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CABINET - PM SVANidhi

The Union Cabinet today approved the restructuring of Prime Minister
Street Vendor’s Atma Nirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) Scheme. The Cabinet
also gave approval for extension of the lending period beyond 31st
December 2024. The lending period has now been extended until 31st
March, 2030. The total outlay for the scheme is seven thousand 332 crore
rupees. The key features of the restructured scheme include enhanced
loan amount across first and second tranche, provision of UPI-linked RuPay
Credit Card for beneficiaries who have repaid the second loan and digital
cashback incentives for retail and wholesale transactions. The first tranche
loan has been increased up to 15 thousand rupees from ten thousand
rupees and second tranche loans increased up to 25 thousand rupees from
20 thousand rupees, while the third tranche remains unchanged at 50
thousand rupees. The restructured scheme aims to benefit one crore 15
lakh beneficiaries including 50 lakh new beneficiaries. The scheme’s
coverage is being expanded beyond statutory towns to census towns and
peri-urban areas in graded manner. The introduction of UPI-linked RUPAY
Credit Card would provide immediate access of credit to the street vendors
in order to meet any emergent business and personal requirements. In
order to give boost to digital adoption, the street vendors can avalil
cashback incentives upto one thousand 600 rupees on making retail and
wholesale transactions.

The Government had initially launched PM SVANidhi Scheme on 1st
June 2020 to support street vendors who faced unprecedented hardships
during the COVID-19 pandemic. As of July this year, over 96 lakh loans
amounting to 13 thousand 797 crore rupees have been disbursed to more
than 68 lakh street vendors.
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Science and Technology Minister, Dr Jitendra Singh today said that
India’s early investment and innovation in bio-technology will give it an
edge over other countries and pay huge dividends in the future. Addressing
a press briefing in New Delhi, Dr Singh said that the Government’s Bio-E3
policy has made the once ignored field of bio-tech into one of the most
sought after disciplines amongst the youth. He added that the field has
shown tremendous growth potential and is projected to add 300 billion
dollars to the economy by 2030. The Minister noted that innovations in the
field have enabled customized medical treatment and creating sustainable
food alternatives. He also highlighted the importance of the tests and
experiments in bio-technology conducted during the Axiom-4 mission. He
underlined that the research findings will be relevant not just for India but
rest of the world, realising the vision of Vishwabandhu Bharat.

[ SB - Jitendra Singh ]

During the event, the Minister also launched the "D.E.S.I.G.N. for
BioE3" challenge for the youth as well as the first National Biofoundry
Network. Under this challenge, participants are required to design a new
biological system like a microbe, enzyme or protein which will address real-
world challenges and influence national priorities. The challenge will be
available across two categories where the first category will be open to
school students while the second category will be open to all Indian
nationals. Top 10 Hackathon winning solutions in the second category will
be awarded one lakh rupees each and further opportunity for
implementation.

Meanwhile, under the national biofoundry network, 6 institutions
have been inaugurated to enhance the development of indigenous bio-
waste products and skill development.

<><> ADARSH/ BHANU/ 1602
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IMD - WARNING

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast Heavy to
very heavy rainfall likely over Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Madhya Maharashtra, Kerala and Coastal Karnataka
till tomorrow. Heavy rainfall spell is also likely to continue over Northwest
India during the next six to seven days.



Speaking exclusively to Akashvani News, Senior IMD scientist Dr R K
Jenamani said that exceptionally heavy rainfall was recorded at isolated
places over Jammu in the last 24 hours and broke the record of 70 years.
He said, IMD has issued yellow colour warning for Jammu and Kashmir for
today. Mr Jenamani said that the department has also issued red alert
warning for Telangana and Orange alert for Andhra Pradesh and Odisha.

(S/B - JENAMANI - IN GNR MAIL)
<><>ADITYA/DIPENDRA/1402
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NORTHERN RAILWAY - JAMMU

Northern Railway has cancelled 45 trains and short terminated 25
trains due to heavy rains in Jammu region. Chief Public Relations Officer of
Northern Railway talking to media in New Delhi today said the help desk
has been established at Jammu Tawi, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra,
Pathankot and New Delhi railway stations. The helpline for Jammu is
7888839911 and for Delhi is 97176387751.

(BYTE - Himanshu Shekhar Upadhyay in mail)
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Rev.RAIJNATH-Defence
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said, India does not want anyone's
land, but it is ready to go to any extent to protect its land. In an address at
the concluding day of the joint dialogue program Ran Samvad 2025 at the
Army War College Mhow, in Madhya Pradesh, Defense minister said that
the challenges before India are big, but our resolve and courage are even
bigger. He said that the world respects us not only for our strength, but
also for our dedication to truth, peace and justice.

He said armed forces must be prepared for all kinds of security
challenges including short-duration conflicts to even a five-year war in view
of an unpredictable geopolitical environment.

On the second day of the program two joint doctrines were released
on 'Special Forces Operations' and 'Airborne and Heliborne Operations'.



These doctrines, prepared under the aegis of the Doctrine Directorate
of the Integrated Defense Staff Headquarters with the active participation
of the three armies, lay down the guiding principles, operational concepts
and interoperability framework for the conduct of special forces missions
and airborne operations.

<><><>PRASHANT SHARMA/BHOPAL/MAIL 1247 HRS
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SHAH - OPERATION MAHADEV

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that Operation Sindoor and
Operation Mahadev have sent a clear message to the masterminds of
terror about the consequences of playing with the lives of Indian citizens.
Mr Shah today met and honoured the brave personnel of the Indian Army,
Jammu and Kashmir Police, and CRPF who successfully executed Operation
Mahadev and neutralized the terrorists involved in the Pahalgam attack.
Speaking on the occasion, he said, Operation Sindoor brought satisfaction
to the people, but Operation Mahadev transformed that satisfaction into
confidence. The Minister said, India's NIA's Forensic Science Laboratory
has technically proven that the terrorists killed in Operation Mahadev were
indeed the ones who carried out the brutality in Pahalgam. Mr Shah
asserted that the country's soldiers have shown the world that no matter
how terrorists change their methods and strategies, they can no longer
harm India and get away with it. On behalf of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the entire nation, the Home Minister congratulated all the
security forces for strengthening the sense of security in the hearts of the
people.
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