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GAURAV::RZ EP-1

20-08-2025

CHHATTISGARH - SURRENDER

In Chhattisgarh, 29 Maoists, including ten females, surrendered
today. A reward of about fifty-five lakh rupees had been announced on
them. Of those who surrendered, twenty-one Maoists laid down arms in

Dantewada district, while eight surrendered in Narayanpur district before



senior officers of the police and Central Armed Forces. Under the state
government’s rehabilitation policy, each surrendered Maoist has been
provided an incentive amount of fifty thousand rupees. They will also be
given training for skill development and agricultural land by the
government.

<><><>
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GAURAV EP-1I
20-08-2025

REV. AFGHANISTAN-ACCIDENT

In Afghanistan, death toll in Herat province road accident has

reached 79. Officials said, the accident occurred last night when a



passenger bus collided with a motorbike and a mini-truck on a highway
linking Iran to Herat city. Many victims, including women and children,
were Afghan refugees returning from Iran. The crash caused the bus to
catch fire, making identification of many bodies difficult. Officials fear that
the death toll may rise. Earlier this month, several fatal road accidents
were reported in northern and central Afghanistan, highlighting the

ongoing issue of road safety in the country.

<><><>
PARAS/CB/IANS/NET/1656 HRS
NEW-LS-ONLINE GAMING BILL

The Lok Sabha today passed the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming
Bill 2025. The bill encourages e-sports and online social games while prohibiting
harmful online money gaming services. It has the provision for the appointment of an
Online Gaming Authority for coordinated policy support, strategic development and
regulatory oversight of the sector. The bill is intended to protect individuals, especially
youth and vulnerable populations, from the adverse impact of such games.

While moving the Bill, Electronics and Information Technology Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said, the digital technology sector has witnessed tremendous growth in the
last 11 years. He said, several start-ups are working in the digital technology sector.
The Minister highlighted that online money gaming posed a serious concern in the
society as it creates addiction leading to financial frauds and cheating. He said, several

families have faced financial distress due to online money gaming. Mr. Vaishnaw stated



that several online games are also involved in money laundering and terror financing
activities. Referring to a report, the Minister pointed out that 32 suicides have been
reported in the past 31 months due to online money gaming. Mr. Vaishnaw highlighted
that the bill has three segments namely E sports, online social games and online money
games. He said the government wants to promote E sports, and the online social games
sector. He said an authority will be established to provide support to game developers.

Earlier, Speaker Om Birla termed the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming
Bill 2025 an important legislation saying that the country is witnessing suicides, and
financial losses. He urged the protesting members to participate in the discussion over
the bill. He said, several members have raised the online gaming issue and urged the
government to frame legislation in this regard.

The expansion of information and communication technologies in recent years
has promoted the growth of new forms of digital entertainment tools, prominently in
the form of online gaming. These activities have become an important means of
engagement for the youth of the country. The absence of an enabling legal framework
has adversely impacted the growth of the online gaming sector. The unrestricted and
widespread proliferation of online money games, offering monetary returns in exchange
for deposited funds has led to grave social, economic, and psychological consequences
across the country. Online money gaming platforms often promote compulsive and
addictive behaviour, resulting in financial ruin, mental health disorders, and increasing
incidents of fraud and exploitation. A report from our correspondent:

(V/C - DIPENDRA-in Hindi/ANAND-English-in mail)

The Bill has a provision of complete ban on offering, operating, or




facilitating online money games. There is a provision of imprisonment up to

three years and fine up to one crore rupees or both in case of violation of the

law related to online money gaming. In case of repeat offences, it will attract

enhanced penalties, including imprisonment of 3 to 5 years and fines up to
two crore rupees. The bill will establish a uniform and national-level legal
framework in the public interest. The Bill will protect the country’s youth
from predatory online Real Money Gaming apps, like Poker, Rummy and
other Card games, which manipulate them through misleading monetary

return promises, that leaves entire families in financial distress. The

introduction of the Bill reflects the Government’s commitment to a safe

secure, and innovation-driven Digital India that boosts creativity, safequards

citizens, and strengthens national security. Anand Kumar, Akashvani News

Delhi.
<><><>
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EVE. JAISHANKAR - RUSSIA

External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar has interacted with
prominent scholars and think tank representatives of Russia. In a

social post, Dr Jaishankar said during the meeting, they discussed



India-Russia relations, contemporary world geopolitics and
India’s viewpoint. Dr Jaishankar will also co-chair the 26th Session of
the India-Russia Inter-Governmental Commission on Trade, Economic,
Scientific, Technological and Cultural Cooperation today. He will address
the India-Russia Business Forum meeting in Moscow. The External Affair

Minister arrived Moscow last evening on a three day official visit to Russia.

During the visit, the External Affairs Minister will also meet Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and review the bilateral agenda and share
perspective on regional and global issues. The visit aims to further
strengthen the longstanding and time-tested India-Russia Special and
Privileged Strategic Partnership. Mr Jaishankar's visit follows National
Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval's recent trip to Moscow, where he held
discussions with Russian President Vladimir Putin, First Deputy Prime

Minister Manturov, and Secretary of the Security Council Sergei Shoigu.

<><>SUPARNA/PALLAVI/1631 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
20.08.2025

PM-CP RADHAKRISHNAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today expressed confidence that the



NDA's Vice-Presidential candidate, C. P. Radhakrishnan, will be an
outstanding Vice President. In a social media post, Mr Modi shared that he
along with ministers, party colleagues, and NDA leaders accompanied Mr.
Radhakrishnan as he filed his nomination for the post. He added that the
NDA family is confident that Mr. Radhakrishnan will be an outstanding Vice

President and will enrich its journey towards national progress.

<><>PALLAVI/1420 HRS

GAURAV::RZ EPP 20-08-2025

NEW- PAR- ADJOURN

Special Intensive Revision of electoral roll issue today disrupted the proceedings
of both the Houses of Parliament leading to multiple adjournments. The Lok Sabha was
adjourned four times while the Rajya Sabha witnessed two adjournments before being
finally adjourned for the day. When the Lok Sabha reassembled after the fourth
adjournment at 5 PM, the Lok Sabha passed the Promotion and Regulation of Online
Gaming Bill 2025. The bill was passed amid the noisy scene as the opposition members
were protesting over the SIR issue. Speaker Om Birla urged the protesting members to
participate in the discussion terming the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill
2025 an important bill. After passing the bill with voice vote, the Speaker adjourned the
House for the day.

Earlier, when the House met after the third adjournment at 3 PM, Lok Sabha

Speaker Om Birla objected to the conduct of the protesting MPs saying that their



behaviour is against the Parliamentary norms and decorum. He said, disrupting the
proceedings of the House is not appropriate. Amidst the noisy scenes, the Constitution
(One Hundred and Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025, the Government of Union
Territories (Amendment) Bill, 2025, and the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation
(Amendment) Bill, 2025 were introduced in the Lok Sabha. These bills were introduced
by Union Home Minister Amit Shah. Later, the House referred these bills to a Joint
Committee of Parliament for further scrutiny. As the ruckus continued, the Speaker
adjourned the House till 5 PM.

Earlier, when the House met after the second adjournment at 2 PM, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah moved the motion to introduce the Constitution (One
Hundred and Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025, the Government of Union Territories
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, and the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill,
2025. The opposition member opposed the introduction of the bill. Amidst the noisy
scene, the Chair adjourned the House till 3 PM.

Earlier, when the Lok Sabha assembled at 12 Noon after the first adjournment,
Union Electronics and IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw introduced the Promotion and
Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 2025 amidst opposition uproar. Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju objected to the behaviour of opposition members for disrupting the
House. He said, the opposition is creating disruption in the House from the last three
days and not allowing special discussion on Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla’s
achievement. He termed this unfortunate. The opposition members did not pay heed to
the appeal of the Parliamentary Affairs Minister and continued with their protest,

leading to adjournment of the House till 2 PM.



