meeting is in
continuation of the interactions being held by ECI with the Presidents of various
National and State Political Parties. During the past 150 days, a total of 4
thousand 719 all-party meetings were conducted including 40 meetings by Chief
Electoral Officers (CEOs), 800 by District Election Officers (DEQOs), and 3
thousand 879 by Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) engaging over 28
thousand representatives of various political parties.

PM - SEMICONDUCTOR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India is making rapid strides in
the semiconductor sector, building a robust ecosystem to power its digital future
and drive global innovation. In a social media post, Mr Modi said, Union Cabinet's
decision relating to approval of semiconductor units in Andhra Pradesh, Odisha
and Punjab will boost manufacturing capacity, create high-skilled jobs and
position India as a key player in the global supply chain.

The Union Cabinet yesterday approved four new semiconductor
manufacturing units in Odisha, Punjab and Andhra Pradesh with an estimated
cost of four thousand 594 crore rupees. Information and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said that the decision was taken by the Cabinet under the
chairmanship of Prime Minister.

[S/B-ASHWINI ON SEMICONDUCTOR - 38 SECS]

Mr Vaishnaw said, the government has also approved the Phase-1B of
Lucknow Metro Rail Project in Uttar Pradesh with an estimated cost of over five
thousand 801 crore rupees. He said, a total of 12 stations will be constructed
and it will be completed in five years.

[S/B-ASHWINI ON LUCKNOW METRO - 27 SECS]

Mr Vaishnaw said, the government has also given its nod for the Tato-II
hydroelectric project with the capacity of 700 megawatt to be built in Shi Yomi
district of Arunachal Pradesh within six years.

Prime Minister congratulated the people of Arunachal Pradesh on the
Cabinet's approval for funding the Tato-II Hydro Electric Project (HEP) in Shi
Yomi District. Mr Modi said, this is a vital project which will benefit the state's
growth trajectory.



Prime Minister also said that the approval of Phase-1B of the Lucknow
Metro will boost tourism and economic activities, and make travel within the city
easier and more convenient.

REV. MHA-OCI

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has tightened norms governing
Overseas Citizens of India (OCI). The ministry said that OCI registration will be
cancelled if an individual is sentenced to imprisonment for two years or more, or
is charge-sheeted for an offence punishable with imprisonment of seven years or
more. The OCI cards offer multiple-entry, multi-purpose lifelong visas to persons
of Indian origin and their spouses, along with certain economic and educational
rights. The provision applies irrespective of whether the conviction occurred in
India or abroad, provided the offence is recognised under Indian law. The move
is aimed at tightening the legal framework governing OCI status, which grants
certain rights and privileges to foreign citizens of Indian origin. The notification
by Home Ministry comes under the provisions of the Citizenship Act, 1955, and
the Citizenship Rules, 2009, which empower the central government to cancel
OCI registration under specified conditions. In recent years, the MHA has taken
steps to more closely regulate the OCI scheme after instances where OCI card
holders were found to be involved in criminal or anti-national activities. The
government maintains that the facility is a privilege, not an entitlement, and may
be withdrawn if the holder is found violating Indian laws. The latest notification
will serve as a deterrent to misuse and will help in maintaining the integrity of
the OCI scheme.

EVE. IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red alert for
extremely heavy rainfall over Telangana tomorrow. Heavy to very heavy rainfall
is expected over Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit, Baltistan, Muzaffarabad,
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Odisha and
Andhra Pradesh for the next two to three days. Delhi, Punjab and Haryana are
likely to experience heavy rainfall tomorrow. The IMD also forecast moderate
rainfall accompanied by thunderstorms and lightning at many places over
Northeast India during the next 2 days. The weather department also predicted
thunderstorms accompanied by lightning over Andhra Pradesh, Konkan, Goa,
Kerala and Mahe, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Marathwada, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand till 14th of this month.



PAK MINORITY REPORT

At least 2,000 minor girls from Pakistan's religious minority communities
are abducted, forcibly married to Muslim men, and forced to convert to Islam
each year. In a report, a leading minority rights group of the country, Voice of
Pakistan Minority (VOPM) said that gender-based crimes targetting the most
vulnerable among the Pakistani religious minorities, particularly minor girls, are
also widely recognised by other international bodies such as the United Nations
and the European Union. Expressing concerns regarding the vulnerability of
minor girls from non-Muslim families in 2024, the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) had stated that the exposure of
young women and girls belonging to religious minority communities to such
heinous human rights violations and the impunity of such crimes can no longer
be tolerated or justified. The UN had not only condemned the abduction, forced
marriage, and forced conversion of minor Hindu and Christian girls in Pakistan
but also criticised the impunity of these atrocities, noting that courts frequently
rule in favour of the abductors.
Raising concerns about Pakistan's Hindu minority population, the report
mentioned that several human rights advocates, including Amnesty International,
the Centre for the Study of Organised Hate (CSOH), and the Minority Rights
Group, have documented a surge in hate speech, discrimination, and
marginalization against Hindus in Pakistan. The report detailed that, once
converted to Islam, girls cannot return to their original faith due to the apostasy
laws i.e., leaving Islam, which is a capital offence under Pakistan’s religious laws.

REV. PM-ASTRONOMY OLYMPIAD

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today emphasized that India is deeply
committed to nurturing scientific curiosity and empowering young minds. He
said, over 10 million students are learning STEM concepts through hands-on
activities in Atal Tinkering Labs. Expressing his joy at connecting virtually with
more than 300 shining stars from 64 countries during the 18th International
Olympiad on Astronomy and Astrophysics, Mr Modi said, India believes in the
power of collaboration, and this Olympiad reflects that spirit. He also highlighted
that India is a leading country in terms of women's participation in STEM
domains, supported by various initiatives. BYTE-PM Modi



FUR. REV. RS-SPORTS BILL: Parliament has passed the National Sports
Governance Bill, 2025 and the National Anti-Doping (Amendment) Bill, 2025 with
the approval of the Rajya Sabha. The National Sports Governance Bill seeks to
provide for recognition of national sports bodies and regulate their functioning.
The Bill provides for the establishment of the National Olympic Committee,
National Paralympic Committee, and National and Regional Sports Federations
for each designated sport. The national bodies will have affiliation with respective
international bodies. The bill provides that every national sports body will have a
general body, consisting of an equal number of representatives from each
affiliate member and certain ex-officio members. It will have an executive
committee consisting of up to 15 members, with at least two outstanding
sportspersons and four women. The Bill empowers the central government to
establish a National Sports Board which will grant recognition to the national
sports bodies and register their affiliate units. The Bill also provides for
constituting a National Sports Tribunal to adjudicate sports related disputes.

LS-MINES AND MINERALS: The Lok Sabha has taken up the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2025 for consideration
and passing. The bill will further amend the Mines and Minerals (Development
and Regulation) Act, 1957. The Bill provides that lease holders may apply to the
state government for adding other minerals to an existing lease. For inclusion of
critical and strategic minerals, and other specified minerals, no additional amount
needs to be paid. These include minerals such as lithium, graphite, nickel,
cobalt, gold, and silver. The Act establishes the National Mineral Exploration
Trust to fund mineral exploration in the country.



