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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that his government is
committed to make India a sporting superpower ahead of Olympics 2036.
In a video address to launch the ‘Khelo India Youth Games 2025’, Mr Modi



said, his government has increased the sports budget by three times over
the past decade and allocated 4,000 crore rupees this year. Highlighting his
government’s top priority to promote sports and improve infrastructure, he
said sporting events are now organised round the year, and even the
National Education Policy has recognised sports by making it a part of
mainstream studies.
[S/B-PM-YOUTH GAMES KHELO INDIA-30 SECS]

<><><>

India has becomes the first country in the world to develop genome-
edited rice varieties. Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan launched
first two genome edited rice varieties developed by ICAR institutions.
Addressing the event in New Delhi, the Minister said that this research will
prove to be a milestone in Prime Minister Narendra Modi's resolution of
Viksit Bharat. He said that these two varities are not only beneficial to
farmers but also to the public.
<><><>

Defence Minister will hold a bilateral meeting with his Japanese
counterpart Gen Nakatani in New Delhi today. The Ministry of Defence, in a
statement, has said that during the meeting both sides will exchange views
and ideas on the current regional and international security situation and
discuss ways to further deepen the bilateral defense cooperation.
<><><>

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that as a Defence Minister, it
is his responsibility to work with the armed forces and give befitting reply
to those who cast evil eye on India. The Defence Minister said this while
addressing the Sanskriti Jagran Mahotsav in New Delhi. Mr. Singh added
that as a Defence Minister, it is also his responsibility to ensure the security
of the country's borders along with the soldiers. Mr. Singh said that
whatever the people of the country desire, will happen under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
<>L<><>

The 58th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of Asian Development
Bank (ADB) began at Milan in Italy yesterday. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is leading the Indian delegation at the four-day event. The
finance minister will participate in the annual meeting's focal events like
the Governors' Business Session, Governor's Plenary Session and as a



panellist in the ADB Governors' Seminar on 'Cross-Border Collaboration for
Future Resilience'.
<><><>

Union Road Transport and Highways Minister, Nitin Gadkari, will
inaugurate 285 kilometres of national highway projects at a total cost of
about six thousand crore rupees in Telangana today. Mr Gadkari will reach
Kagajnagar in Komarambheem Asifabad district this morning to inaugurate
the four-lane National Highway-363 at Kagaznagar X Road. He will formally
inaugurate six laning of a portion of Hyderabad-Bengaluru highway near
Samshabad and inaugurate flyovers constructed at the BHEL and Amberpet
in Hyderabad later this evening.
<><><>

In IPL Cricket, Hosts Sunrisers Hyderabad will take on Delhi Capitals
in Hyderabad this evening. The match will start at 7:30 PM.

Yesterday, Punjab Kings defeated Lucknow Super Giants by 37 runs
in Dharamsala. In the first match yesterday, hosts Kolkata Knight Riders
just managed to beat Rajasthan Royals by one run at the Eden Gardens.

<><><>
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that as a Defence Minister, it
is his responsibility to work with the armed forces and give befitting reply
to those who cast evil eye on India. The Defence Minister said this while
addressing the addressing the Sanskriti Jagran Mahotsav in New Delhi. Mr.
Singh added that as a Defence Minister, it is also his responsibility to
ensure the security of the country's borders along with the soldiers. Mr.
Singh said that whatever the people of the country desire, will happen
under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

[S/B- https://x.com/ANI/status/1919023808004182122]

The Defence Minister said that now the whole world recognizes India
and listens to what it says at the global platform. He said India which
earlier was at 11" position in the economy has now become the 5" largest



economy in the world. He expressed hope that by 2027, India will become
the 3" largest economy in the world. He said to become a developed
nation India should not only grow economically but it should also be
empowered spiritually and culturally.

[S/B-
https://x.com/rajnathsingh/status/1919011704165322936CB/A
NAND/PRIYA/0606

IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall in
Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha today. Met Department predicted moderate rainfall accompanied
with thunderstorms, lightning and gusty winds in Bihar, Odisha, Himachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Jammu and Kashmir, Uttarakhand, Assam, Manipur
and West Bengal till tomorrow. IMD said that hot and humid weather
conditions are expected to prevail over Kerala and Mahe. Parts of East
Rajasthan can witness dust storms today. According to the weather
agency, hailstorm conditions are very likely over Chhattisgarh, East Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat, Odisha and Uttarakhand today.

AKSHIT/0717
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In China, nine people lost their lives after sudden strong winds
capsized four tourist boats and plunged 84 people into the water in
Guizhou province yesterday. State media reported that the search was
ongoing for one person who was still missing while 74 others have been
rescued. Nearly 500 workers were mobilised for the relief and rescue works
in the incident. Chinese President Xi Jinping has instructed provincial
authorities to enhance safety measures to curb the growing number of
accidents at tourist attractions and major public places.

SWATI/NET/1010 HRS
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The Indian Army effectively responded to firing by Pakistan military
along Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir last night. Defence sources
said, the Pakistan Army resorted to unprovoked small-arms fire across the
Line of Control opposite the Kupwara, Baramulla, Poonch, Rajauri,
Mendhar, Naushera, Sunderbani and Akhnoor areas of Jammu and
Kashmir. The Indian troops responded promptly and proportionately. There
were no reports of any casualties.

AKSHIT/0726
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SC-WAQF ACT

The Supreme Court will hear today a batch of petitions challenging
the constitutional validity of the Wagf (Amendment) Act 2025. A bench
comprising Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna, Justice Sanjay Kumar and
Justice KV Viswanathan will hear the matter at 2 PM. The bench had
clarified in its hearing on 17th of last month that today's posting is for a
preliminary hearing and if necessary, interim orders will be passed.

In the last hearing, the Central Government undertook to put on hold
certain contentious provisions of the Amendment Act after the Court
expressed certain concerns. The Centre assured that registered or notified
wadfs, including wagfs-by-user lands, will not be affected. It also
undertook not to make appointments to the Central Waqgf Council and the
State Waqgf Boards. Later, the Minority Affairs Ministry filed a preliminary
affidavit defending the Act and refuting the petitioners' arguments. The
petitioners have filed rejoinders to the Centre's affidavit. <><><>

SWATI/LIVE LAW/1113 HRS



