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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Bihar and West Bengal today.
In Bihar, Mr Modi will lay the foundation stone and inaugurate multiple
development projects worth around 13 thousand crore rupees at Gaya at
around 11 AM. Prime Minister will also flag off two trains and address the
gathering. Thereafter, he will inaugurate Aunta - Simaria bridge project on
River Ganga. It will provide direct connectivity between Mokama in Patna
and Begusarai. The new bridge will reduce this extra travel distance of
more than 100 km for vehicles travelling between North Bihar and South
Bihar.

Prime Minister will also inaugurate the four-lane Bakhtiyarpur to
Mokama section of NH-31, which will ease congestion, reduce travel time,
and enhance passenger and freight movement. Mr Modi will also
inaugurate Buxar Thermal Power Plant, which will significantly enhance
power generation capacity, improve energy security, and meet the growing
electricity demand of the region.

Prime Minister will also inaugurate the Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital
& Research Centre at Muzaffarpur. This state-of-the-art facility will provide
advanced and affordable cancer care to patients in Bihar and neighbouring
states. Mr Modi will inaugurate the Sewerage Treatment Plant (STP) and
Sewerage Network at Munger constructed under Namami Gange. It will
help reduce pollution load in the Ganga and improve sanitation facilities in
the region. Prime Minister will flag off two trains - Amrit Bharat Express
between Gaya and Delhi, and Buddhist Circuit Train between Vaishali and
Koderma. Grih Pravesh ceremony of 12,000 rural beneficiaries under
PMAY-Gramin and 4,260 beneficiaries under PMAY-Urban will also take
place with the symbolic handing over of keys to a few beneficiaries by the
Prime Minister.

In West Bengal, Prime Minister will flag off metro train services on
the newly constructed sections in Kolkata at around 4:15 PM and
undertake a metro ride from Jessore Road Metro Station to Jai Hind
Bimanbandar and back. Further, he will lay the foundation stone and
inaugurate multiple development projects worth over 5,200 crore rupees at
Kolkata. He will also address the gathering on the occasion.

PIB/Dharmendra/Patna/Mail/0418
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ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan has said that India’s maiden manned
space mission - Gaganyaan will conduct its first test flight in December this
year. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi, Mr Narayanan said that
Gaganyaan is progressing well as 80 percent tests or around seven
thousand 700 tests have been conducted so far. He added that the
remaining two thousand 300 test will be completed by March next year.
Highlighting other achievements of ISRO, Mr Narayanan said that 196
accomplishments have been achieved so far this year including GLEX-2025
and a high thrust electric propulsion system. He noted that a 6 thousand
500 kilogram communication satellite of USA will be launched from Indian
launchpad. He further highlighted that 13 terabits of data from Aditya L1
has been provided to the scientific community through this year.

[ SB - V. Narayanan -
<https://x.com/ANI/status/1958437084110172176> ]
Talking about ISRO's role in Axiom-4 Mission, the ISRO chief mentioned
that ISRO’s technical expertise played crucial role in ensuring safe launch
of the mission. He noted that ISRO corrected the LOX leakage observed in
the first stage of Falcon-9 Rocket, avoiding catastrophic failure.

CB/ADARSH/0648

SHUKLA MP-11 22.08.2025
JAISHANKAR - RUSSIA

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar called on Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Moscow during his three-day visit to Russia. Dr Jaishankar
also held talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov yesterday and
reviewed the bilateral agenda while exchanging views on regional and
global developments. India and Russia vowed to expand their bilateral
trade in a balanced and sustainable manner. Addressing a joint press
conference with his Russian counterpart after talks, Dr Jaishankar
underlining the need to swiftly address non-tariff barriers and regulatory
impediments. He said, relations between India and Russia have been
among the steadiest of the major relationships in the world after the
Second World War. Dr Jaishankar said, Geo-political convergence,
leadership contacts and popular sentiment remain its key drivers. During
their talks, Dr Jaishankar and Mr Lavrov also deliberated on ways to
combat terrorism. Dr Jaishankar said sustaining energy cooperation




through trade and investments is also important. In the meeting, the two
leaders reaffirmed the shared commitment of India and Russia to the
reform of global governance. They also deliberated on the situation in
Ukraine, West Asia and Afghanistan. Dr Jaishankar also co-chaired the 26th
Session of the India-Russia Inter-Governmental Commission on Trade,
Economic, Scientific, Technological and Cultural Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC)
and addressed the India-Russia Business Forum.

Agencies/CB/0718
SHUKLA DP-I 22.08.2025
PM-SWARAJ PAUL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has condoled the demise of NRI
industrialist and philanthropist Swaraj Paul. In a social media post, Mr.
Modi said that the contributions of Paul to industry, philanthropy and public
service in the UK, and his unwavering support for closer ties with India will
always be remembered. The Prime Minister also recalled their interactions.

PRIYA/0924

BHUVNESH DP-I 22.08.2025
GAMING BILL IMPACT

India's leading real money gaming (RMG) companies, including
Dream Sports, Gameskraft, Mobile Premier League (MPL) and Zupee, have
started suspending games involving real money on their platforms, after
the government passed the 'Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming
Bill 2025".

The bill banned all online money games, where players stake money
with the expectation of financial returns, regardless of whether they are
skill-based or chance-based. Further it granted authorities the power to
search any premise and arrest without a warrant any person under
suspicion of violation. The government footed the bill citing the rise of
online money gaming, which has led to addiction, financial loss, and crime.

ALOK/IANS/1039 HRS
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ASSAM RIFLES MANIPUR MAPPING

Former Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh today appreciated
the Assam Rifles for recording biometrics and verifying other details of



42,000 Myanmar nationals who entered India since December last year. On
social media platform X, Singh wrote, that this is a positive step towards
regulating the entry of foreign nationals.
Earlier, Lt Gen Vikas Lakhera, Director General Assam Rifles, shared
insights on the new Free Movement Regime (FMR) policy of the
government observing that the data of the mapping excercise is being
shared with all Government agencies.
As per the provisions of the new FMR policy, the Myanmarese citizens
primarily stay temporarily in the Northeastern states of India, mainly in
Manipur, Nagaland, Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh and eventually return
to their country.

ALOK/IANS/1031 HRS

BHUVNESH DP-I 22.08.2025
NDA MP - RADHAKRISHNAN

NDA MP's today met and felicitated Vice Presidential candidate C P
Radhakrishnan in New Delhi. Union Minister Pralhad Joshi, Manohar Lal,
Arjun Ram Meghwal, Harsh Malhotra and MPs from Delhi, Haryana, and
Rajasthan extended their best wishes to Radhakrishnan ahead of the Vice
Presidential election. The Vice Presidential Election will be held on the 9th
of next month. The scrutiny of the nominations will take place today. The
election has been necessitated due to the resignation of Jagdeep Dhankhar
who tendered his resignation last month citing health reasons. This will be
the 17th Vice Presidential election. The Vice-President is elected by an
Electoral College, which consists of the members of the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha.

<><>DIPENDRA/1047

BHUVNESH :: MADHVI DP-I 22.08.2025
J&K UNION MINISTER

The Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) has
revealed significant developments in highway construction and upgradation
projects across Jammu & Kashmir over the last four years. Akashvani
Jammu Correspondent reports that Union Minister for Road Transport and
Highways, Nitin Gadkari said J&K has seen consistent investment in road
infrastructure, albeit with varying project volumes and costs. He said in



J&K, a total of 43 highway development and upgradation projects were
approved between 2021-22 and 2024-25, covering approximately 653
kilometres of road length at a cumulative cost of over Rs 27 thousand 800
crore. In 2021-22 alone, 15 projects covering 197 km were sanctioned at a
significant investment of Rs. 14 thousand 235 crore. The following year,
2022-23, saw an additional 15 projects approved, adding 248 km of
National Highway length with a total allocation of Rs. 9 thousand 538
crore. The pace of approvals slowed slightly in 2023-24, with 8 projects
covering 179 km and costing Rs. 2 thousand 774 crore. In the current
financial year 2024-25, up to August, 5 more projects have been cleared,
covering 29 km with an allocation of Rs. 1 thousand 262 crore. Gadkari
further said the synergy with the PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan
(NMP) is also evident in these phased and prioritised developments. The
Union Minister said that National Highway development is a continuous
process, and projects are taken up based on traffic density, road condition,
connectivity needs, and strategic priorities aligned with national
development goals. The pending proposals are being reviewed and
prioritised in coordination with the PM Gati Shakti framework.

N. GULSHAN RAINA / JAMMU / MAIL/ 1105 HRS
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SC STRAY DOGS

The Supreme Court modified its earlier directions for capture
and complete relocation of stray dogs in the Delhi-NCR region. In a fresh
order, the three-judge Bench of Justices Vikram Nath, Sandeep Mehta and
N.V. Anjaria directed that stray dogs picked up must be released in their
own territory after sterilisation and immunisation, except those infected
with rabies or exhibiting aggressive behaviour.

Justice Nath-led Bench emphasised the creation of dedicated
feeding spaces for stray dogs while restricting public feeding. Expanding
the scope of proceedings beyond Delhi-NCR, the apex court impleaded all
Union Territories and state governments for creation of a pan-India policy
on stray dogs and proposed transferring to itself similar petitions pending
in various High Courts.

The Bench did not alter its earlier direction that any
organisation or group obstructing removal of stray dogs would face strict
legal action. Earlier, a Division Bench had directed municipal bodies across
Delhi-NCR to immediately capture all stray dogs and relocate them to



shelters.

ALOK/NANDINI/IANS/1142 HRS
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ECI-VP OBSERVER

Election Commission of India has appointed two observers for the
upcoming Vice Presidential Election. Additional Secretary of Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, Sushil Kumar Lohani and Additional Secretary of Ministry of
Finance, D. Anandan have been appointed as observers. The Vice
Presidential Election will be held on the 9th of next month. The election has
been necessitated due to the resignation of Jagdeep Dhankhar who
tendered his resignation last month citing health reasons. This will be the
17th Vice Presidential election. The Vice-President is elected by an Electoral
College, which consists of the members of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.
NDA has chosen CP Radhakrishnan as its Vice Presidential candidate, while
the opposition INDIA bloc has fielded former Supreme Court Judge B
Sudershan Reddy.

CB/Akshit/Bhupendra/0435



