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18.06.2025
PM CROATIA VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has concluded his historic and first-ever
official visit to Croatia and is on his way to New Delhi. Packed with high-level
engagements the visit marked a significant elevation in India-Croatia ties and
set the stage for future strategic collaborations.

During his day-long visit to the central and southeast European country,
Prime Minister Modi held wide-ranging delegation-level talks with his Croatian
counterpart, Andrej Plenkovi¢ at Banski Dvori. Both leaders issued a joint
press statement, emphasising their shared commitment to global peace,
democratic values, and expanding cooperation across trade, technology, and
culture.

Prime Minister Modi strongly advocated peaceful resolution of conflicts,
stating that Whether in Europe or Asia, solutions cannot be found on the
battlefield. He said Dialogue and diplomacy are the only viable paths forward.
Mr Modi also reaffirmed India’s consistent stand on respecting the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of all nations.

(S/B-PM 1)
Condemning terrorism as the enemy of humanity, Mr Modi thanked the



Croatian leadership and people for standing in solidarity with India following
the terrorist attack on April 22 in Pahalgam. He said such support in difficult
times reflects the depth of mutual trust and friendship.

(S/B- PM -2)

Both the leaders also agreed to deepen bilateral trade and build
resilient, dependable supply chains. New areas identified for enhanced
cooperation include Pharmaceuticals, Agriculture, Information Technology,
Clean and Digital Technologies, Renewable Energy, and Semiconductors. Mr
Modi highlighted growing cooperation in shipbuilding, cybersecurity, and
defense. A long-term Defense Cooperation Plan will be formulated to include
joint training, military exchanges, and industry-level partnerships.

(S/B- PM-3)

In a major step to strengthen ties, both nations signed four Memoranda
of Understanding. First MoU has been inked for cooperation in the field of
Agriculture and Allied Sectors. Second MoU has been signed for the Cultural
Exchange Programme for the years 2026-2030. The third one is the
Programme of Cooperation in the field of Science & Technology between the
concerned Ministries of the two countries for the period 2025-2029. The
fourth MoU is regarding establishment of Hindi Chair in the University of
Zagreb.

(S/B- PM -4)

Prime Minister Modi also appreciated the growing popularity of yoga in
Croatia. He expressed confidence that International Yoga Day on June 21 will
again be celebrated with enthusiasm across the country.

(S/B- PM-5)

In another key engagement, Prime Minister Modi held a separate
meeting with Croatian President Zoran Milanovi¢. The two leaders had a
cordial and forward-looking discussion, reiterating their shared vision for
strengthening bilateral relations. They emphasized collaboration in
multilateral forums, expanding people-to-people connections, and upholding
the principles of democracy, pluralism, and international law.

Croatian Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovi¢ hosted a gala dinner in Zagreb
in the honour of Prime Minister Modi.

As he departed for New Delhi, Prime Minister Modi expressed heartfelt
gratitude to the government and people of Croatia for their warm hospitality.
He described the visit as a landmark moment that opens a new chapter in
India-Croatia cooperation based on shared values and mutual aspirations for
peace, progress, and prosperity. More from our correspondent covering



Prime Minister's visit to croatia -
(V/C - SANJIO)
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s historic visit to Croatia came
to a successful conclusion with a strong message of friendship,

cooperation, and shared global vision. In a notable diplomatic
development Prime Minister Modi met both Croatian Prime

Minister Andrej Plenkovic and President Zoran Milanovic during his

stay in Zagreb. His meeting with President Milanovic highlighted
the growing strategic alignment between the two nations on
global issues including peace, democracy, and multilateralism.
Both leaders expressed interest in enhancing bilateral ties,
increasing educational and cultural exchanges, and boosting
collaboration at global platforms.

The delegation-level talks with Prime Minister Plenkovic were
equally impactful. The two sides agreed on expanding trade,
technology partnerships, and defense cooperation. The four MoUs
signed today added significant momentum to the bilateral
framework, particularly in agriculture, science, and culture.

In his statements, PM Modi condemned terrorism and
underscored the need for a united response from democratic
nations. His appreciation for Croatia’s support after the recent
terrorist attack in India found strong emotional resonance in
Zagreb. The gala dinner hosted by PM Plenkovic added a warm

personal touch, celebrating the deepening ties between India and
Croatia. With this landmark visit Prime Minister Modi has opened a
new chapter in India’s engagement with Central and Southeast

Europe anchored in trust cooperation, and shared democratic
values. Sanjio Singh for Akashvani News, Zagreb, Croatia.

PUTIN-ISRAEL-IRAN CONFLICT (details for website)

Russian President Vladimir Putin has offered to mediate to end the
conflict between Israel and Iran. Speaking at a roundtable session on the
sidelines of the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum, Mr. Putin
suggested that Moscow could help negotiate a settlement that could allow
Tehran to pursue a peaceful atomic programme while assuaging Israeli
security concerns. Mr. Putin said he shared Moscow’s proposals with Iran,
Israel and the United States. His comments follow a mediation offer that he



made in a call with U.S. President Trump last weekend. He emphasized that
Russia has a relationship with Iran and built its first nuclear power plant in
Bushehr.

Russia has maintained a delicate balancing act in the Middle East for
decades, trying to navigate its warm relations with Israel even as it has
developed strong economic and military ties with Iran, a policy that
potentially opens opportunities for Moscow to play power broker to help end
the confrontation.

<>BIMAL/THE WASHINGTON TIMES/0507

BAIG:SUSHMA NP-II 18.06.2025
REV.NT FIH WOMEN'S HOCKEY

In the FIH Hockey Pro League, India’s women'’s team lost 2-0 to
Argentina in a shootout after a 2-2 draw in London tonight.

Agustina Gorzelany scored twice in 27th minutes and 37th minutes to
give Argentina a 2-0 lead, before India hit back through Navneet Kaur in
50th minutes and Deepika in 60 minutes. World No. 9 India failed to convert
in the shootout, while World No. 2 Argentina secured the bonus point through
successful attempts by Brisa Bruggesser and Sofia Cairo.

With the result, India earned a point and sit seventh in the standings
with 10 points from 12 games. They face Belgium next in back-to-back
matches over the weekend.

<><>BAIG/CB/OLYMPICS/ANI/0024

GAURAV
EP-I
18.06.2025
GADKARI-ROAD ACCIDENTS

Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari today chaired a
high-level meeting in New Delhi on the implementation of the nationwide
scheme for cashless treatment of road accident victims. During the meeting,
the Minister commended grassroots efforts in promoting road safety. He
highlighted the urgent need to curb the alarming rate of road accident
fatalities nationwide. Mr. Gadkari said, curbing road accidents is a key priority
for the Union Government. The Minister stressed on coordination among



stakeholders to ensure the smooth and standardised rollout of the cashless
treatment scheme across all states. He said the initiative’s success is essential
to achieving India’s pledge to reduce road accident deaths by 50 percent by
2030, as reaffirmed in the 2020 Stockholm Declaration.

<><><> BHUPENDRA/1952 HRS

GAURAV

EP-I

18.06.2025
NIRMALA-FINTECH

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that the fintech
market is projected to grow to over 400 billion US dollar by 2028-29. She
pointed out that the scale of opportunity is immense, expressing hope that
the fintech revolution in the country will flourish in the coming years.
Addressing the Digital Payments Awards 2025 Ceremony in New Delhi today,
the Finance Minister said that Indian fintech innovations have the potential to
become global public goods that can benefit other emerging and developed
economies. She said, this will open new markets for Indian firms. She
highlighted that international merchant payments through UPI are now
accepted at select merchant outlets in seven countries, including Bhutan,
France, Mauritius, Nepal, Singapore, Sri Lanka and the UAE. Talking about
financial inclusion, Ms Sitharaman said that the nation has achieved 80
percent financial inclusion in just six years, defying expectations. She urged
the stakeholders to include Unified Lending Interface, regional languages,
better cyber security and improved customer service to further drive the
fintech sector.

[SB - Nirmala Sitharaman -
https://x.com/i/broadcasts/1vOxwXqXPrMKB ]

During the event, the finance minister also presented the Digital
Payment Awards for the outstanding performance in digital payment in India.
Punjab National Bank bagged the first prize in the public sector bank category
followed by Bank of Baroda and UCO Bank. Awards were also given in Private
Sector Bank, Small Finance Bank, Payments Bank, Digital Payments Bank and
Fintech categories.

<><>ADARSH/mail/2049 HRS
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MORN MEA - OPERATION SINDHU (details for the website)

Flight carrying 110 Indian students evacuated from northern Iran
landed in New Delhi in the wee hours today. India has launched Operation
Sindhu to evacuate its nationals from Iran in view of deteriorating situation
due to ongoing conflict between Iran and Israel. As a first step, the Indian
Embassy in Tehran evacuated the 110 Indian students from northern Iran,
assisting them in safely crossing over into Armenia on the 17th of this month.
The students traveled by road to the Armenian capital, Yerevan, under the
supervision of Indian Missions in Iran and Armenia. These students departed
from Yerevan on a special flight last afternoon and reached New Delhi this
morning. The External Affairs Ministry has said in a statement that the Indian
government is grateful to the governments of Iran and Armenia for the
facilitation of the smooth evacuation process.

Talking to Akashvani News, Amaan Nazar, an Indian student studying
MBBS in Tehran, shared his experience after being evacuated amidst security
challenges in Iran.

(S/B AMAAN NAZAR - BYTE IN NSD GROUP)

Zehran Butt from Jammu and Kashmir, who is also pursuing MBBS,

expressed his gratitude to the government of India.
(S/B ZEHRAN BUTT)

Another student from J&K, T Islam praised the arrangements made by

External Affairs Ministry in evacuating them.
(S/B T ISLAM)

India accords highest priority to the safety and security of Indian
nationals abroad. As part of the ongoing operation, the Indian Embassy in
Iran has been assisting large numbers of Indian nationals in moving from
areas with increased hostilities to relatively safer areas within the country and
to subsequently evacuate them using the available and feasible options.
Indian nationals in Iran have been advised to stay in touch with the Indian
Embassy in Tehran through its emergency helpline, and with the 24x7
Control Room established by the Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi.

The Emergency Helpline numbers of Embassy of India in Tehran are-
+98-9128109115, and +98-9128109109. The helpline numbers for
WhatsApp are +98-901044557, +98-9015993320, and +98-8086871709.



The number for Bandar Abbas is- +98-9177699036 and Zahedan is-
+98-9396356649. The email is cons.tehran@mea.gov.in.

Helpline numbers of 24 X 7 Control Room set-up by Ministry of External
Affairs in New Delhi are 800118797 (Toll free) , +91-11-23012113,
+91-11-23014104, and +91-11-23017905. The WhatsApp number is
+91-9968291988 and the Email is situationroom@mea.gov.in.

TRIPTI::JAIRA] MP-I

19.06.2025
TELANGANA - GSEC

Google has opened its first Safety Engineering Centre in the Asia-Pacific
region and the fourth globally, in Hyderabad yesterday. Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy formally inaugurated the facility. The launch of the
Google Safety Engineering Centre (GSEC) follows the unveiling of the tech
giant’s “Safety Charter for India’s Al-led Transformation” in Delhi on June 17.
An official release stated that the GSEC will focus on protecting users from
online fraud, securing enterprise and government infrastructure, and building
responsible Al Besides, it will also act as a strategic hub for developing safety
solutions. Google spokesperson Gouri Juneja said, there will be dedicated
teams for tech detection, fraud detection, and technologies using AIL. They
will work on cybersecurity, end-user safety, and building AI responsibly. The
centre will use Al and large language models (LLMs) to drive real-time scam
alerts via Gemini Nano on Android, enhance fraud detection across Google
services like GPay, Search and Gmail, and strengthen Google Play Protect.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister Revanth Reddy said the state
government is committed to the wellbeing of the people through long-term
vision. He said the GSEC will boost skill development, create jobs, and
enhance India’s cyber defence.
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