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GOVT-TOMATO PRICE

The Government has said that the retail prices of tomatoes have spiked
across the country due to temporary localised factors rather than any
fundamental demand-supply imbalance or production shortfall. Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution Ministry said that in Delhi, the tomato
prices soared to 73 rupees per kilogram due to heavy rainfall in the
northern and north-western regions of the country since the last week of
July. It added that this weather-related disruption caused prices to spike to
as high as 85 rupees per kg by the end of July. The Ministry said, with the
recovery and stabilisation of daily arrivals at the Azadpur mandi over the
past week, retail prices have begun to decline. The Ministry said that
major cities like Chennai and Mumbai have not witnessed a similar price
surge. The price of tomatoes in Chennai stood at 50 rupees per kg, while in
Mumbai at 58 rupees per kg. At present, the all-India average retail price
of tomato is 52 rupees per kg, which is still lower than 54 rupees per kg
last year. It further informed that the higher production of onion and
potato over the previous year ensured sufficient supply, along with
government buffer stock and continued price stability.

REV. RAILWAYS-TRAIL RUN

The Indian Railway has achieved a new milestone by successfully conduct
a trial run of Asia's largest, a 4.5 km long freight train 'Rudrastra’. The



trial run was conducted from the Ganjkhwaja railway station in Chandauli,
Uttar Pradesh to Garhwa in Jharkhand covering a distance of 209 km in 5
hours 10 minutes at an average speed of 40.50 km per hour. Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM) Uday Singh Meena said now freight trains will be
sent from The Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Division (DDU) of East Central
Railway to the Dhanbad Division for quick loading and transportation of
goods.

The Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw also shared a video of the trial run
and said Rudrastra is Bharat's longest freight train of 4.5 km long.
Rudrastra is Asia's longest freight train, which will make freight
transportation and loading quick. This will not only save resources but also
time. Mr Meena said Rudrastra was prepared by adding three long haul
(two goods trains each) racks. A total of 345 wagons were included in it,
with 72 tonnes of goods loaded in one empty wagon. He informed that two
engines were attached in front and one with each rack after every 59
bogeys. In all, seven engines were used. One rack had 59 bogeys. He said
in @ way, five goods trains were lined up one after the other with the first
goods train having two engines.

RS - MANN KI BAAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Mann ki Baat programme on
Akashwani has generated over 34 crore rupees revenue since its inception.
Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting Dr L Murugan said this
in a written reply in Rajya Sabha Yesterday. He said that through these
monthly radio episodes, the Prime Minister shares inspiring stories of
Indians doing impactful work in areas such as education, health,
environment, innovation, and social service. Mr Murugan said a large
segment of the audience engages by listening to the programme on
Akashvani, which broadcasts it live across its national and regional
network. Simultaneously, the programme is telecast on various
Doordarshan national and regional language channels. He said, there is
significant Expansion in Audience Engagement for ‘Mann Ki Baat’ on Digital
Platforms Including YouTube and OTT. Mr Murugan said, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’'s Mann Ki Baat continue to lead as a national platform
showcasing grassroots achievers and inspiring citizen participation in
nation-building.



EDUCATION- MENTAL HEALTH

The National Task Force on Student Mental Health and Suicide
Prevention in Higher Educational Institutions has launched its dedicated
website today.The portal hosts structured online survey questionnaires,
designed to collect anonymous and confidential inputs on a wide range of
themes including campus environment, sources of distress and systemic
discrimination and Suggestions for improving student wellbeing.
Constituted under the Chairmanship of Former Justice Ravindra Bhat, the
Task Force aims to develop comprehensive recommendations to improve
student wellbeing and prevent suicides in Higher Education Institutions.The
National Task Force appealed to all stakeholders and the State Nodal
Officers appointed for this initiative to actively participate in the process by
responding to the surveys in large numbers. The diversity of views and
lived experiences collected through this participatory process will play a
critical role in shaping the final recommendations of the Task Force.

Secretary, Department of Higher Education, Dr Vineet Joshi said that
the Department of Higher Education is extending all possible support to the
Task Force, be it in terms of coordination, data sharing, policy inputs, or
facilitating outreach to institutions and stakeholders. He reiterated the
Department’s commitment to strengthening student well-being and mental
health frameworks within higher education, and affirmed that the Ministry
is closely aligned with the objectives of the Task Force.

ECI-RAHUL GANDHI CLAIMS

Election Commission has rejected the claims made by Congress leader and
Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi over vote theft. The
Commission asked Mr Gandhi to either sign the declaration on issues he
raised during the press conference which he believes is true or else
apologise to the nation. In a social media post, the ECI said that if Mr
Gandhi does not sign the Declaration, it would mean that he does not
believe in his analysis and he is making absurd allegations. The poll body
further clarified that during preparation of Electoral Roll in Lok Sabha
elections 2024, hardly any appeals were filed by Congress across all 36
States and Union Territories under the Representation of the People Act.
The Commission mentioned that many such allegations are being made by
Mr Rahul Gandhi, though no written complaint ever being submitted by



him. The poll body said, in the past as well, he has never personally sent a
self-signed letter to the Commission. Highlighting the Maharashtra election
issue raised by Mr Gandhi in December 2024, the ECI said that it has
issued reply in December last year which is publicly available on
Commission’s website but Mr Gandhi claims that ECI never responded.

IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy to very
heavy rainfall at isolated places over Arunachal Pradesh tomorrow. Heavy
rainfall accompanied by thunderstorms and lightning is also expected over
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit, Baltistan,
Muzaffarabad, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, Sub Himalayan West
Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
tomorrow. The IMD said that parts of Northeast India including Assam,
Sikkim and Meghalaya are expected to witness heavy rainfall for the next
three to four days. The weather department also forecast thunderstorm
accompanied by lightning over Konkan and Goa, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, East Rajasthan, Interior Karnataka and
Jharkhand tomorrow.

PREZ-RAKHI WISH

President Droupadi Murmu has greeted citizens on the eve of Raksha
Bandhan. In her message, the President highligted that the holy festival of
Raksha Bandhan signifies the unique bond of love and trust between
brothers and sisters. She said that this festival promotes harmony and
spirit of unity in the society. President Murmu noted that this occasion is
also an opportunity to preserve India’s rich cultural heritage and moral
values and it strengthens everyone’s determination to protect the rights of
women and respect them. She urged people to pledge to build a
prosperous country where every woman feels safe and can actively
contribute to the development of the nation.



CABINET BRIEFING

The government has approved the continuation of targeted
subsidies for Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana consumers for the year 2025-
26 with the estimated cost of over 12 thousand crore rupees. Briefing
media in New Delhi today about the Cabinet decision taken under the
chairmanship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said, over 10 crore 33 lakh
households have been benefited under the scheme. The government will
provide a targeted subsidy of 300 rupees per 14.2 kilogram cylinder for up
to nine refills per year.

(S/B- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

REV. PM-PUTIN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today had a detailed conversation with
Russian President Vladimir Putin. Mr Putin briefed Mr. Modi on the latest
developments concerning Ukraine. While thanking President Putin for his
detailed assessment, the Prime Minister reiterated India’s consistent
position for peaceful resolution of the conflict. Both leaders also reviewed
the progress in the bilateral agenda and reaffirmed the commitment to
further deepen the India-Russia Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership. Mr Modi invited President Putin to India later this year for the
23rd India-Russia Annual Summit



