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SHUKLA MP-I 14.07.2025
AXIOM-4

The return journey of Indian Astronaut Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla and
three other crew members of the Axiom-4 mission will begin today. In a social media
post, Science and Technology Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh said, the undocking has been
scheduled for today at 4:30 PM IST. He said, the crew will arrive back to earth
tomorrow at around 3 PM IST. Group Captain Shukla is on a 14-day mission to the
International Space Station. He became the first Indian to visit the International Space
Station and the second Indian astronaut after Wing Commander Rakesh Sharma, who
went to space in 1984. During the journey, Group Captain Shukla conducted seven
India-specific experiments. Talking to media at Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh, Group
Captain Shubhanshu Shukla's father, Shambhu Dayal said, they are praying to God that
he comes back safely.

(S/B - SHAMBHU SHUKLA)
CB/DIPENDRA/0410

SHUKLA MP-I 14.07.2025
JAISHANKAR - CHINA

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar will be on a two-day visit to China
beginning today. He will attend Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Foreign
Ministers” meeting in Tianjin city tomorrow. The Foreign Ministers will exchange views
on SCO cooperation in various fields and major international and regional issues. The
SCO grouping comprises 10 member states - India, China, Russia, Iran, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Belarus. China is the current chair of
the SCO and is hosting the meetings of the grouping in that capacity. Dr Jaishankar will
also hold bilateral meetings on the sidelines of the SCO Foreign Ministers’ Meeting. Dr
Jaishankar is expected to meet his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi during his visit to
China. The two leaders are expected to take forward discussions to normalise bilateral
relations and address the long-standing border dispute between India and China. The
two countries are currently engaged in the delicate task of normalising their ties after
agreeing in October last year to end the face-off in Ladakh. It will be Dr Jaishankar's
first visit to China after the ties between the two countries came under strain following
the 2020 military standoff along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh.

MEA WEBSITE/NET/0500
SANT:NIR EP-I 13.07.2025
RAIJNATH-BRAHMOS MISSILE

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said that Brahmos missile performed remarkably
during Operation Sindoor. After Operation Sindoor, the demand for BrahMos missiles
has increased in foreign countries. After unveiling the statue of former Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Chandra Bhanu Gupta at the National PG College on the second day of



his two-day visit to his parliamentary constituency Lucknow, Defence Minister said that
14 countries have asked for Brahmos missile and it will also be exported from Lucknow.
This will help in increasing employment in the state.
S/B

Defence Minister said that Uttar Pradesh is one of the major centres of the
country's political journey. This state determines the direction of the country. The
leaders, freedom fighters born here have always taken this country to new heights.
Chandra Bhanu Gupta is one such leader whose contributions have guided the nation.
On this occasion, Mr. Rajnath Singh also released a postage stamp in his honour.
Praising the present state government led by Yogi Adityanath, Defence Minister said
that Uttar Pradesh is today known for his law and order. The current Chief Minister of
UP is also writing a new story of development and the state's contribution to the
country's development has increased, Defence Minister added.

<><>0m Awasthi, Lucknow, Mail, 1600 Hrs.

S) DP-1 13.07.2025
CENTRE - FERTILIZER

Centre has directed States and Union Territories to take immediate and strict
action against the issue of counterfeit and substandard fertilizers. Union Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has written a letter to the Chief
Ministers of all States and Union Territories. This letter has been issued with the
objective of curbing the sale of fake fertilizers, black marketing of subsidized fertilizers,
and illegal activities such as forced tagging across the country. Mr Chouhan said that
agriculture is the backbone of India’s economy and to ensure stability in farmers’
income, it is essential to provide them quality fertilizers at the right time and affordable
prices.The Minister said, it is the responsibility of the States to ensure adequate
availability of fertilizers at the right places and locations where it is required. Mr
Chouhan asked States to take Strict legal action, including cancellation of licenses and
registration of FIRs against the culprits. The Minister urged all States to launch a
statewide campaign to eliminate the problem of fake and substandard agricultural
inputs from its roots. He further stated that regular monitoring of this work at the State
level would lead to an effective and sustainable solution in the interest of farmers.

<><>DIPENDRA/1351

SHUKLA MP-I 14.07.2025
ULFA - KILLED

Three top leaders of banned insurgent group United Liberation Front of Asom-
Independent (ULFA-I) have been killed in Myanmar. The banned group, headed by
Paresh Baruah, claimed that its eastern headquarters in Myanmar was targeted by
Indian Army with drones in the early hours yesterday. According to a statement by
insurgent group, a total of 19 cadres have been killed and another 19 injured. It said,
the outfit's self-proclaimed Lieutenant General Nayan Medhi alias Nayan Asom has been
killed. The insurgent group claimed that fresh attacks were carried out during the last
rites, in which self-styled Brigadier Ganesh Asom and Colonel Pradip Asom were
killed.However, Indian Army has categorically denied any such operation. Defence PRO



Colonel MS Rawat said in Guwahati that there are no inputs with the Indian Army on
such an operation. Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma also told media persons
that the state police is not involved in this incident. He said, there has been no strike
from the soil of Assam.

Agencies/Net/0605
SHUKLA::DIVYA MP-1I I 14.07.2025
JP NADDA - DUBAI

Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare and Chemicals and Fertilizers JP
Nadda concluded his three-day visit to Saudi Arabia, securing crucial agreements that
will significantly enhance India's fertilizer supply chain and strengthen bilateral
cooperation in health and pharmaceutical sectors.

The visit, which took place from July 11-13 in Dammam and Riyadh, focused
primarily on enhancing bilateral cooperation between India and Saudi Arabia in
chemicals and fertilizers. Nadda led a high-level delegation that included the Secretary
and other senior officials from the Department of Fertilizers and Ministry of External
Affairs. During discussions with Saudi Minister of Industry and Mineral Resources
Bandar bin Ibrahim Al Khorayef in Riyadh, both ministers witnessed the signing of long-
term agreements between Maaden and Indian companies including IPL, KRIBHCO, and
CIL. These agreements will supply an enhanced 3.1 million metric tons of Diammonium
Phosphate fertilizer per annum for five years from 2025-26 onwards, with provision for
further extension of five years with mutual consent. The agreements represent a
substantial increase from current supply levels. India's imports of DAP fertilizer from
Saudi Arabia totaled 1.9 million metric tons in 2024-25, reflecting a 17 percent increase
over the 1.6 million metric tons imported during FY 2023-24. The new agreements will
boost this supply to 3.1 million metric tons from the upcoming fiscal year. Both sides
emphasized their commitment to broadening bilateral relations to include other key
fertilizers such as Urea along with DAP, aiming to further ensure India's fertilizer
security. Discussions also covered facilitating mutual investments, with focus on
exploring opportunities for Indian Public Sector Undertakings to invest in the Saudi
fertilizer sector and reciprocal Saudi investments in India.The ministers deliberated on
avenues for collaborative research, particularly in developing India-specific customized
and alternative fertilizers to enhance agricultural productivity and sustainability. A joint
team has been established led by Secretary Fertilizer on the Indian side and the Vice
Minister for Mining Affairs in the Ministry of Industry and Mineral Resources on the
Saudi side to explore long-term collaboration in this sector. Nadda also held a bilateral
meeting with Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman Al Saud, Minister of Energy and co-chair of
the Economy and Investment Committee of the Strategic Partnership Council between
India and Saudi Arabia, to discuss ways to enhance economic partnership between the
two countries. The Prince hosted a lunch in honor of the Union Minister. In the health
sector, Nadda met with Abdulaziz Al-Rumaih, Saudi Vice Minister of Health, in Riyadh to
discuss enhancing cooperation in medical services, health care, pharmaceuticals, digital
health solutions, and knowledge exchange. They noted the significance of the bilateral
MoU on Health signed during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recent state visit to Saudi
Arabia. The delegation visited Maaden facilities at Ras Al Khair and toured the



Phosphate production plant. They were received by Hassan Al Ali, Chairman of Maaden
Phosphate, and other senior officials. India represents a key export destination for
fertilizers from Saudi Arabia, with Maaden being the leading company in this sector in
the Kingdom. The successful conclusion of Nadda's visit underscored the strong
economic ties between India and Saudi Arabia, particularly in fertilizers, while opening
new avenues for cooperation in health and pharmaceutical sectors. The long-term
fertilizer agreements are expected to provide greater supply security for India's
agricultural sector and strengthen the strategic partnership between the two nations.
VINOD KUMAR, DUBAI, MAIL/0638
SHUKLA MP-I 14.07.2025
PREZ - ODISHA

President Droupadi Murmu will be on a two-day visit to Odisha beginning today.
The President will arrive at the Biju Patnaik International Airport at Bhubaneswar in the
evening from where she will go to the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
Bhubaneswar to grace its fifth convocation ceremony. Tomorrow, President Murmu will
attend th 13th annual convocation of Ravenshaw University and lay the foundation
stone for the redevelopment of three buildings of Ravenshaw Girls” High School at
Cuttack. She is also scheduled to grace the birth anniversary celebration of Adikabi
Sarala Das and present the Kalinga Ratna Award for 2024 at Cuttack.
CB/Prakash Dash, Bhubaneswar, Mail/0445
SANT EP-I 13.07.2025
GST COLLECTIONS

The gross direct tax collections in the country have witnessed a 274 percent
growth over the last ten years. Finance Ministry sources said that between 2013-14 and
2024-25, the refunds issued by the tax department have increased by 474 percent, and
the taxpayer base has grown by 133 percent. The average time of issuing tax refunds
has decreased from 93 days in 2013 to just 17 days in 2024. This transformation in tax
administration over the past decade is largely due to the adoption of digital
infrastructure, including end-to-end online filing and faceless assessments, which
enable faster and more accurate processing of income tax returns. Sources said that
introduction of pre-filled returns, automation in refund processing, real-time TDS
adjustments, and online grievance redressal mechanisms have all contributed to
reduced delays and improved the taxpayer experience.
<><>Pallavi/1726 hrs
SHUKLA MP-I 14.07.2025
AMARNATH YATRA

The number of pilgrims who undertook Amarnath Yatra this year crossed the
two-lakh mark yesterday. Officials said, more than 17,000 pilgrims paid obeisance to
Lord Shiva at the holy cave shrine of Amarnath in south Kashmir Himalayas yesterday,
taking the total number of yatris to 2 lakh 63. They said the yatris included 12,210
males, 4,202 females, 264 children, 103 sadhus, 18 sadhvis, six transgenders and 514
security forces personnel. The annual yatra started on July 3 and will culminate on
August 9.



CB/DIPENDRA/0532
SHUKLA MP-1 14-07-2025

IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy to very heavy
rainfall in parts of Rajasthan, Gangetic West Bengal, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Odisha, and
West Madhya Pradesh today. Parts of Delhi, Chandigarh, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Coastal Karnataka, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and northeastern states are
also likely to experience heavy rainfall during the next 2-3 days. The Weather
Department has further predicted thunderstorms accompanied by lightning and gusty
winds today in places over West Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, Sub-
Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Telangana, Uttarakhand, and West Rajasthan. IMD
said hot and humid conditions are expected to prevail over Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry, and Karaikal throughout the day.

<><><>PRIYA/0611

SHUKLA MP-II 14.07.2025
WIMBLEDON

In Tennis, World No.1 Jannik Sinner claimed his maiden Wimbledon 2025 title at
the All England Club in London last night. He defeated defending champion Carlos
Alcaraz 4-6, 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 in a high-octane final to become the first Italian man to win
Wimbledon in the competition's 148-year history. Just five weeks after suffering a
heartbreaking loss to Alcaraz in the Roland Garros final, Sinner responded with clinical
composure on Centre Court. The 23-year-old World No.1 flipped the narrative, ending
Alcaraz’s perfect 5-0 record in major finals and halting a five-match losing streak
against the Spaniard. Sinner’s victory came after three hours and four minutes of
gripping tennis, where he imposed his aggressive baseline game and served with
authority. After dropping the first set, the Italian broke Alcaraz early in each of the next
three sets, tightening his grip as the match wore on. His relentless hitting, especially
into Alcaraz’s forehand, paid dividends as the Spaniard’s level dipped as per ATP. With
the win, Sinner secures his fourth Grand Slam title, now only missing Roland Garros to
complete the career Grand Slam. He also leaves London with a commanding 3,430-
point lead in the PIF ATP Rankings.
CB/NET/0358



