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PREZ- AT HOME

President Droupadi Murmu hosted At-Home reception at Rashtrapati
Bhavan this evening on the occasion of 79th Independence Day. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, former President Ram Nath Kovind, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla and Chief Justice of India B R Gavai were present on the
occasion. Besides, the event was also attended by Union Ministers
including Rajnath Singh, J P Nadda, Dr S Jaishankar, Piyush Goyal and
Manohar Lal, Anupriya Patel and Arjun Ram Meghwal along with other
eminent dignitaries.

PREZ - JANMASHTAMI

President Droupadi Murmu has extended warm greetings and wished
Indians living in the country and abroad on the occasion of Shri Krishna
Janmashtami. In her message on the eve of Janmashtami, the President
called it a festival filled with joy and enthusiasm. She said that the life and
teachings of Bhagwan Shri Krishna inspires people towards self-
development and self-realisation. She added that Bhagwan Shri Krishna



enlightened humanity about attainment of ultimate truth by following the
path of Dharma. President Murmu highlighted that the festival inspires
people to adopt eternal values embodied by Yogeshwar Shri Krishna. She
urged everyone to take a pledge to follow the teachings of Bhagwan Shri
Krishna and make the society and nation stronger.

SOUTH KOREA-INDIA VISIT

South Korea's Foreign Minister Cho Hyun arrives in New Delhi tonight
on his maiden two day visit to India during which he is scheduled to attend
a number of key engagements besides holding bilateral discussions with
External Affairs Minister (EAM) Dr. S Jaishankar. During his visit, the two
nations will discuss ways to boost exchanges and cooperation. The visit is
expected to focus on strengthening strategic cooperation between India
and South Korea in areas such as: semiconductors, green hydrogen, trade
and maritime security. Cho Hyun’s visit is part of India’s efforts to boost its
engagement with Asia, particularly in the Indo-Pacific region. He was
previously India’s ambassador from 2015 to 2017 and has expertise in
multilateral diplomacy. Cho Hyun recently spoke with Dr. Jaishankar,
discussing deepening bilateral ties between the two countries. Earlier on
July 28, in a post on social media, Dr. Jaishankar had conveyed his best
wishes to the South Korean counterpart for a successful tenure.

JANMASHTAMI

Festival of Janmashtami, which marks the birth of Lord Krishna, is
being celebrated across the country today. Devotees throng to the temples
to offer prayers to Lord Krishna. Mathuraand Vrindavan in Uttar Pradesh is
fully geared to celebrate the birth of LordKrishna. Thousands of temples
including Banke Bihari Temple, Prem Mandir,Iskcon Temple and Shri
Krishna Janm Bhumi Temple have been tastefully decorated in Mathura,
the birth place of Lord Krishna.

NHAI - FASTAG ANNUAL PASS

The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has successfully
implemented the ‘FASTag Annual Pass’ facility from today at around 1
thousand 150 Toll Plazas across the country. According to the Road
Transport and Highways Ministry, around 1 lakh 40 thousand users have



purchased and activated the annual pass till 7 PM on the first day of
implementation. It added that almost 1 lakh 40 thousand transactions were
recorded on toll plazas. The Ministry further informed that NHAI officials
and Nodal officers have also been appointed on each toll plaza to ensure a
smooth travel experience for the pass users.

The FASTag Annual Pass has been launched with the aim to eliminate
the need to frequently recharge FASTag through a one-time fee payment
of 3 thousand. The pass carries validity of one year or 200 toll plaza
crossings. The FASTag Annual Pass is applicable for all non-commercial
vehicles with a valid FASTag.

EXPORT- IMPORT GROWTH

India's merchandise exports showed a strong performance in July,
registering an increase of around 7.3 per cent to 37.24 billion dollars on an
annual basis. According to provisional data by the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, major drivers of goods exports growth were engineering
goods, gems and jewellery, electronics, pharmaceuticals and organic and
inorganic chemicals. Among these, electronic goods exports increased
around 34 per cent from 2.81 billion dollars in July 2024 to 3.77 billion
dollars last month. However, the merchandise trade deficit increased to an
eight-month high of 27.35 billion dollars in July. This was due to sharp rise
of 8.6 per cent in imports which stood at 64.59 billion dollars during the
month. According to the estimates, in the April to July period of current
financial year, merchandise exports increased to 149.20 billion dollars,
while imports rose 244.01 billion dollars. The total exports of goods and
services during the same period is estimated at 277.63 billion dollars,
registering a growth of 5.23 per cent as compared to corresponding figure
last year.

EARLY- TRUMP-PUTIN MEETING

The talks between Russian President Vladimir Putin and US President
Donald Trump in Alaska did not reach an agreement to resolve Ukraine-
Russia conflict. The peace talks were held a nearly three-hour at the
Elmendorf-Richardson military base in Anchorage, Alaska. Addressing the
joint conference after the meeting, Russian President Vladimir Putin said
the central issue of their discussion was the Ukraine conflict. Putin said he



is sincerely interested in putting an end to the conflict and he described it
as a tragedy. He said Russia needs to eliminate the "primary causes" of the
conflict and warned Ukraine and Europe must not sabotage talks. The
Russian President said it was time to move from confrontation to dialogue,
and called the meeting a long overdue. Speaking at the press conference,
Mr Trump said called the meeting 'extremely productive' and added that
some things are still to be decided. He said US and Russia have a "very
good chance" of further progress. US President further added that he will
call NATO allies and others, including Ukraine's Zelensky. He said a deal is
ultimately up to them and they will have to agree. He further clarified that
there is no deal until there's a deal. The joint press conference, however,
lasted only a few minutes. Trump and Putin each spoke for a few minutes
to reporters and took no questions.

PM-KHELO POLICY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said the central government has introduced
the Khelo India policy to promote sports in the country. Addressing the
Nation from the Ramparts of the Red Fort on the 79th Independence Day,
Prime Minister Modi said the policy was introduced, so that efforts could be
made for the all-round development of the sports ecosystem in the
country. Mr Modi added that under the Khelo India policy, several multi-
sport competitions are conducting at various levels and categories,
including the Khelo India Youth Games, Khelo India University Games,
Khelo India Winter Games, and Khelo India Para Games. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also emphasised the importance of sports in development
and expressed joy over parents of this generation who encourage their
children to take up a sport. He said if children take an interest in sports, it
is a very auspicious sign for the future of the country. India aspires to host
the Summer Olympics in 2036, which would be a significant step toward
becoming a sporting powerhouse. Several young, talented athletes and
veterans have received the best services and equipment to assist them in
achieving an Olympic medal under the Target Olympic Podium Scheme
(TOPS), which was introduced in 2014. With seven medals—two silver, four
bronze, and one gold—India achieved its highest medal total in the 2020
Tokyo Olympics. India took six medals in the 2024 Summer Olympics in
Paris, including five bronze and one silver.

IMD WEATHER



India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast very heavy to
extremely heavy rainfall over Konkan and Goa today. The Met Department
also predicted heavy to very heavy rainfall over Assam, Meghalaya,
Uttarakhand, Madhya Maharashtra, Telangana, West Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat Region. Heavy rainfall is also expected over Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Chhattisgarh, Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Mahe, and Marathwada.

Similar conditions are likely to prevail over East Madhya Pradesh,
East Rajasthan, Haryana, Chandigarh , Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,
Saurashtra, Vidarbha and West Uttar Pradesh. The IMD also forecast
thunderstorms with gusty winds and lightning over Andaman and Nicobar
Islands today. In National Capital Delhi, heavy rainfall is likely to prevail
during the day.



