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DELHI -SPEAKERS CONFERENCE  
  Home Minister Amit Shah today inaugurated  the two-day All 
India Speakers� Conference at  Delhi Assembly in the National Capital. The 
conference has been organised to commemorate the Centenary year of 
Vithalbhai Patel, the first elected Indian Speaker of the Central Legislative 
Assembly.  

 This historic event, being held in the national capital for the first 
time, brings together Speakers and Deputy Speakers of State Legislative 
Assemblies, as well as Chairmen and Deputy Chairmen of State Legislative 
Councils. The deliberations during two days event are  expected to provide 
a meaningful platform for presiding officers to share experiences, exchange 
best practices, and explore new approaches for the functioning of 
legislatures. With a special focus on digital innovations such as the AI-



enabled tools, the Conference aims to strengthen transparency, efficiency, 
and responsiveness in lawmaking. The Home Minister also inaugurated a 
special exhibition showcasing rare archival records, photographs, and 
documents on  Vithalbhai Patel and the evolution of India�s parliamentary 
institutions was also inaugurated. A commemorative postage stamp based 
on his life was also released. 
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NAMASTE scheme 
Under the NAMASTE scheme, 85,819 Sewer & Septic Tank Workers have 
been profiled so far, 76,736 workers have been provided PPE Kits, and 
60,586 workers have been given Ayushman Cards: SJE Minister Under the 
Government of India's National Action for Mechanized Sanitation Ecosystem 
(NAMASTE) Scheme, a program was organized on 23.08.2025 at Shri 
Krishna Memorial Hall, Gandhi Maidan Road, Kargil Chowk, Patna, Bihar in 
the esteemed presence of Dr. Virendra Kumar, Hon'ble Union Minister, 
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of India. 
The Hon'ble Minister shared information about the NAMASTE scheme, 
aimed at ensuring dignity, safety, and social-economic empowerment of 
sanitation workers. He informed that under the scheme, 85,819 Sewer & 
Septic Tank Workers have been profiled so far, 76,736 workers have been 
provided PPE Kits, and 60,586 workers have been given Ayushman Cards. 
To promote awareness of the importance and utility of PPE Kits, an 
attractive Rang Paridhan program (Fashion Show) was also organized, 
which received appreciation from all.In Patna, a total of 408 Sewer & 
Septic Tank Workers have been validated through profiling, out of which 25 
SSWs and 25 Waste Pickers were symbolically provided PPE Kits during the 
program, and 25 sanitation workers were handed Ayushman Cards. 
Additionally, safety equipment was distributed for ERSU. 
 
SHUKLA                      MP-I                            
24.08.2025 
REV. FIJI PM - INDIA VISIT 
 Prime Minister of Fiji, Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka, will be on a three 
day visit to India beginning today. He arrived in New Delhi this 
morning. Mr Rabuka was received by Minister of State for 
Education and Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region 



Sukanta Majumdar at the airport. The Fijian Prime Minister is 
accompanied by his spouse Sulueti Rabuka. The delegation 
include Minister of Health and Medical Services, Ratu Atonio 
Lalabalavu and senior officials. 
 External Affairs Ministry said in a statement that this is the first 
visit to India by Prime Minister Rabuka in his present capacity. During his 
visit to New Delhi, the Fiji Prime Minister is scheduled to hold talks with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi tomorrow. He will also call on President 
Droupadi Murmu.  
 The visit underscores the longstanding and enduring ties between 
India and Fiji. It reaffirms the continued commitment of both countries to 
further strengthen the bilateral relationship across all sectors and deepen 
close people-to-people ties. 
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IMD WEATHER  

 The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red colour 
warning for extremely heavy rainfall over East Rajasthan today. IMD has 
forecast heavy to very heavy rainfall at isolated places over Haryana, 
Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, East Madhya Pradesh and 
Gujarat. According to IMD, isolated places of Bihar, Jharkhand, 
Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Ladakh, Konkan, Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, Nagaland, Manipur, 
Mizoram and Tripura, Odisha, West Bengal, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam and Meghalaya can experience heavy rainfall today. The weather 
agency predicted thunderstorms accompanied with gusty winds and 
lightning today at isolated places over  Bihar, West Bengal, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Ladakh, Karnataka, Telangana, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and 
West Madhya Pradesh.  

AKSHIT/DRISHTI/0706 

SHUKLA : KAMINI                                      MP-I                                
24.08.2025 
COAL MINISTER-MINERAL EXCHANGE 



 Union Coal Mines Minister G Kishan Reddy has said the Centre will set 
up a mineral trading exchange similar to the London Metal Exchange. 
Interacting with the media in Hyderabad, he stated that the mineral 
exchange will be established in accordance with SEBI's norms. The 
proposed mineral exchange is expected to facilitate better price discovery 
for industries, traders and other stakeholders. He elaborated that the 
mineral exchange was made part of recently-passed legislation and the 
guidelines concerned will be issued soon. On the US Tariffs, he said they 
will not have much impact on the domestic coal industry. He further said 
the country exports aluminium to America in a small measure. Mr Reddy 
said the government had reduced coal imports substantially, saving foreign 
exchange to the tune of 60 thousand crore rupees. He explained that the 
steel-makers in the country have boilers built for using good quality 
imported coal, but the government is requesting private steel companies to 
calibrate the boilers to use Indian coal, which will reduce dependence on 
imports. Observing that the government is making efforts to export coal, 
he said production of coal and iron ore will be enhanced on a large scale.  

        M S 
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MANISH SINGHAL  DP-1   24.08.2025 
GAGANYATRI-RAJNATH 
  Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that India is fully prepared 
for its first-ever human spaceflight mission, named Gaganyaan, and this is 
not just a technological achievement, but a new chapter in the journey of a 
self-reliant India. The Defence Minister said this while addressing the 
felicitation ceremony in New Delhi of Gaganyatris Group Captains 
Shubhanshu Shukla, Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair, Ajit Krishnan, and Angad 
Pratap, who have been selected for this mission. Mr Singh said that India's 
contribution is not merely sending satellites into space; the country has 
shown the world what it is capable of. The Minister said that India has 
already marked its presence from the Moon to Mars. Mr Singh stated that 
India does not see space merely as a field of research, but rather as a key 
to the economy, security, energy, and the future of humanity for 
tomorrow. 
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