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NSD

GAURAV EP-1 14/08/2025
PREZ ADDRESS (EMBARGOED TILL ADDRESS IS OVER)

President Droupadi Murmu today asserted that India is well on the
path of becoming a developed economy by 2047. In her address to the
nation on the eve of the 79" Independence Day, President Murmu
attributed this to the all-round economic growth complemented by social
sector initiatives. She said the nation is marching ahead during the Amrit
Kaal and every citizen is contributing to the best of their ability. President
Murmu expressed belief that youth, women and the communities that had
for long remained on the margins will lead to Viksit Bharat.

(S/B PRESIDENT)
The President termed the killing of innocent citizens in the Pahalgam terror
attack as cowardly and utterly inhuman. She said India responded in a
decisive manner and with steely resolve by launching Operation Sindoor
which showed that country’s armed forces are prepared to meet any
eventuality. President Murmu lauded armed forces for destroying terrorist
hubs across the border with strategic clarity and technical capability. She



hailed Operation Sindoor, saying it will go down in history as an example in
humanity’s fight against terrorism.

(S/B PRESIDENT)
President Murmu stated that India’s unity was most noticeable during this
Operation, and it was a befitting response to those who wanted to divide
the country. She pointed out that India’s unity was on display also in the
multi-party delegations of the Members of Parliament that reached out to
various nations to explain India’s position. The President said the world has
taken note of India’s stance that it will not be the aggressor, but also not
hesitate to retaliate in defence of the country. The President Murmu opined
that Operation Sindoor was also a test case of the Atmanirbhar Bharat
mission in the defence sector. She noted that nation’s indigenous
manufacturing has achieved the critical level that makes India self-
sufficient in meeting many of its security requirements. She emphasized
that these are landmark achievements in India’s defence history since
Independence.

(S/B PRESIDENT)
The President highlighted that India is the fastest growing economy among
the major economies in the world, with a GDP growth rate of 6.5 percent
in the last fiscal. She said that even amid stress in the global economy,
demand at home is pacing ahead and inflation has remained under control
and exports are rising. She added that all key indicators show the economy
in the pink of health and credited this to carefully calibrated reforms and
sagacious economic management. She noted that a large number of
people have been pulled out of poverty through good governance. She
expressed satisfaction that income inequality is reducing and regional
disparities are disappearing. President added that the States and regions,
earlier known for weaker economic performance, are now showing their
true potential and catching up with the front-runners.

(S/B PRESIDENT)
President Murmu mentioned that National Highway network under the
Bharatmala Pariyojana has been expanded and strengthened. She said the
Railways have also innovated, introducing new types of trains and coaches
equipped with latest technologies. She stated that the inauguration of the
rail link in Kashmir valley is a major accomplishment.

(S/B PRESIDENT)
President Murmu noted that in view of rapid urbanization, government has
been paying special attention to improving the conditions of the cities,



including expanding metro rail facilities. She added that the government
considers the basic amenities of life as rightful claims of the citizens and
Jal Jeevan Mission is making progress in providing tap water supply to rural
households.

(S/B PRESIDENT)
In her address, President Droupadi Murmu underlined that healthcare
sector has undergone a paradigm shift with a variety of initiatives under
Ayushman Bharat. This scheme has already provided cover to more than
55 crore people. The President said government has extended this benefit
to all senior citizens of the age of 70 years and above, regardless of their
income.

(S/B PRESIDENT)
Touching upon the subject of Digital India, President said nearly all villages
have 4G mobile connectivity, and the remaining few thousands will be
covered soon. She added that this has made large-scale adoption of digital
payment technologies possible, in which India has become a world leader
in a short span.

(S/B PRESIDENT)
The President remarked that Artificial Intelligence is the next stage of
technological advancement and has already entered into people’s lives. The
government has launched the India-Al mission to strengthen the country’s
Al capabilities. It is also helping to build AI models that answer to India’s
specific requirements. President Murmu stressed that in order to become a
global-Al-hub by 2047, India’s focus will remain on making the best use of
the advances in technology for the common people, to improve their lives
by improving governance.

(S/B PRESIDENT)
The President said, the country celebrated ‘National Handloom Day’ on 7
of August to commemorate the Swadeshi Movement launched in 1905.
President Murmu emphasised that the idea of Swadeshi has been inspiring
national endeavours like Make-in-India initiative and Atmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan. She urged everyone to resolve to buy and use Indian products.
President Murmu observed that National Education Policy has brought in
far-reaching changes, aligning learning with values, and skills with
tradition. She remarked that employment opportunities are booming and
Government has created the most conducive ecosystem for those with
entrepreneurial aspirations. President said that India’s Space programme
has witnessed unprecedented expansion fueled by young minds. She also



expressed confidence that Shubhanshu Shukla’s space journey to the
International Space Station has fired a whole generation to dream bigger.
She added that it will prove extremely helpful for India’s upcoming human
space flight program, ‘Gaganyaan’.

(S/B PRESIDENT)
Speaking about country’s progress in sports and games, President Murmu
expressed confidence that India will establish itself as a global sporting
powerhouse under the vision contained in the National Sports Policy 2025.
She said sports are among important indicators of excellence,
empowerment and potential. She expressed pride that a nineteen-year-old
girl and a thirty-eight-year-old woman from India were the finalists in the
FIDE Women'’s World Cup for chess championship.
President Murmu noted that the gender gap in employment has also been
reducing. She said that with ‘Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam’, the
empowerment of women is no longer a slogan but a reality. She noted that
people belonging to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Backward Classes
and other communities are shedding the tag of the marginalised. She
noted that India is moving ahead at a faster pace towards realizing its true
potential.
The President highlighted that India had the oldest republics in the world
and it is rightly acknowledged as the mother of democracy. She said that
the country built democratic institutions that strengthened the practice of
democracy. She added that the nation prizes its Constitution and
democracy above everything else. President Murmu urged everyone to take
steps to protect the environment. She said that people must also change in
order to respond to the challenge of climate change.
<><> Anand / Suparna 1913 HRS

PAK MEA:

India today hit out at Pakistan for reckless war-mongering and
hateful comments from its leadership, saying that any misadventure will
have painful consequences as was demonstrated recently. Briefing media
in New Delhi this afternoon, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said Pakistan would be well-advised to temper its rhetoric.

[S/B- RANDHIR JAISAWAL ON PAKISTAN - ]

On the Award by Court of Arbitration regarding Indus Water Treaty,

Mr Jaiswal said India has never accepted the legality, legitimacy or



competence of the so-called Court of Arbitration. On the future of US India
relations, the spokesperson said, India and the US share a Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership anchored in shared interests, democratic
values, and robust people-to-people ties.
[ S/B-RANDHIR JAISAWAL ON US RELATION - ]

GAURAV EP-I 14.08.2025
RED FORT- SPECIAL GUEST

The Government has invited one hundred beneficiaries, along with
their spouses, under the National SC-ST Hub (NSSH) Scheme as special
guests to witness the Independence Day ceremony at the Red Fort in New
Delhi tomorrow. These beneficiaries are from both rural and urban areas,
representing various states, including six North Eastern states and six
Union Territories. Union Minister for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
Jitan Ram Manjhi and Minister of State for MSME Shobha Karandlaje will
also host a lunch on Independence Day in honour of the special guests.
They will also be visiting historic monuments in Delhi. The NSSH Scheme
was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2016 with the objective
of promoting entrepreneurship among the Scheduled Castes (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (ST), and to fulfil the mandated four percent
procurement from Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe-owned Micro and
Small Enterprises under the Public Procurement Policy. At present, 1.48
lakh SC and ST entrepreneurs are availing benefits under the NSSH
Scheme.
SHIVANG/RAHISUDDIEN/1550 HRS
GAURAV::KR EP-I 14.08.2025
KISHTWAR-CLOUDBURST

In Jammu and Kashmir a massive cloudburst hit the Paddar area of
Kishtwar district today. At least 10 persons are feared dead in the massive
cloudburst. Akashvani Jammu Correspondent reports that the incident took
place in Chositi, a remote village en route to the Machail Mata Yatra in the
district. Chasoti is the last motorable village en route to the shrine.
However, the annual yatra to the shrine has been suspended following the
incident as authorities mobilised all resources and are heading to the scene
to conduct a massive rescue and relief operation.
Home Minister Amit Shah spoke with Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha and Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on the cloudburst.
In a social media post Mr Shah said that the local administration is
conducting relief and rescue operations. He informed that NDRF teams



have promptly been rushed to the site and the government closely
monitoring the situation and stand firmly with the people of Jammu and
Kashmir through every situation. He assured of all possible assistance to
the people in need.

Union Minister Jitendra Singh said rescue teams have been dispatched,
though difficult terrain and poor weather hinder access. Mr. Singh is
coordinating with central authorities. SDRF and NDRF are being mobilised.
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha and Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
expressed grief and assured full-scale rescue and relief efforts.

<><><>N. GULSHAN RAINA/AKSHIT/JAMMU/MAIL/1603 HRS.

GAURAV EP-1 14.08.2025
RAJNATH SINGH-STUDENTS' INTERACTION

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today interacted with thirty higher
secondary tribal students from Andaman and Nicobar Islands in New Delhi.
During the interaction, Mr. Singh urged the students’ to face every
challenge with confidence and without fear and motivated them to
contribute towards making India one of the most powerful nations. He
underscored the importance of human values, terming them as the most
vital aspect in building a person’s character. The interaction is part of
Aarohan: Dweep to Delhi, which is a seven-day tour organised by the
Andaman and Nicobar Command. These students will also witness the
Independence Day celebrations at Red Fort tomorrow. Chief of Defence
Staff General Anil Chauhan and Chief of Integrated Defence Staff Air
Marshal Ashutosh Dixit were also present during the interaction.

RISHU/PRIYA/1618 HRS



