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PM-BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
underscored India’s commitment to deepening economic ties with Cyprus,
as he addressed the Business Roundtable in Limassol during his official
visit. Prime Minister said that beginning the first visit by an Indian Prime
Minister to Cyprus in 23 years with a business roundtable highlights the
importance India places on economic engagement. He noted Cyprus has
long been a trusted partner, with significant investments flowing into India,
and added that many Indian companies view Cyprus as a gateway to
Europe. He pointed out that current bilateral trade stands at 150 million
dollars, but the true potential of the India-Cyprus economic partnership is
far greater. The Prime Minister said India is focusing on sectors like
maritime and port development, shipbuilding and shipbreaking, and is
introducing new policies to promote them. He also said the Indian civil
aviation sector is expanding rapidly, with over a thousand aircraft orders
placed by Indian carriers. Mr. Modi highlighted India’s transformation
through structural reforms. He said the implementation of GST brought in
the concept of “One Nation, One Tax,” while corporate tax rates were
rationalized and thousands of outdated laws decriminalized. He stressed
that India is now not only focused on the “Ease of Doing Business” but also
on the "Trust of Doing Business”, supported by clear policies and a stable
political environment. He said over the last ten years, India has witnessed
a digital revolution, making financial inclusion a global example. The Prime
Minister added that 50% of the world’s digital transactions now happen in
India through the Unified Payments Interface (UPI), and several countries,
including France, have joined this ecosystem. He welcomed ongoing
discussions to bring Cyprus into the UPI network. Mr. Modi also spoke
about India’s focus on building future growth engines. He said major
missions like the AI Mission, Quantum Mission, Semiconductor Mission,
Critical Minerals Mission, and Nuclear Power Mission are underway. He
welcomed the agreement between the Cyprus Stock Exchange and India’s
NSE to collaborate in GIFT City, Gujarat, calling it a key step in cross-
border financial integration. He further noted that India is investing over
100 billion dollars annually in futuristic infrastructure, and is moving rapidly
toward becoming the world’s third-largest economy. He said today, India is
one of the fastest-growing emerging economies with a clear policy
roadmap. The Prime Minister has welcomed the establishment of the
India-Cyprus-Greece Business and Investment Council, calling it a very
good initiative that can become a key platform for deeper economic



cooperation. He said all ideas and suggestions shared during the
roundtable have been noted, and his team will follow up with an action
plan. Referring to trade pacts, Mr. Modi said that India and the UK
concluded an ambitious FTA last month. He concluded by inviting all the
business leaders to visit India and explore the expanding opportunities in
its growing economy.

PLANE CRASH AHMEDABAD: Officials investigating the Air India plane
crash today confirmed that the Cockpit Voice Recorder black box has been
found, which will help identify the possible cause behind the deadly crash
that killed 270 persons, including 241 persons on board. Earlier, the
Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) had confirmed that only the
Flight Data Recorder(FDR) of the ill-fated plane was found.  The officials
confirmed the recovery of black boxes to P K Mishra, the Principal
Secretary to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who, today inspected the Air
India plane crash site in Ahmedabad and also visited the civil hospital
where injured persons are undergoing treatment. Mishra chaired a high-
level review meeting at Circuit House in Ahmedabad and discussed ongoing
relief, rescue, and investigation efforts with senior officials from the Central
and state governments, Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB), and
Airports Authority of India. The AAIB has launched a detailed
investigation, and the U.S. National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is
conducting a parallel probe under international protocols, as the aircraft is
American-made. With the finding of both black boxes of the plane, it
would be easy to find the cause of the crash for investigators.
The Modi government is committed to giving greater emphasis to small
entrepreneurs, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said today. Speaking
at a credit outreach event in Leh, where she distributed sanction letters of
loans totalling about Rs 5 crore, Ms. Sitharaman underscored the
government's commitment to financial inclusion, last-mile delivery of credit
and the integration of Ladakh's unique cultural identity into the broader
developmental framework. At the event, loan sanctions exceeding Rs 5.13
crore were disbursed under key central schemes, such as MUDRA, PM
Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP), Stand-Up India and PM
Vishwakarma. Finance Minister highlighted that over 64,000 MUDRA loans
and more than 600 Stand-Up India loans have been sanctioned in Ladakh,



with Leh district accounting for a significant share. She also stressed the
need to anchor development in local identity, citing recent initiatives such
as the recognition of local languages under the Ladakh Official Languages
Regulation Act and the conferring of classical language status to Pali as the
most ancient Buddhist texts exist in the language, reflecting the region's
rich heritage. She underlined that the Union government is committed to
improving access to education in the region. Ms. Sitharaman further
outlined the progress made in infrastructure, digital connectivity, and
renewable energy, including the BharatNet rollout, mobile network
expansion, and green hydrogen projects.

NAKSHA - 2"° BATCH: The second batch of phase 2 of the National
Geospatial Knowledge-Based Land Survey of Urban Habitations - NAKSHA
Capacity Building Programme will be inaugurated today. Under this training
programme 128 Urban Local Bodies (ULB) level and district officers have
been nominated. These officers will undergo a week of hands-on training in
leveraging modern geospatial technologies for effective urban property
surveys at four Centres Of Excellence in Pune, Guwahati, Chandigarh and
Mysuru. The second batch will be inaugurated by Department of Land
Resources Secretary, Manoj Joshi virtually across the four Centres Of
Excellence. The Ministry of Rural Development said, the training aims to
equip ULB officers and field staff with the technical and practical skills
required to oversee high-accuracy urban land surveys under the NAKSHA
programme.

IMD — WEATHER: India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a
red color warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall on the west coast of the
country. Talking to Akashvani News, IMD senior scientist RK Jenamani said
that Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, and Gujarat are expected to experience
thunderstorms with gusty wind and lightning in the next 2 days. He added
that the maximum temperature over Northwest India, including Delhi, has
reduced drastically yesterday. Dr. Jenamani added that there has not been
any progress in Monsoon in any part of India but heavy to very heavy
rainfall is still continuing over Konkan, Goa, and Coastal Karnataka. He said
in most of the stations temperatures were below 40 degrees Celsius, or
normal yesterday. [S/B — RK JENAMANI]



HOME MINISTER — CENSUS: Home Minister Amit Shah reviewed the
preparation for the forthcoming Census with the Union Home Secretary
and other senior officials in New Delhi yesterday. Mr Shah said in a social
media post that the gazette notification of the census will be issued today.
The census will include caste enumeration for the first time. The Home
Minister said as many as 34 lakh enumerators and supervisors and around
1.3 lakh census functionaries will conduct the operation with cutting-edge
mobile digital gadgets. The Census will be conducted in two phases. In
phase one which is Houselisting Operation, the housing conditions, assets
and amenities of each household will be collected. In second phase,
Population Enumeration, the demographic, socio-economic, cultural and
other details of every person in each household will be collected. The
ensuing Census will be conducted through digital means using mobile
applications. Provision of Self-enumeration would also be made available to
the people. Very stringent data security measures would be kept in place
to ensure data security at the time of collection, transmission and storage.



