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SWATI MP-II 26.07.2025
INDIA-MALDIVES MoUs

India signed six Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) with the
Maldives to enhance cooperation across multiple sectors following wide-
ranging talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Maldives



President Mohamed Muizzu at the President’s Office in Male yesterday. The
key areas include fisheries and aquaculture, meteorology, digital public
infrastructure, UPI, Indian pharmacopoeia and concessional Line of Credit.
India announced a new Line of Credit of 4850 crore rupees to support the
infrastructure development and other activities in the Island Nation. An
Amendatory agreement was also exchanged between the two countries
which reduces Maldives' annual debt repayment obligations by 40 per cent,
from 51 million dollars to 29 million dollars. Both sides also announced the
commencement of negotiations for the launch of a Free Trade Agreement.
They exchanged Terms of Reference of the proposed FTA in this regard.

During their talks, Prime Minister Modi and President Muizzu reviewed
the entire spectrum of bilateral relations and reaffirmed their commitment
to further strengthening the ties. They called for further strengthening
defence and maritime security cooperation between India and the
Maldives. The two leaders discussed cooperation in the fields of
development partnership, capacity building, health, infrastructure, digital
economy, aquaculture, climate change and renewable energy.

Prime Minister Modi thanked President Muizzu for his strong
condemnation of the Pahalgam terror attack, and the solidarity extended to
India in the fight against terrorism.

In a joint press statement after the talks, Prime Minister Modi said
India and the Maldives are celebrating sixty years of diplomatic ties,
describing their relationship as older than history and as deep as the sea.
He also assured India’s continued support to the Maldives in strengthening
its defence capabilities. He added that mutual cooperation in defense and
security reflects the mutual trust between the nations.

S/B - PM-DEFENCE SECURITY

Prime Minister Modi emphasized that peace, stability, and prosperity
in the Indian Ocean region is a shared goal. He announced that both
nations will work together to strengthen regional maritime security at the
Colombo Security Conclave.

S/B -PM

Prime Minister Modi underscored that the proposed Free Trade
Agreement and the Bilateral Investment Treaty would open new
opportunities for both sides. Noting that the two countries must take
advantage of the digital economy, especially to promote tourism, he
welcomed the recent understandings on UPI adoption, acceptance of
RUPAY card and trade in local currencies. Speaking on the occasion,



Maldives President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu expressed gratitude to India for
extending a Line of Credit. He stated the Line of Credit will be utilized in
various sectors, including defense, ports, healthcare, education, and
housing.
S/B - PRESIDENT
President Muizzu highlighted that India is the principal partner of
Maldives in the healthcare sector. He assured that Maldives is committed to
further strengthening cooperation with India.
S/B - PRESIDENT
Later, Prime Minister Modi and Maldives President jointly inaugurated
the new building of the Ministry of Defence of the Government of the
Maldives, constructed with financial support from India. The two leaders
also virtually inaugurated a road and drainage system project in Addu city
and 6 High Impact Community Development Projects in other cities. Prime
Minister Modi handed over 3,300 social housing units and 72 vehicles for
Maldives National Defence Force and Immigration authorities.
Mr Modi reached Male yesterday on a two-day visit to Maldives after
concluding his tour to the United Kingdom.
<><><>CB/PIB/0558 HRS

SWATI::ANJALI MP-1 26.07.2025

TN-PM VISIT (WITH V/C)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be on a two-day visit to Tamil
Nadu starting today. After completing his two-nation tour to the UK and
Maldives, Mr Modi will travel directly to Tuticorin. The Prime Minister will
inaugurate, dedicate to the nation and lay the foundation stone of various
development projects worth over four thousand eight hundred crore rupees
at Tuticorin tonight.

The projects will significantly enhance regional connectivity, boost
logistics efficiency, strengthen clean energy infrastructure, and improve the
quality of life for citizens across Tamil Nadu. These include new terminal
building at Tuticorin airport, four laning of Sethiathoppu- Cholapuram, six
laning of Thoothukudi port road, electrification of the 90 km Madurai-
Bodinayakkanur rail line, doubling of the 21 km Nagercoil Town-
Kanniyakumari section. Mr Modi will lay the foundation stone for a major
power transmission project- the Inter-State Transmission System for



evacuation of electricity from Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant.

Tomorrow, the Prime Minister will participate in the birth anniversary
celebrations of the great Chola emperor Rajendra Chola I with the Aadi
Thiruvathirai  Festival at Gangaikonda Cholapuram Temple in
Tiruchirappalli.

<><><>CB/JOY/
THOOTHUKUDI, CHENNAI/ MAIL/0410 HRS
SWATI MP-1 26.07.2025

KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS

Kargil Vijay Diwas is being observed today across the country to
honour the bravery of Indian soldiers who sacrificed their lives during the
Kargil War of 1999. The day marks the 26th anniversary of India's victory
over Pakistan in the conflict and the successful conclusion of Operation
Vijay. During this operation, the Indian Armed Forces reclaimed territories
in the Kargil district of Jammu and Kashmir that had been infiltrated by
Pakistani soldiers and militants.
<><><>CB/0509

SWATI MP-1I 26-07-2025
RIJIJU-OPERATION SINDOOR

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has said that a special
discussion on the Pahalgam terrorist attack and India’s response under the
Operation Sindoor will be held in Lok Sabha on Monday. Talking to the
media in New Delhi yesterday, Mr Rijiu said, the decision was taken during
the Business Advisory Committee meeting chaired by Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla. He said, 16 hours have been allocated for the debate in the Lok
Sabha while Rajya Sabha will hold discussio on it on Tuesday for 16 hours.
Mr Rijiju said, opposition parties were demanding discussion on Operation
Sindoor and the government agreed to it from day one.

( BYTE- KIREN RIJIJU TAKE BYTE FROM 5 MINUTE ONWARDS )
Mr Rijiju further said that a consensus was reached among the parties to
ensure smooth functioning of Parliament. He appealed to the opposition
parties not to disrupt the session.

( BYTE- KIREN RIJIJU TAKE BYTE FROM BEGINING)

On the issue of bringing an impeachment motion against Justice
Yashwant Varma, the Parliamentary Affairs Minister said, all the political
parties have agreed that the issue of removal of Justice Varma has to be a
joint call.



<><><>CB/BHUPENDRA/ANAND/0450 HRS
GAURAV EP-I 25.07.2025
PREZ THREE YEARS

President Droupadi Murmu has completed three years in office today.
As she completed the third year of her term, President Murmu participated
in various important initiatives undertaken in Rashtrapati Bhavan and the
President’s Estates. These include Declaration of Divyangjan-friendly
President’s Estate, Launch of Rashtrapati Bhavan websites in 22 Indian
languages and inauguration of various facilities for visitors and residents of
the President’'s Estates. In her remarks, the President expressed
satisfaction that many decisions were taken in the last three years, which
increased the engagement of citizens with Rashtrapati Bhavan. She said it
is always her endeavour to connect all sections of society, especially the
underprivileged and backward classes, with the country's development
journey. She expressed happiness that Rashtrapati Bhavan has become
more accessible for Divyangjan.

<><>Suparna/1956 hrs
SWATI MP-I 26-07-2025
ATAL PENSION YOJANA
The Atal Pension Yojana, APY has achieved a significant milestone by
surpassing 8 crore total gross enrolments with an addition of 39 lakh new
subscribers in the current Financial Year alone. It is a flagship social
security scheme of the Government of India administered by Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA). This milestone comes as
the scheme celebrates its 10th anniversary since its launch on Sth May,
2015. Launched with a vision to create a universal social security system
for all Indians, the APY is a voluntary, contributory pension scheme,
focused on poor, underprivileged, and workers in the unorganized sector.
<><><>SUPARNA/0422 HRS
SWATI MP-II 26.07.2025
SYRIA-IS LEADER KILLED

In Syria, US led forces have killed an Islamic State group leader in a
raid in Aleppo province. US military's Central Command said, IS
Commander Dhiya Zawba Muslih al-Hardan and his two adult sons, who



were also members of the group, were killed in a raid in the town of al-
Bab. According to a UK-based war monitor the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, the raid was carried out through an airdrop of forces, and
ground forces from the Syrian government and the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces.
<><><> SN DAS/AGENCIES/0411 HRS
SWATI MP-II 26-07-2025
REV CRICKET

In Cricket, host England will resume their first innings' play at the
overnight score of 544 for 7 against India on Day 4 of the fourth Test of
the Anderson-Tendulkar Trophy at Old Trafford in Manchester today. The
Hosts were leading by 186 runs at stumps on Day 3 yesterday. Ben Stokes
and Liam Dawson were on the crease. England's star batter Joe Root
smashed 150 off 248 balls to become the second highest run-getter in the
history of Test cricket, surpassing Australian legend Ricky Ponting's tally of
13,378 runs. The England stalwart now sits only behind India’s Sachin
Tendulkar with 15,921 in the all-time Test run-makers list. Earlier, India
were all out for 358 in their first innings. Currently, the Visitors are trailing
1-2 in the five-match series.
<><><>BIMAL/NET/0505 HRS

S N DAS::MS NP-I 25-07-2025
UPSC- DEBARMENT

Union Public Service Commission, UPSC, has debarred a candidate
from appearing in its all examinations and selections to be conducted for a
period of 3 years, after found using incriminating material in a recent
examination. Speaking about the action, UPSC Chairman Dr. Ajay Kumar
said that the commission is firmly committed to upholding the highest
standards of integrity, transparency, and fairness in its examination
processes. He added that any candidate found guilty of indulging in unfair
means or misconduct during examinations will face strict disciplinary action
as per rules, including debarment from future examinations. Dr. Kumar
said that such measures are essential to preserve the sanctity of the
selection process and to ensure that merit remains the sole criterion for
recruitment to the Government services. He said that UPSC is a an epitome
of merit and fair system, and candidates from any background can get
selected, purely on merit basis, as per the selection process.
<><>RAHISUDDIEN/2215 HRS






