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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will dedicate the Vizhinjam International
Deepwater Multipurpose Seaport, India’s first semi-automated port, to the
nation in Kerala today. Commissioning of Vizhinjam port in
Thiruvananthapuram, which is the country’s first deepwater container
transhipment port, will mark a major event in Indian port history, placing
Kerala on the global maritime map. Prime Minister will inaugurate, lay the
foundation stone and dedicate to the nation multiple development projects
worth over 58,000 crore rupees in Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh, this
evening. The Prime Minister will also flag off the construction of core
capital facilities in Amaravathi, the green field capital city of Andhra
Pradesh



BJP MP Sanjay Jaiswal

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has appointed BJP MP Sanjay Jaiswal as the
Chairperson of the Committee on Estimates for 2025-26. Mr Birla
constituted the 30-member committee with effect from today for the term
ending on the 30th of April next year. The Committee comprises Lok Sabha
MPs, including P P Chaudhary and Rajiv Pratap Rudy from the BJP, Kumari
Selja and Deepender Singh Hooda from the Congress, Awadhesh Prasad
from the SP, TMC's Kalyan Banerjee, DMK’s Dayanidhi Maran and Arvind
Sawant from the Shiv Sena (UBT) as members.

Mr Birla has also appointed BJP MP Baijayant Panda as the Chairperson of
the Committee on Public Undertakings for 2025-26. In the 22-member
committee, there are 15 members from the Lok Sabha and 7 members
from the Rajya Sabha.

Pakistan ceasefire

Pakistan violated the ceasefire for the eighth consecutive night by
launching unprovoked firing along the Line of Control in Jammu and
Kashmir. Defence sources said the Indian Army effectively responded to
small arms fire by the Pakistan military. It added that Pakistan Army posts
initiated unprovoked small-arms fire across the Line of Control opposite
Kupwara, Baramulla, Poonch, Naushera, and Akhnoor areas. Meanwhile,
India countered the ‘unprovoked’ firing across the LOC ‘proportionately,’
the Indian Army said.

Angola President

President of Angola Joao Manuel Gongalves Lourenco arrived in New Delhi
this morning on a day State Visit to India. He was accorded a special
welcome and received by Minister of State for External Affairs Kirti Vardhan
Singh at the airport. Mr Laurenco is accompanied by a high-level
delegation, including several Ministers, senior officials, business houses and
media. A visit by the President of Angola to India is taking place after 38
years. The visit comes at a time when India and Angola are celebrating the
40th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations this year.
President Laurenco will be accorded a ceremonial welcome at the forecourt
of Rashtrapati Bhawan tomorrow. He will hold discussions with President



Droupadi Murmu, who will host a banquet in honour of the visiting
dignitary. Besides, President Laurenco will have delegation level talks with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who will also host a luncheon in his honour.
Several MoUs and Agreements are expected to be signed during the visit,
which shall give a fillip to bilateral relations. On Sunday, President
Laurenco will participate in a business event in New Delhi, aimed at
promoting investment and commercial linkages between the two countries.
he Ministry of External Affairs said India and Angola enjoy warm and
friendly relations built over the years. It said, bilateral relations of the two
countries are underpinned by a vibrant energy partnership. Bilateral trade
between the two countries has been growing and reached 4.192 billion
dollars during 2023-2024. The Development Partnership, Capacity-Building
Cooperation, and Defence relationship have also been expanding. Both
countries support each other’s candidature at various multilateral for,
including in the UN.

Kirti Vardhan Singh

Minister of State for External Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh met a delegation
led by the Chief Minister of Sudurpaschim Province of Nepal, Kamal
Bahadur Shah, in New Delhi. During the interaction, Mr Singh affirmed the
age-old and unique relationship between India and Nepal, firmly rooted in
deep people-to-people links. He also highlighted recent progress in bilateral
relations and discussed opportunities for fostering greater links between
India and the Sudurpaschim region of Nepal through connectivity, energy,
tourism and agriculture. The Ministry of External Affairs, in a statement,
said Nepal is a priority partner for India under its Neighbourhood First
policy. It added that the visit of the delegation underscores the sustained
momentum in the bilateral ties between the two countries.

Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL) has informed that some flights
have been impacted at Delhi Airport due to thunderstorms and heavy
rainfall in the National Capital. It has also requested the passengers to
contact the airline concerned for updated flight information.

South Central Railway

South Central Railway (SCR) has achieved its highest-ever freight loading
for the last month, by recording 12.36 million tonnes (MTS) in April this
year. This marks a significant increase from the previous record of 11.64



MTS set during the same period last year, showing over 6 per cent growth.
This growth was mainly due to a sharp rise in the loading of iron ore and
cement. An official release stated that Cement loading reached 3.24 MTS,
with an 18 per cent increase from last year. Iron ore loading rose to 0.765
MTS, up by 39 per cent. Coal remained the major contributor with 6.100
MTS, slightly lower than that of last year. Other key commodities also
showed positive performance. Food grains rose to 0.50 MTS, raw materials
for steel plants increased to 0.43 MTS, and other goods reached 0.63 MTS.
However, fertiliser and container loadings saw a small decline. SCR has
focused on improving freight services by streamlining wagon supply and
monitoring train movements. General Manager Arun Kumar Jain
appreciated the team’s coordination, especially during ongoing
infrastructure work and special train operations.

Supreme Court

The Supreme Court has said that doctors should only prescribe generic
medicines and not any particular brand, as has been ordered in Rajasthan.
Hearing a petition seeking regulation of unethical marketing practices by
pharmaceutical companies, the apex court said, if this directive is
implemented across the country, it will bring about a huge change. The
three-judge bench of the Supreme Court comprises Justices Sandeep
Mehta, Vikram Nath and Sanjay Karol. The apex court remarked that the
issue of pharmaceutical companies allegedly bribing doctors will be
resolved if there is a statutory mandate for doctors to prescribe generic
medicines. In Rajasthan, there is now an executive instruction that every
medical professional will have to prescribe generic medicine. They can't
prescribe by any company name. That should take care of the things,” the
court said.

Nirmala Sitharaman

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that the record GST
collection in April showcases the resilience of the Indian economy and the
effectiveness of cooperative federalism. Gross GST collections for April
stood at 2.36 lakh crore rupees, marking a 12.6 per cent increase over the
gross collection of 2.10 lakh crore rupees in April 2024. Net GST collections
for April 2025 reached 2.09 lakh crore rupees, reflecting a 9.1 per cent
growth compared to the net collection of 1.92 lakh crore rupees in April



2024. In a social media post, Ms Sitharaman expressed deepest gratitude
to the taxpayers whose contributions and faith in the GST architecture
drive the nation’s progress. She said their contributions reflect a shared
commitment to building a Viksit Bharat. Ms Sitharaman also highlighted the
dedicated efforts of Finance Ministers of all states and state GST
authorities, who remain equal partners in India’s GST framework. The
Finance Minister also acknowledged the efforts of the field formations of
the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) for their sincere
efforts. The increase in GST collections was driven by the higher level of
economic activity and better compliance.



