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NEW. PM-MP VISIT: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the terrorist
attack in Pahalgam was a challenge to India’s woman power and it has proved to
be a death knell for the perpetrators. Addressing a public rally in Bhopal, he said
that India will not tolerate any form of proxy war and is determined to respond
firmly to such acts of terror. The Prime Minister was addressing the Women
Empowerment Maha Sammelan organized on the 300th birth anniversary of
Lokmata Devi Ahilya Bai at Jamboori Maidan in Bhopal, the capital of Madhya
Pradesh today. He said that Operation Sindoor has become a symbol of India's
bravery. The terrorists had challenged the power of women. This challenge
became fatal for them and their masters. Our army entered the enemy's home
hundreds of kilometers away and destroyed their terrorist hideouts. Operation
Sindoor is the biggest successful operation in the history of India so far. Mr. Modi
said that the clear message of the 140 crore people of the country is that now
bullets will be answered with shells. He said that, now we will kill terrorists even
by entering their homes and those helping them will also have to pay the price
for it. Referring to the public welfare schemes of the government, the Prime
Minister highlighted the public welfare schemes inspired by the ideals of Lokmata
Devi Ahilyabai Holkar. He said the government is following her mantra of
“Nagarik Devo Bhava” in its governance and has made Women-Led Development
the foundation of national progress. Women, he said, are at the center of every
major government initiative. In his address, the Prime Minister stated that India
is leaving behind an era when women were kept away from modern technology.
He noted that today, women are leading in areas such as agriculture technology,



with initiatives like the Namo Drone Didi campaign boosting both their morale
and income. He highlighted that a growing number of women are pursuing
careers in science, engineering, medicine, and aviation, with increasing
enrollment in science and mathematics subjects. He also proudly mentioned that
more than 100 women scientists and engineers contributed to the success of the
Chandrayaan-3 mission. The Prime Minister spoke about past societal norms
where women often hid their health issues or avoided hospital visits during
pregnancy due to concerns of being a burden on their families. He credited the
Ayushman Bharat scheme for helping eliminate these barriers by offering free
medical treatment of up to 5 lakh rupees, ensuring women receive the
healthcare they need without financial stress. Further wunderlining the
government'’s efforts to ease the lives of women, Prime Minister Modi mentioned
schemes that ensure basic amenities such as tap water, electricity, LPG
connections, bank accounts, and toilets. He described these not merely as
facilities but as symbols of the government's respect for women, which have
significantly reduced daily hardships. Highlighting the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, the Prime Minister informed the audience that over 4 crore houses have
been built for the poor, with the majority being registered in the names of
women. For many, this marked the first time property had ever been registered
in their name, making them rightful homeowners and enhancing their sense of
dignity and empowerment. Paying tribute to Lokmata Devi Ahilyabai Holkar,
Prime Minister Modi praised her exceptional leadership and contributions to
education and public welfare during a time when the country was under colonial
rule. He noted her devotion to both God and public service, describing her as a
powerful example of how determination and resolve can overcome even the
most difficult circumstances. During the event, the Prime Minister inaugurated
key infrastructure projects including the Indore Metro’s first phase and two
regional airports — one in Satna and another in Datia. The Datia airport, built on
124 acres, cost 60 crore rupees, while the Satna airport was completed at a cost
of approximately 37 crore rupees. These projects are expected to boost regional
connectivity, accelerate economic development, and generate employment
opportunities. Mr. Modi also released the first installment for the construction of
1,271 Atal Gram Seva Sadans, which will provide permanent office infrastructure
for village panchayats and improve local governance through the Atal Gram
Sushasan Bhawan initiative. To honor the legacy of Devi Ahilyabai Holkar, a
commemorative postage stamp and a 300 rupees coin were released. The Prime
Minister also visited an exhibition dedicated to good governance, women
empowerment, and the cultural heritage associated with Lokmata Ahilyabai,
organized by the Department of Culture. Madhya Pradesh Governor Mangubhai
Patel, Chief Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav, and Union Culture Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat and several other dignitaries attended the event.



REV. DAY. ALL PARTY DELEGATION (WITH V/C)

Columbia has officially withdrawn its statement that was issued expressing
condolences on the loss of lives in Pakistan after the Indian strikes during the
Operation Sindoor. This statement came after a meeting of all-party delegation
led by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor, with Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Colombia, Rosa Yolanda Villavicencio in Columbia. As a demonstration of India's
steadfast dedication to eradicating terrorism, the seven multiparty parliamentary
delegations continues to engage in high-level discussions during their official
visits abroad. Briefing Colombian Ministers and Senior Officials, the all-party
delegation led by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor expressed India’s view of recent
events and voiced disappointment at Colombia’s statement. In a social media
post Mr. Tharoor said that Colombian Ministers assured him that the statement
had been withdrawn and India's position has now been properly understood and
strongly supported. Congress MP Shashi Tharoor said that India values very
much the connection with BRICS of which India is a founding member. He added
that India is also very attached to the growth of the Global South - the countries
of the developing world. SB- SHASHI THAROOR Meanwhile, Another Delegation
led by Shivsena MP Dr. Shrikant Eknath Shinde has concluded their visit to Sierra
Leone. DMK MP Kanimozhi, led all-party delegation met the Indian diaspora in
Latvia.

Shivsena MP Dr. Shrikant Eknath Shinde led delegation held extensive meetings
with key Sierra Leonean dignitaries including the Speaker of the Parliament, the
Deputy Minister of Defence, National Security Coordinator, Acting Foreign
Minister and the Vice President of Sierra Leone. The delegation highlighted
India's zero-tolerance policy towards terrorism and emphasized the importance
of global unity in combating this threat. In a strong show of solidarity, the
Parliament of Sierra Leone condemned the terrorist attack at Pahalgam and
observed a moment of silence to honor the victims of the attack.The visit
concluded with calls for coordinated action at the UN Security Council, Financial
Action Task Force-FATF and other global forums to counter terrorism and
preserve international peace.

ADD NADDA-JAIPUR VISIT

National President of BJP and Union Minister J.P. Nadda has said that
Ahilya Bai Holkar encouraged religion, protected culture and was a great
social reformer who worked to preserve and revive India's tradition and
culture. Mr. Nadda was addressing a program on the 300th birth
anniversary of Ahilya Bai Holkar in Jaipur. He said that she was a



courageous and fearless woman who did historic work for women
empowerment. He said that she fought for social justice and started good
governance. Mr. Nadda said that it should be considered who buried Ahilya
Bai Holkar in the pages of history. Referring to various schemes and
decisions of the Central Government, Mr. Nadda said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is also continuously working for women empowerment.

ARMY-TECH TRIALS

Indian Army is conducting trials of next-generation defence
technologies at key locations across the country, including the Pokhran
Field Firing Ranges, Babina Field Firing Ranges, and Joshimath. The
Ministry of Defence in a statement today said that these field trials are
being conducted under near-combat conditions, integrating electronic
warfare simulations to assess the performance of cutting-edge defence
systems rigorously. Air Defence equipment demonstrations are also
scheduled to take place in Agra and Gopalpur. The demonstrations feature
a wide array of advanced technologies developed under the Aatmanirbhar
Bharat initiative. Key platforms undergoing evaluation include Unmanned
Aerial Systems, UAV-launched Precision-Guided Munitions, Loitering
Munitions, Low-Level Lightweight Radars, Electronic Warfare Platforms,
and specialised vertical-launch drones. A large number of defence industry
partners are taking part in the demonstration. The Ministry said that trials
are designed to ensure the rapid absorption of emerging technologies to
meet evolving battlefield requirements.

VP-UP VISIT: Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar is scheduled to visit Agra in
Uttar Pradesh tomorrow. During his visit, he will participate as the chief guest at
an event commemorating the 300th birth anniversary of Mata Ahilya Bai Holkar.

NEW. NO TOBACCO DAY: (WITH BYTE) World No Tobacco Day is globally
being observed today to raise awareness against the dangers of using tobacco.
The day is a global initiative by the World Health Organization (WHO) to end the
use of tobacco. The theme for this year is Unmasking the Appeal: Exposing
Industry Tactics on Tobacco and Nicotine Products, which focuses on highlighting
the hidden dangers of tobacco products that come in appealing flavors and
packaging. Talking to Akashvani News, Pulmonary, Critical Care and Sleep
Medicine Doctor at AIIMS New Delhi, Karan Madan said that consumption of



tobacco in any form is harmful for health. He added that it impacts human health
severely. BYTE. DR KARAN MADAN

INDIAN ECONOMY GROWTH: India is set to retain its position as the fastest-
growing major economy in Financial Year 2026, supported by strong
macroeconomic fundamentals, a resilient financial sector, and a focus on
sustainable growth, according to a State Bank of India (SBI) report. SBI
estimates India’s GDP growth for Fiscal Year 25 at 6.5 percent, supported by a
strong 7.4 percent growth in the fourth quarter. This growth was helped by a 9.4
percent rise in capital investment during the quarter. For the full year, capital
formation went up by 7.1 percent. In the fourth quarter, the industry and
services sectors grew by 6.5 percent and 7.3 percent respectively. The
construction sector saw the highest growth in six quarters at 10.8 percent, while
manufacturing grew by 4.8 percent. Private consumption increased by 7.2
percent during the year, and exports rose by 6.3 percent. However, imports
dropped by 3.7 percent in Fiscal Year 25, with a sharp 12.7 percent fall in
Quarter Four. Dr. Soumya Kanti Ghosh, SBI's Group Chief Economic Adviser, said
that higher household savings will help support growth without causing inflation.
He warned that global and geopolitical risks are still concerns for the future.
Overall, almost all sectors showed stronger performance in the last quarter of
Fiscal Year 25, giving a positive outlook for Fiscal Year 26.

FRENCH OPEN TENNIS: In Tennis, India's Rohan Bopanna and his Czech
partner Adam Pavlasek have advanced to the third round of the prestigious
French Open, also known as Roland Garros. The Indian-Czech duo defeated
home favourites Fabien Reboul and Sadio Doumbia in the second round of the
Men’s Doubles. After narrowly losing the first set 6-7, Bopanna and Pavlasek
made a strong comeback to win the next two sets 7-6, 6-2. They will next face
the second seeds, Henry Patten of the United Kingdom and Harri Heliévaara of
Finland, tomorrow.



