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AXIOM 4 - JITENDRA SINGH

India celebrated the historic docking of Dragon Spacecraft
carrying Indian astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla to International
Space Station. The Indian Space Research Organisation
congratulated Axiom Space, NASA, and SpaceX as Axiom 4
mission spacecraft carrying Group Captain Shukla successfully
docked with the ISS at 4:15 PM IST yesterday, marking a
significant achievement in global space exploration. Lauding the



milestone, Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh said the mission
reflects the spirit of Atmanirbhar Bharat and Vishwabandhu
Bharat, ideals envisioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

DAY RAINATH — CHINA:

India has stressed to have a permanent solution to border
demarcation with China by rejuvenating the established
mechanism and called for bridging the trust deficit created
between the two nations after the 2020 border standoff. New
Delhi also underlined the need of maintaining peace and
tranquillity along the Indo-China border and solving issues
through a structured roadmap of permanent engagement and de-
escalation. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held a bilateral
meeting with his Chinese counterpart, Admiral Dong Jun, on the
sidelines ofthe Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
Defence Ministers’” meeting in China. Mr Singh acknowledged the
work being undertaken by both sides to bring back semblance of
normalcy in the bilateral relations. He also emphasised the need
to create good neighbourly conditions to achieve the best mutual
benefits as well as to cooperate for stability in Asia and the world.
They agreed to continue consultations at various levels to achieve
progress on issues related to disengagement, de-escalation,
border management and eventual delimitation. During the
meeting, Rajnath Singh briefed his counterpart on the recent

Pahalgam terror attack and India’s Operation Sindoor aimed at
dismantling the terrorist networks in Pakistan.

JAISHANKAR — EMERGENCY:

External Affairs Minister, Dr S. Jaishankar today said that the
emergency imposed in 1975 was aimed at breaking the morale of
the country and the society. Addressing a function in New Delhi
to mark 50 Years of Emergency, he said one lesson that the



Emergency taught people is never to take freedom for granted.
The Minister added that when a family is considered bigger than
the nation, situations like the Emergency arise. Dr Jaishankar also
said, five constitutional amendments were made and 48
ordinances were passed during the two years of the emergency
period.

LORD JAGANNATH

The World famous Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath and his two
siblings elder brother Lord Balabhadra and younger sister Devi
Subhadra begins today at Puri in Odisha. Currently, the rituals of
the Lords are going on inside the temple. Since the deities will
appear to the public, the day is extraordinary, attracting devotees
to the pilgrim city. President Droupadi Murmu has extended her
greetings to all citizens on the auspicious occasion of the sacred
Rath Yatra in Puri odisha. Prime Minister Narendra Modi also
extended his greetings to all citizens on the sacred occasion. In a
social media post, he expressed hope that this holy festival of
faith and devotion brings happiness, prosperity, good fortune,
and good health to everyone. In Gujarat, 148th edition of annual
Rath Yatra of lord Jagannath began this morning in Ahmedabad
amidst tight security arrangements. As per the century old
tradition, the historic Rath Yatra began from 400 years old Lord
Jagannath Temple in Jamalpur area of old city. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah performed Mangala Aarti at Shri Jagannath
Temple in Ahmedabad and sought blessings devotional darshan
ahead of 148th Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath in early morning
today. Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel performed the
'Pahind” ritual, the symbolic path cleaning by golden broom at
Lord Jagannath temple to kick start of procession. Lord Jagannath
was given a guard of honor for the first time this year ahead of
the 148th Rath Yatra. Gujarat Police rendered this special tribute
to the deity before the "Pahind Vidhi" ceremony. The decorated



Chariots of Lord Jagannath followed by elder brother Lord Baldev
ji and Sister Devi Subhadra will travel on their traditional route
during the day to give blessings to the devotees.Lakhs of
devotees are expected to take part in the rathyatra to seek
blessings from the Lord Jagannath. Elaborate security
arrangements have been made enroute the vyatra.

PM - ASHADHI BI1J:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today extended his wishes to the
Kutchi community across the world on the occasion of Kutchi New
Year, Ashadhi Bij. In a social media post, Mr. Modi extended his
heartfelt congratulations to the Kutch brothers and sisters and
also conveyed his wishes for lasting happiness, peace, prosperity,
and good health for all.

SUGAR PRODUCTION:

India’s sugar production is expected to rise by 15 per cent in the
2026 sugar season, reaching around 35 million tonnes. A report
published by a credit rating agency says that the increase is likely
due to an above-average monsoon, which will boost sugarcane
yields and acreage, especially in Maharashtra and Karnataka. It
added that higher production will ease domestic supply concerns.
It is also expected to support greater ethanol diversion and allow
exports to resume, if policy conditions are favourable

IRAN'S SUPREME LEADER

Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has warned that
Iran would respond to any future U.S. attack by striking American
military bases in the West Asia. In his first televised remarks since
a ceasefire was reached between Iran and Israel, he said that
Iran would not surrender despite U.S. President Donald Trump's



calls. He further added that the Islamic Republic has access to
important American centres in the region and can take action
against them whenever it deems necessary. Khamenei said the
U.S. gained no achievement after it attacked Iranian nuclear
sites. Earlier, U.S. President Donald Trump said they would
strike again if Iran rebuilt its nuclear enrichment programme.
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(IMD) has said that the Southwest monsoon has further advanced
into parts of Punjab, Rajasthan, and Haryana. It said the
conditions are favourable for the further advance of the
southwest monsoon over the remaining parts of the country
during the next 3 to 4 days. IMD also predicted heavy to very
heavy rainfall at isolated places over Kerala, Mahe, Uttarakhand,
Rajasthan, and Gujarat till tomorrow.



