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GAURAV EP-II
26.06.2025

EVE AXIOM-DOCKED

India created history as the SpaceX Dragon spacecraft, carrying the
Axiom-4 crew, including Indian Air Force Group Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla, gently docked with the International Space Station (ISS) at 4 this
afternoon. With this, India has an astronaut in space after 41 years.
Lucknow-born Shukla is also the second Indian in space, following Rakesh
Sharma’s flight in 1984. This historic mission carries four astronauts from
the US, India, Poland, and Hungary, to the ISS for a 14-day scientific
expedition in Low Earth Orbit (LEO), docked with the Harmony module’s
space-facing port. The Axiom-4 mission is not just a scientific feat but a
testament to India’s rising stature as a global technology powerhouse. It
reinforces the nation’s capability to lead space innovation, promote
sustainability, and contribute meaningfully to global missions.

Shukla will conduct pioneering experiments related to food and space
nutrition. These experiments, developed under a collaboration between
ISRO and the Department of Biotechnology (DBT), with support from
NASA, aim to enhance understanding of sustainable life-support systems, a
crucial aspect of future long-duration space travel. The research will also
study the effects of microgravity and space radiation on edible microalgae,
a nutrient-rich, high-potential food source for future space missions. The
experiment will evaluate key growth parameters and examine
transcriptomic, proteomic, and metabolomic changes in different algal
species in space compared to their behavior on Earth.

Singhal/IANS/1645 hrs

GAURAV EP-1 26.06.2025
AXIOM - JITENDRA SINGH

Minister of Science and Technology, Dr lJitendra Singh has
congratulated Indian Air Force Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla and the
Axiom-4 mission team for their successful docking at the International
Space Station (ISS). Talking to media, Dr Singh said that Shubhanshu
Shukla stands at the threshold entrance of ISS, waiting to step in for a 14



day sojourn as the world watches with excitement and expectation.

Highlighting India’s crucial role in the mission, the Minister remarked
that it has been trusted to perform the crucial parts of the expedition,
particularly those related to life sciences, exploring the potential of any
habitat, micro-gravity and various impacts to human physiology in space.
He added that this will have critical bearing on all the future expedition
across the world.

[ SB - Jitendra Singh / DD News ]
<><>ADARSH/1646 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
26.06.2025
MEA-BRIEFING

The External Affairs Ministry has said that member countries
participating in the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Defence
Ministers’ meeting could not adopt a joint statement. It said, certain
member countries could not reach consensus on certain issues, and hence,
the document could not be finalised. Briefing media in New Delhi today,
External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh participated in the defence ministers' meeting of the
SCO. He said, India wanted concerns and terrorism reflected in the
document, which was not acceptable to one particular country. He said,
the Defence Minister called upon member countries to come together to
fight terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.

(S/B- Randhir Jaiswal)

Speaking on the Operation Sindhu, Mr. Jaiswal said, three thousand
426 Indians have been evacuated from Iran, and 818 Indian nationals from
Israel so far. He said, India wants to thank the Iranian government for
opening their airspace.

(S/B- Randhir Jaiswal)

On India-Canada relations, MEA Spokesperson said, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a bilateral meeting with the Prime Minister of Canada
Mark Carney on the sidelines of the G7 Summit in Kananaskis, Alberta
recently. During the meeting, both sides agreed to take calibrated and
constructive steps to restore stability in the relationship, beginning with the
early return of high commissioners to each other's capitals.



<><><>Bhupendra/1700 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
26.06.2025
VAISHNAW - TRAIN

Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia, along with Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav today flagged off Gwalior- Bengaluru express train.
The train will run from Gwalior on every Friday and from Bengaluru on
Sunday. The regular service will begin from Bengaluru on 29th June and
Gwalior on 4th July.

Addressing the event through video conferencing, Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said that with the launch of this train, the people of
Gwalior, Guna and Bhopal will get a lot of benefits. Mr Vaishnaw
highlighted that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has taken several initiatives
for the development of railways in Madhya Pradesh. He said, ten years
ago, the railway budget of Madhya Pradesh was 632 crore rupees, which
has increased to 14 thousand 745 crore rupees. Mr Vaishnaw said two
thousand 651 kilometers of new tracks have been built in the last eleven
years, which is more than the total rail network of Denmark.

(Byte - Ashwini
Vaishnaw) IN MAIL
<><>DIPENDRA/1800 HRS
KAH DP-1 26.06.2025

DAY IMD - WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said that monsoon
will cover the remaining parts of North Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana and
Delhi in the next three to four days. According to IMD, Kerala and South
interior Karnataka will witness heavy rainfall and accordingly a red colour
warning has been issued. Talking to Akashvani News, IMD Senior Scientist
R K Jenamani said that active monsoon conditions are entering in Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat and East Rajasthan. He added that Jammu-Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand will witness heavy rainfall in next 2-3
days.

(S/B- R KJENAMANI- GNR MAIL)
<><>AMAN/1348



KAH DP-1
26.06.2025
SHAH - HINDI LANGUAGE
Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that Hindi is companion of
other Indian languages and it must not be considered a rival to other
languages. He said that language is not just a medium of communication
but the soul of a nation. Addressing the golden jubilee of the official
language department in New Delhi, Mr Shah stressed the need to keep
languages alive and flourishing. He said, the administration must function
in the language spoken by the people. Mr Shah said, until a person takes
pride in his language, does not express himself in his language, he cannot
be freefrom the mentality of slavery. The Minister said, JEE, NEET and
CUET, are now being taken in 13 languages. Mr Shah said, today 95 per
cent of the candidates are giving the constable exam in their mother
tongue.
(Byte - Amit Shah)
https://x.com/ANI/status/1938146556080759057
<><>DIPENDRA/1342

GAURAV:NIR EP-I
26.06.2025

SHIVRAJ SINGH-INDORE

The Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan today started the series of cropwise -statewise meetings from the
Soybean Institute in Indore. The Union minister participated in a review
meeting and workshop organized in connection with soybean production at
the National Soybean Research Institute of the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research in Indore. Agriculture Ministers of Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh and senior officials of various states
were present in the meeting. Discussions on soybean production and its
quality in the country are going on in the workshop.
Taking forward the experiences of the recently run 'Vikasit Krishi Sankalp
Abhiyan', the Union Agriculture Minister has decided to organize special
meetings on major crops. In the coming days, meetings will be organized
in various states on the basis of priority.

<><>SANJEEV SHARMA/ BHOPAL/MAIL/1523 HRS



GAURAV EP-I
26.06.2025
GADKARI TOLL TAX

Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has rejected
media reports about imposing toll tax on two-wheelers. In a social media
post, Mr Gadkari said, no such decision is proposed. The Minister said,
complete exemption on toll for two-wheelers will continue. He said, some
media houses are spreading misleading news about imposing toll tax on
two-wheelers. Mr Gadkari condemned it saying that creating sensation by
spreading misleading news without knowing the truth is not a sign of
healthy journalism.

<><>ANUPAM/1557 HRS



