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PM - AIR FORCE CHIEF

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today met Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief
Marshal AP Singh at his residence in New Delhi. The meeting came amid
rising tensions between India and Pakistan following the Pahalgam terror
attack.

<><><>Suparna/1349 hrs

DEFENCE MINISTERS-MEET: Defense Minister Rajnath Singh will hold a
bilateral meeting with his Japanese counterpart Mr. Gen Nakatani in New Delhi
tomorrow. The Ministry of Defence, in a statement, has said that during the
meeting both sides will exchange views and ideas on the current regional and
international security situation and discuss ways to further deepen the bilateral
defense cooperation. India and Japan share a long-term friendship, which has
further gained qualitative momentum after the elevation of Special Strategic and
Global Partnership in 2014. Defense and security are important pillars of the ties
between the two nations. This will be the second meeting between the two
defense ministers within six months after their maiden interaction in November
last year on the sidelines of the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus.

INDIA LAND REFORM: India is all set to lead the global land reform talks at
World Bank Land Conference 2025 being held at World Bank Headquarters in
Washington, DC from 5th to 8th May. A high level Indian delegation, led by
Panchayati Raj Secretary Vivek Bharadwaj, is set to present the transformative
SVAMITVA Scheme and Gram Manchitra platform at the Conference. This year’s
World Bank Land Conference is themed “Securing Land Tenure and Access for
Climate Action: Moving from Awareness to Action”. It will bring together global
leaders, policymakers, experts and development partners to explore strategies
for securing land tenure, modernizing land administration for sustainable
development and climate-responsive governance. Under India’s flagship
SVAMITVA Scheme that provides legal ownership of rural properties using drones
and geospatial technology, property cards to over 24.4 million households across
1.6 lakh villages have been issued. Panchayati Raj Ministry said in a statement
that this has mapped over 100 million property parcels, unlocking an estimated
1.162 trillion dollars in land value. India’s participation in the 2025 World Bank
Land Conference marks a significant milestone in global rural land governance.



WAVES - JAJU: Information and Broadcasting Secretary, Sanjay Jaju today
said that every creator that participated in WAVES is leaving as a star. The
Secretary said this while addressing a cultural session during WAVES in Mumbai.
Mr Jaju noted the musicians that contested in the Create in India Challenge
(CIC), captured the essence of India through their performances. He mentioned
that the government will take the winners of all the musical competitions of CIC
for future international tours and performances over more established names. [
SB - SANJAY JAJU 1 / MAIL ] He further highlighted that WAVES has
helped unearth such unique talents at a time when India lacks professional
bands that showcase the essence of India on a global stage. Talking exclusively
to Akashvani News, Mr Jaju said that WAVES has been an incredible stage for
investment, business, art and culture, establishing itself as a people's movement.
[ SB - SANJAY JAJU 2 / MAIL ]

VP-KARNATAKA VISIT: Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar will be on a one-day
tour to Karnataka tomorrow. During this visit, the Vice-President will pay a visit
to the College of Forestry in Sirsi at the Uttara Kannada district of Karnataka.

SANJIO EP-I
04.05.2025
SHAH- SANSKRIT EVENT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today stressed that people need to
learn and practice Sanskrit language because India's all knowledge is in
Sanskrit language. He said that Sanskrit language can guide the world to
resolve its problems. The Home Minister made these remarks while
addressing the valedictory event of '1008 Sanskrit Speech Camps'
organised by Samskrita Bharati in New Delhi.

Emphasizing the importance of Sanskrit language, Mr. Shah said that
Sanskrit language is a mother of most languages. He added that the
government is working to promote Sanskrit in the country.

[SB- AMIT SHAH- SENT TO GNR]

Our correspondent reports that Samskrita Bharati has organised 1008
Sanskrit Speech Camps in the national capital between 23th April to 3rd of
this month. 25 thousand people participated in these camps and learned
Sanskrit language. Delhi CM Rekha Gupta, BJP Delhi President Virendraa
Sachdeva, Delhi University Chancellor Prof. Yogesh Singh and dignitaries



from Samskrita Bharati were present in the event.
<><>RAHISUDDIEN/1536
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ICAR RICE

Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan today launched India's
first two Genome edited Rice varieties by ICAR in New Delhi. Addressing
the event, the Minister said that today is a historic day for India. He said
these two varieties will reduce the cost of production and increase the yield
of rice in the country. Mr. Chouhan congratulated agriculture scientists who
were involved in this project and said that the country has faith in the
capability of the country's agricultural scientists. He added that ICAR will
have to take their research directly to the farmers. Mr. Chouhan said that
this research will prove to be a milestone in Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
resolution of Viksit Bharat.

<><><> Akshit/1322 hrs
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EC APP

Election Commission will soon launch a single-point App ECINET for
stakeholders. EC said in a statement, the new one-stop platform, ECINET,
will integrate and reorient over 40 of EC’s existing mobile and web
applications. The statement said, it is developing a new user-friendly
digital interface for the electors and its other stakeholders such as the
election officials, political parties and the civil society.

ECINET will have an aesthetic User Interface and a simplified User
Experience by providing a singular platform for all electoral-related
activities. This move is also designed to alleviate the burden of the users
for downloading and navigating multiple Apps and remembering different
logins.

The platform was envisaged by the Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar during the Conference of Chief Electoral Officers held in
March this year. ECINET will also enable users to access relevant electoral



data on their desktops or smartphones. To ensure that data is as accurate
as possible, the data on ECINET will be entered solely by the authorized EC
official.
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REV IPL
In IPL Cricket, Rajasthan Royals were at runs for loss of
wicket/s in overs against hosts Kolkata Knight Riders,

chasing the target of 207 runs, at the Eden Gardens, a short while ago.
Deciding to bat first, Kolkata made 206 for four in stipulated 20 overs.
Andre Russell hit 57 not out and Angkrish Raghuvanshi scored 44 runs.

For Rajasthan, Jofra Archer, Yudhvir Singh Charak, Maheesh
Theekshana and Riyan Parag bagged one wicket each.

In the second match of the league today, Punjab Kings will face
Lucknow Super Giants at Dharamsala, Himachal Pradesh at 7:30 this
evening.
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