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NSD
REV EVE. TN PM: Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that the legacy of Rajaraja
Chola and Rajendra Chola are synonymous with India's identity and pride, and
their activities are akin to a sacred endeavour-symbolic of “Ek Bharat, Shreshtha
Bharat”. The Prime Minister was addressing the public at the valedictory
function of the Aadi Thiruvathirai festival organised by the Ministry of Culture in
Gangaikonda Cholapuram in Tamil Nadu today. Highlighting that the great king
Rajendra Chola established the Gangaikonda Cholapuram Temple, which
continues to be recognised globally as an architectural wonder, Prime Minister
Modi remarked that the celebration of Ganga on the land of Mother Cauveri is
also a legacy of the Chola Empire. Mr Modi pointed out that global discourse
today often centers around water management and ecology preservation,
emphasising that India's ancestors understood the importance of these issues
long ago. He also cited that while many kings are remembered for acquiring
gold, silver, or livestock from other regions, Rajendra Chola is recognised for
bringing sacred Ganga water. The Prime Minister recalled that Rajendra Chola
transported Ganga water from North India and established it in the South. He
referred to the phrase “Ganga Jalamayam Jayastambham,” explaining that the
water was channeled into the Chola Ganga Lake, now known as the Ponneri
Lake. Mr Modi expressed his delight that, in memory of this historic episode,
Ganga water has once again been brought from Kashi to Tamil Nadu, noting that
a formal ritual was conducted at the site. As the elected representative from
Kashi, the Prime Minister shared his deep emotional connection with Mother
Ganga. Mr. Modi also announced that grand statues of Rajaraja Chola
and his son, the illustrious ruler Rajendra Chola-I, will be installed in
Tamil Nadu in the coming time. He stated that these statues will serve
as modern pillars of India’s historical consciousness. The celebrations



were held marking the birth anniversary of Rajendra Chola -1 and
commemorates the 1000th years of his Maritime Expedition in South East Asia
and commencement of construction of Gangaikonda Cholapuram temple. Prime
Minister Modi also released a commemorative coin honouring one of the greatest
emperors of India, Rajendra Chola I along with the Tamil Nadu Governor R.N.
Ravi, Union Minister Dr. L. Murugan among other dignitaries. Earlier Mr. Modi
was accorded a warm welcome by the people of Tamil Nadu at various road
shows in Trichy and Gangaikonda Cholapuram. He had a special darshan at the
world famous Gangaikonda Cholapuram temple where he offered pooja to Lord
Shiva. Prime Minister was on a two day visit to the state. He dedicated the new
Terminal Building at Thoothukudi Airport developed at a cost of around 450
crore. He also laid the foundation stone, inaugurated and dedicated to the nation
development projects worth over 4800 crore.

LOK SABHA - OPERATION SINDOOR: The discussion on Operation Sindoor is
expected to begin in Lok Sabha tomorrow. Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju had earlier informed that a special discussion on the terrorist attack in
Pahalgam and India’s response under the Operation Sindoor will be held during
the on-going Monsoon Parliament Session. Mr Rijiu said that this was decided
during the Business Advisory Committee meeting chaired by Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla. He said, 16 hours have been allocated for the debate in the Lok Sabha
while Rajya Sabha will discuss it on Tuesday for 16 hours. Mr Rijiju added that
opposition parties were demanding discussion on Operation Sindoor and the
government agreed to it from day one. [ SB - Kiren Rijiju (take suitably) ]

RAJNATH — CONVOCATION: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today
highlighted that seamless logistics management was a deciding factor in the
success of Operation Sindoor. The Minister said this while virtually addressing the
convocation ceremony of Vadodara-based Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya. Mr Singh
emphasised that logistics should be seen through the prism of strategic
importance and not just as a process of delivering goods. Mr Singh highlighted
the importance of logistics in the economic progress of the country, terming it as
one of the main pillars which connects every step - from pre-production to
consumption. He termed the contribution of logistics in India’s GDP as important
both directly and indirectly, while also underlining the crucial role it played during
COVID, when lakhs of vaccines, oxygen cylinders and medical teams reached
from one place to another in a time of need. The minister pointed out that India
has witnessed unprecedented infrastructure development in the last 11 years,
and the foundation of this transformation, which is being carried out with a
holistic and integrated approach, has been laid through policy reforms and



mission-mode projects. He added that its impact is not limited to physical
connectivity, but it has also increased economic productivity, reduced logistics
cost and improved service delivery. On the crucial role played by GSV, Mr Singh
stated the ‘gati’ with which the youth are providing ‘shakti’ to the country is
commendable. He described digitisation, automation, real-time tracking, AI-
enabled logistics forecasting, and sustainable freight systems as national
necessities for India in today's times. The minister also appreciated the efforts of
GSV and the students for making headway in these subjects.

SC- BIHAR SIR: The Supreme Court will tomorrow hear a group of petitions
challenging the Election Commission’s decision to carry out a special intensive
revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar. A bench of Justices Surya Kant and
Joymalya Bagchi is expected to take up the case. The Election Commission says
the revision is aimed at ensuring clean voter rolls by removing ineligible names.
It claims the process involved major political parties and over 1.5 lakh booth-
level agents. However, the petitioners argue the move could lead to large-scale
voter disenfranchisement just ahead of the 2025 Bihar Assembly elections. They
say, there was no reason for the ECI to resort to “drastic exercise” of electoral
rolls revision in a poll-bound state in such a short period. In an earlier hearing,
the court asked the poll body to consider accepting documents like Aadhaar,
Voter ID, and Ration Cards for verification. On July 10, the court framed three
key issues: the EC's power to order SIR, the legality of its process, and the
timing of the revision before elections.



