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RAJADURAI DP-11 20.05.2025
SC - WAQF PLEAS

The Supreme Court will today hear petitions challenging the
constitutional validity of the Wagf (Amendment) Act, 2025. A bench
comprising Chief Justice B. R. Gavai and Justice Augustine George Masih
had earlier postponed the hearing from May 15 to May 20. The court is
expected to consider interim directions on three key issues — including the
power to denotify properties declared as wagf by courts, waqgf-by-user and
wagf-by-deed. The second issue raised by the petitioners relates to the
composition of State Waqf Boards and the Central Waqgf Council. They
argue that, apart from ex-officio members, only Muslims should be allowed
to serve on these bodies. The third issue challenges a provision which
states that a property will not be treated as wadf if, after an inquiry, the



District Collector finds it to be government land. During the last hearing,
the Chief Justice clarified that the court would not entertain challenges to
the original Wagf Act of 1995 in petitions that specifically target the 2025
amendments.
<><><> VISHNU/PTI/1132 HRS

BS DP-I 20.05.2025
MISRI-DELEGATION

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri will brief a delegation of Members of
Parliament in Parliament today ahead of diplomatic outreach on Operation
Sindoor. Earlier, the government had announced to send multi-party
delegations to various countries to present India’s firm stand against
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism in the wake of Operation Sindoor.

Seven such delegations are scheduled to visit key partner countries,
including members of the UN Security Council, later this month. These
delegations will comprise Members of Parliament from different political
parties, prominent political figures, and distinguished diplomats.

The delegations will be led by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor, BJP MP Ravi
Shankar Prasad, JDU MP Sanjay Kumar Jha, BJP MP Baijayant Panda, DMK
MP Kanimozhi Karunanidhi, NCP MP Supriya Sule, and Shiv Sena MP
Shrikant Eknath Shinde.

These teams will project India’s national consensus and resolute approach
to combating terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. They will carry
India’s strong message of zero tolerance against terrorism to the
international community.

<><>BHUPENDRA/1035

SHUKLA MP-II 20.05.2025
PIYUSH GOYAL-US

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has said that he has a
good discussions with his US counterpart Howard William Lutnick towards
expediting the first tranche of India-US Bilateral Trade Agreement. The
talks come against the backdrop of both countries exploring the possibility
of an interim trade arrangement in goods ahead of finalising the first phase
of the trade agreement by October this year. Mr Goyal is leading the team
of senior Indian officials to Washington for discussions, from May 17, with



their US counterparts on the Trade Agreement.

SANJEEV/0704

SHUKLA MP-1 20.05.2025
SHIVRAJ ICAR CONFERENCE

Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan will
inaugurate the Annual Conference of Vice-Chancellors of Agricultural
Universities and Directors of ICAR Institutes in New Delhi today. The theme
of the conference is 'Convergence for Action: Shaping Agricultural
Research, Education and Extension for Viksit Bharat at 2047." During the
event, Mr Chouhan will also chair a high-level panel on reimagining the
National Agricultural Research System (NARS) for India’s long-term
development.

The Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Ministry, in a statement said,
the event will bring together key policymakers, thought leaders, and
academic experts to deliberate on strategic reforms needed to strengthen
the country's agricultural innovation ecosystem. The event will also be
attended by Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying Minister Rajiv
Ranjan Singh and Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare
Bhagirath Choudhary.

CB/BHANU/0428

RAJADURAI DP-I 20-05-2025
FUR REV:MANOHAR LAL-BRICS

Union Power Minister Manohar Lal underscored energy security as
one of the most pressing global challenges of our time. Leading India’s
delegation to the BRICS Energy Ministers’ Meeting in Brazil, the Minister
showcased India’s clean energy achievements.He highlighted India's
decade-long progress in expanding power generation, boosting renewable
energy, advancing green hydrogen, and improving energy access. The
minister stressed the need for deeper cooperation among member nations
to ensure economic stability and sustainable development. He reaffirmed
India’s commitment to energy efficiency, green hydrogen, nuclear energy,
and biofuels.

Sound-bite // Manohar Lal:

The meeting concluded with a joint commitment to strengthening energy
security, tackling energy poverty, and supporting sustainable development.



The BRICS Ministers also called for stronger partnerships, backed open,
fair, and non-discriminatory international energy markets, and encouraged
the use of local currencies in energy trade.

The BRICS Ministers supported each country’s right to follow its own
energy transition path. They called for more concessional financing,
supported the New Development Bank’s role in sustainable energy
projects, and advocated for technological neutrality with fair and
transparent global norms.

This year’s theme was “Strengthening Global South Cooperation for More
Inclusive and Sustainable Governance.” India to host next BRICS Energy
Gathering in 2026.

<><><>CB/PRIYA/1028HRS

SHUKLA:ABHISHEK MP-1 20.05.2025
PM - BEGUMPET RAILWAY STATION

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will virtually inaugurate the
redeveloped Begumpet railway station on Thursday, as part of inauguration
of 103 Amrit Bharat stations nationwide. The Karimnagar and Warangal
railway stations in Telangana will also be opened to the public.

The Begumpet railway station has been redeveloped into a modern
transit hub, reflecting the rich heritage of Telangana under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme at an estimated cost of 26 crore 55 lakh rupees. As
per the South-Central Railway (SCR) officials, the facelift includes a host of
passenger-friendly features like escalators, lifts, spacious waiting halls,
modern toilets, and dedicated facilities for differently-abled commuters.
Telangana’s State bird, the Indian Roller, has been installed as a symbolic
centrepiece. SCR Chief Public Relations Officer, A Sridhar, said the station
now boasts illuminated lighting, landscaped greenery, water features, and
marked signage, which have been designed to enhance the overall
commuting experience. Besides, the Begumpet Railway Station will be
operated entirely by women staff, from the station master to the ticket
clerks and RPF constables, booking staff. A dedicated surveillance system
ensures enhanced safety for female passengers.

Serving over 15 thousand passengers daily, Begumpet is known to be
one of the busiest suburban stations in Hyderabad after Secunderabad,



Hyderabad and Kacheguda.
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SHUKLA MP-1 20.05.2025
VP - GOA VISIT

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar will be on a three-day visit to Goa
beginning today. During the visit, Mr Dhankhar will visit Mormugao Port
tomorrow, where he will dedicate new projects of the Port to the country
and interact with the senior officers and staff of the Mormugao Port
Authority. The Vice President will also interact with senior officers of the
Indian Coast Guard on board a Coast Guard vessel at the Port.

On Thursday, Mr Dhankhar will visit ICAR-Central Coastal Agricultural
Research Institute where he will interact with faculty members and
scientists. He will also visit Raj Bhavan, where he will commission statues
of Charaka and Sushruta, commemorating their distinguished contributions
to Ayurveda and Surgery respectively.

CB/BHANU/0430

IMD

The India Meteorological Department has issued an orange alert
warning for Karnataka to predict very heavy to extremely heavy rainfall
during the next two day. IMD has also issued a red alert warning for
Karnataka and adjoining during the next 3 days. Talking to media, Senior
Scientist in IMD, RK Jenamani said that Mumbai will also receive moderate
to heavy rainfall from tomorrow. Meanwhile, six people have died in
different parts of Jharkhand due to heavy rains, thunderstorms, and
lightning. Three deaths were reported from Meral village in Garhwa district,
two from Ramgarh district, and one from Hazaribagh district.



