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PM JAMMU

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will virtually flag off Vande Bharat
Express train service between Amritsar and Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra
on August 10. Akashvani Jammu Correspondent reports that a senior



officer of the Jammu rail division, said, Vande Bharat train No. 26406 will
run from Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra to Amritsar while train No. 26405
will run from Amritsar to Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra six days a week
except Tuesday. The train No. 26406 will depart from Katra at 6:40 AM and
reach Amritsar at 12:20 PM, with stops at Jammu, Pathankot Cantt,
Jalandhar City, Vyas. The same train will depart from Amritsar at 4:25 PM
and reach Katra at 10 PM. Meanwhile, the Northern Railway has opened
Anantnag railway station in the Kashmir Valley for transport of goods. In a
statement, Railways said, as a major step towards promoting economic
activities in the Kashmir Valley, Northern Railway has officially opened the
Anantnag railway station for the movement of goods. With this decision,
Anantnag is now equipped to handle the commodity, which will provide a
new and efficient transport option for businesses across Kashmir. This
station will operate daily from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. and will carry out all types
of goods (except petroleum products) through railway tracks.

IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued red alert for
very heavy rainfall in Arunachal Pradesh today. IMD said that Arunachal
Pradesh will experience heavy rainfall at isolated places till Monday. IMD
also predicted heavy rainfall over the reamaining parts of Northeast,
alongwith Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal today. The weather agency
said that thunderstorm accompanied with lightning and gusty winds is very
likely at isolated places over Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal and
Sikkim today. It also said, widespread rainfall is very likely over the most
parts of the countary except Madhya Maharashtra and Marathwada.

PAR-ADJOURN

Both the Houses of the parliament have been adjourned till 12
noon following opposition parties' uproar over various issues. When the
Rajya Sabha assembled at 11:00 AM, the House paid tributes to freedom
fighters who fought for independence during the Quit India Movement.
Deputy Chairman Harivansh said, tomorrow, 9th August, marks 83rd
anniversary of historic Quit India Movement which was a defining chapter
in the nation's relentless struggle for independence. He said, the
movement, launched by Mahatma Gandhi in 1942, marked a decisive and



powerful call to end British colonial rule. The Deputy Chairman said that he
had received 20 adjournment notices from different political parties relating
to various issues but the notices were rejected citing ruling. He appealed to
the opposition members to go back to their seats and allow the House to
function. Harivansh said more than 56 hours have been lost due to
continuous disruptions in the Rajya Sabha. As the pandemonium
continued, the Deputy Chairman adjourned the House till 12 noon.

The Lok Sabha also paid tributes to people who fought for India’s
Independence during the Quit India Movement. The House also paid
tributes to its former member Satyapal Malik, who passed away in New
Delhi this week. Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla tried to run Question Hour.
However, the opposition members started sloganeering demanding
discussion on the Special Intensive Revision of electoral roll in Bihar. Mr
Birla expressed displeasure over the disruption of the proceedings in the
House. As the ruckus continued the Speaker adjourned the House till 12
noon.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi received a call from Brazilian President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva yesterday. In a statement, Prime Minister's Office
informed that during their telephonic conversation, the two leaders agreed
to to enhance cooperation in trade, technology, energy, defence,
agriculture, health and people-to-people ties. They also exchanged views
on regional and global issues of mutual interest. Prime Minister Modi
further recalled his visit to Brazil last month. The PMO said, the two leaders
also reiterated their commitment to take India-Brazil Strategic Partnership
to new heights.
<><><>

Israel’s security cabinet has approved Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's proposal to occupy Gaza City. The Cabinet has also adopted
five principles for ending the war in Gaza which includes, disarming of
Hamas, return of all the hostages - the living and the dead, demilitarization
of Gaza, Israeli security control in Gaza and establishment of a civil
administration that is neither Hamas nor the Palestinian Authority. Official
statement said the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) will prepare for taking
control of Gaza City while distributing humanitarian assistance to the
civilian population outside the combat zones.



<><><>

National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval called on Russian President
Vladimir Putin at Kremlin in Moscow yesterday. Earlier in the day, Mr Doval
held talks with Russian Security Council Secretary Sergey Shoigu. Speaking
on the occasion, the National Security Adviser said, India has a special and
long relationship with Russia and it values this relationship. He said, both
sides had high-level engagement and these engagements have contributed
very substantially. The NSA also said, Russian President Vladimir Putin will
visit India soon and the dates are almost finalised. However, no specific
date or timeline has been indicated about the visit.

[(S/B - AJIT DOVAL-PITIN - 23 SEC.]
<><><>

Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
will today inaugurate the construction work of a grand temple dedicated to
Goddess Sita at Punaura Dham in Sitamarhi district of Bihar. The
foundation stone laying ceremony and Bhoomi Pujan for the grand temple
will take place this afternoon amidst chanting of Vedic mantras. On this
occasion, Amit Shah will also address a public gathering.

<><><>

The Election Commission has rebutted the claims made by Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi wherein he alleged manipulation
in the voter list. In a social media fact Check, Election Commission termed
these allegation as misleading saying that if Mr Gandhi believes what he is
saying is true, then he should sign the Declaration/Oath as per the
Elections rule. The commission also said that if Leader of Opposition does
not believe in what he is saying, then he should stop arriving at absurd
conclusions and misleading the citizens of the country.

<><><>

India has recorded more than 1.31 lakh foreign tourist arrivals (FTAs) for
medical purposes from January to April 2025, accounting for approximately
4.1% of total FTAs during the period. This was stated by Union Minister for
Tourism and Culture Gajendra Singh Shekhawat in a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha. Over the past five years, Bangladesh has emerged as the top
source country for medical tourists, with 4.82 lakh arrivals in 2024,
followed by Irag, Somalia, Oman, and Uzbekistan.
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