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PM NAMIBIA (ATTN. Market Mantra)

As Windhoek prepares to welcome Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
expectations are running high for a renewed era of partnership between
India and Namibia. With bilateral trade currently at around 600 million
dollars, the visit is expected to give a major push to commercial ties and
open new avenues for Indian investments in Namibia’s key sectors. A
report:

(V/C)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s maiden visit to Namibia is
being seen as a turning point in Indo-Namibian relations. Indian
High Commissioner to Namibia, Rahul Srivastava, says the visit

offers a strong opportunity for both countries - Namibia can tap
into India’s vast experience, while India can strengthen its
presence in Africa, especially in sectors of strategic importance.
He said that the discussion regarding the Preferential trade
agreement between India and South African Customs Union are
going on.

Sound Byte - Rahul Srivastava
"With the Preferential Trade Agreement with SACU - the
South African Customs Union - _in the works, bilateral trade is
expected to double in the coming years."
India already has a strong footprint in Namibia’s diamond
industry and business leaders are looking forward to this visit

with optimism.
Byte - Prakash Kothari, Diamond Factory Owner

Speaking to Akashvani News, Mahendra Shah, Diamond
Businessman, Windhoek said the Prime Minister’s presence will

catalyze deeper cooperation, especially in critical resources and

mineral exploration.
Byte - Mahendra Shah, Diamond Businessman, Windhoek

As Namibia rolls out the red carpet for Prime Minister Modi,
the visit is expected to spark a new phase of strategic and
economic cooperation. For both countries, it marks not only the
strengthening of trade ties but also the beginning of a deeper.

more_resilient partnership. For Market Mantra, this is Apara
Khunt, Akashvani News, Windhoek.




JITENDRA SINGH - RAJASTHAN

Union Science and Technology Minister, Dr. lJitendra Singh today
inaugurated the Dholpur Science Centre in Rajasthan. It has been
established by the National Institute of Immunology under the Vigyan Setu
initiative. On this occasion, Dr. Singh said the centre is an important effort
towards promoting scientific temperament among the youth. He also
visited the science exhibition organised by school students. Minister of
State for Home, Rajasthan, Jawahar Singh Bedham and others were also
present during the programme.

BJP- KOLKATA CASE REPORT

BJP today accused the West Bengal Police of not doing a fair
investigation into the Kolkata student alleged gang rape case as the party
panel submitted its report to its President J P Nadda. Briefing media in New
Delhi, BJP leader Satya Pal Singh, who was a member of the party
committee constituted to investigate the case, alleged that the police have
manipulated the facts. He claimed that the name of the main accused
involved in the incident has been removed from the FIR. Mr. Singh also
accused Chief Minister Mamta Banerjee of protecting the criminals in the
state.

SB- Dr. Satya Pal Singh

In its report, the four-member BJP committee has recommended
conducting an independent judicial inquiry into the matter. Along with
Satya Pal Singh, senior BJP leaders Meenakshi Lekhi, Biplab Kumar Deb
and Manan Kumar Mishra were members of the panel.

PM-JAN DHAN

The Finance Ministry today clarified that no direction has been given to
banks to close inactive Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan accounts. It came in the
wake of media reports stating that the Department of Financial Services
has asked banks to close such accounts. In a statement, the Ministry said it
constantly monitors the number of inoperative Jan Dhan accounts and
advises banks to contact the account holders to make their accounts
operative. It highlighted that the total nhumber of Jan Dhan accounts has
seen a rising trend, and no incidents of mass closure of inactive accounts
have come to the knowledge of the Ministry. It also said, a three-month



campaign is underway to maximise the penetration of Jan Dhan Yojana
accounts, Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, Atal Pension Yojana, and other
welfare schemes.

EVE. TEXAS-FLOOD

At least 104 people have been dead and another 41 are missing
following flash floods in central Texas. According to media reports, figures
are changing quickly as rescuers continue to search for the missing, and
the death toll continues to rise. Many of the bodies have yet to be formally
identified. Local media reported that most of the fatalities occurred in Kerr
County, where a riverside Christian girls' camp was deluged, claiming the
lives of several children and leaving others missing. Three days after the
inundation, one of the largest search-and-rescue efforts in recent Texas
history was shifting toward a recovery operation. The catastrophe unfolded
before daybreak on Friday as the river rose around 26 feet in the span of
just 45 minutes.

EVE. PM-BRASILIA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold delegation level talks with
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva in Brasilia this evening. The
talks will focus on broadening of the Strategic Partnership between the two
countries in areas of mutual interest including trade, defence, energy,
space, technology, agriculture, health and people to people linkages.
Several agreements are also expected to be signed after the talks between
the two nations.

The Prime Minister arrived in the Brazilian capital last night after
wrapping up a very productive visit to Rio de Janeiro for the 17th BRICS
Summit. On his arrival in Brasilia, Mr. Modi was welcomed with a
traditional Brazilian Samba Reggae performance by the Batala Mundo band
at the airport. In a social media post, the Prime Minister said the band’s
music was a global effort to promote Afro-Brazilian percussion. He also
received a warm welcome from members of the Indian diaspora, who
gathered at the airport to greet him.

India’s Ambassador to Brazil, Dinesh Bhatia said India and Brazil are
expected to sign four agreements after the talks.

[S/B-FINAL-DINESH BHATIA]

After concluding his Brazil visit, the Prime Minister will reach Namibia

tomorrow for the final leg of his five-nation tour.



PLANTATION DRIVE-GADKARI

Government is taking several steps to reduce carbon emissions and make
the National Highways more eco-friendly in the country. Over 4.78 crore
trees have been planted and 70 thousand trees have been transplanted
along National Highways so far across the country. This was stated by
Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari while
addressing a gathering during the plantation drive under Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam 2.0 along the Faridabad-Noida International Airport Corridor today.
He added that the target for the year 2024-25 was 60 lakh trees, while 112
per cent of the target has been achieved by planting 67 lakh saplings along
National Highways. The Minister highlighted that the Transport
Department bears greater responsibility towards ecology and the
environment, as 40 percent of the pollution in the country can be directly
attributed to the transport sector.

BYTE-GADKARI
(https://x.com/nitin_gadkari/status/1942489689367187703)
Mr. Gadkari also advocated for the use of bamboo, describing it as a
multipurpose which can be used to manufacture a variety of products. He
added that India’s automobile industry has surpassed Japan to become the

third largest in the world.

WIMBLEDON 2025

In Tennis, the quarterfinals of Wimbledon 2025 will begin today, with top
stars Aryna Sabalenka and Carlos Alcaraz headlining an exciting Day Nine
schedule. Four singles matches — two on Centre Court and two on Court 1
— will decide the first set of semifinalists at this year’s Championships. In
Men’s Singles, defending champion and second seed Carlos Alcaraz will
face Britain’s Cameron Norrie, while in the Women'’s section, World No. 1
Aryna Sabalenka will take on unseeded German Laura Siegemund on
Centre Court. Following the elimination of Yuki Bhambri in the men’s
doubles yesterday, there are now no Indian players left in action at
Wimbledon 2025.

EVE KOLKATA RAIN
In West Bengal, an orange alert of heavy to very heavy rainfall has



been issued in North 24 Parganas, South 24 Parganas, Hooghly, Purba
Bardhaman, Paschim Medinipur and Bankura districts today. Incessant rain
in Kolkata has caused waterlogging at many places.

Meanwhile, the India Meteorological Department has forecast
moderate to heavy rainfall in all the districts of South Bengal tomorrow and
the day after.

BABY- MALARIA DRUG

The world's first-ever malaria treatment suitable for babies and very young
children has been approved for use. Drug manufacturer Novartis has
received approval from Swiss authorities for its new malaria drug named
Coartem. The development of the drug is very significant, as the
overwhelming majority of malaria-related deaths occur in the under-five
age group. Following this development, production and distribution of the
drug are expected to start in the next few weeks in Africa. Most malaria-
related deaths are recorded on the African continent. Malaria accounted for
more than half a million deaths worldwide in 2023. Until now, babies were
treated with an experimental dosage of the drug meant for older children,
putting them at several risks, including overdose and more.



