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TRIPTI DP-I 19.05.2025
CHOUHAN - VIKSIT KRISHI ABHIYAN

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that a
nationwide campaign Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan will be launched from
29th of this month and will continue untill 12th of June. The campaign aims
to create awareness among farmers about modern technology and new
seed varieties. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi today, Mr
Chouhan said, the campaign will run in 723 districts across the country and
reach nearly 1.5 crore farmers. He said, a team of scientists will visit nearly
65 thousand villages to train farmers in practical and scientific farming
techniques. Each team will have three meetings at district level every day.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)

Mr Chouhan said, Agriculture remains the backbone of the Indian
economy, providing livelihood to nearly half the population and forming the
foundation of the country's food security. He added that under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, a transformative campaign is
being run to build Viksit Bharat and at the heart of this mission lies the
goal of Viksit Krishi, Viksit Kheti, Samruddh Kisan. Mr Chouhan said, in
2023-24, total food grain production was approximately one thousand 557
lakh tonnes, which has increased to around one thousand 664 lakh tonnes
in 2024-25. He said, the production of food grains is steadily increasing in
the country.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)
<><>AKSHIT/PHONE/DIPENDRA/1146



TRIPTI DP-I 19-05-2025
GOYAL-GeM

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has said that
the the digital public procurement platform - Government e Marketplace
(GeM), has become a key engine of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision
of Viksit Bharat 2047. In an article of an English news daily, Mr Goyal
asserted that the GeM has eliminated entry barriers, weeded out
corruption, empowered and uplifted marginalized sections, especially in
small towns, and enabled massive savings of taxpayers' money.

<><><>PRIYA/DIPENDRA/1145
TRIPTI DP-II 19.05.2025

BALOCHISTAN - BLAST

In Balochistan, four people were killed and 20 injured after a bomb
exploded near the Jabbar Market in Killa Abdullah district yesterday. The
blast caused extensive damage to the building and triggering widespread
panic. Several shops collapsed, and fires erupted in multiple
establishments. Following the explosion, a brief exchange of gunfire
occurred between unidentified assailants and FC personnel. Law
enforcement officials sealed off the area and launched a comprehensive
search and clearance operation.

<><><> BIMAL/NET/ 1146
ARMY-CEASEFIRE
The Indian Army has rejected the reports that claimed that the ceasefire
between India and Pakistan ended yesterday. According to the Indian
Army, there were no Director General of Military Operation (DGMO) level
talks scheduled between the Indian and Pakistani side on 18th of May. It
said, as far as the continuation of a break in hostilities as decided in the
DGMOs interaction of 12th May is concerned, there is no expiry date to it.
The last Director General of Military Operation level talks were held on 12th
of May between India and Pakistan. During the talks, issues related to
continuing the commitment that both sides must not fire a single shot or
initiate any aggressive and inimical action against each other were
discussed.
<><><>

ISRO - COMMITTEE



Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has formed a committee
to investigate the incident in which a PSLV rocket failed to place earth
observation satellite, EOS-09 into its intended orbit. ISRO Chairman V
Narayanan said that the committee held several rounds of discussions
yesterday to identify the cause. ISRO failed to place its earth observation
satellite in orbit after Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C61) rocket
developed a fault minutes after launch from Sriharikota yesterday. Dr
Narayanan said, the rocket is a four-stage vehicle and the first two stages
were completed successfully.

[S/B-DR. V NARAYANAN ISRO-22 SECS]
FS-BRIEFING
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri will brief Parliamentary Standing Committee
today on Current Foreign Policy Developments regarding India and
Pakistan. The Foreign Secretary is also expected to brief the Committee on
Operation Sindoor and subsequent ceasefire announcement with Pakistan.
He will also brief the committee about the Oral Evidence of the
representatives of the Ministry of External Affairs and Ministry of Defence
aspect relating to maritime security in connection with examination of the
subject Evaluation of India's Indian Ocean Strategy.

<><><>

TRIPTI::DIVYA DP-1 19.05.2025
J&K-SEARCH OPERATION

In Jammu and Kashmir security forces launched joint search
operations in the twin border districts of Rajouri and Poonch today. Our
Correspondent reports that following reports of suspected movement in the
border belt of Rajouri district the security forces launched a search
operation. Acting on information that a woman spotted three suspected
persons in the Nowshera area late last night, a search operation was
launched in the area. Another search operation in the forest belt of Poonch
district is also underway. The operation is being carried out by a joint team
of security forces.
<><><> N. GULSHAN RAINA/JAMMU MAIL/1219

<><><>
SL-SALT SHORTAGE

Sri Lanka is facing a severe salt shortage, with retail prices of salt
surging three to four times due to disrupted local production and slow
import processing. Importing of salt has been the way forward as only 23
per cent of the expected production has been possible. The Salt Producers’



Association has blamed delays in clearing 30,000 metric tons of non-iodised
salt imports. A government official said a shipment from India is expected
soon, with prices likely to stabilise within two weeks. National Salt Limited
has attributed the crisis to heavy rains during the Yala harvest. Only 8,000
metric tonnes were collected instead of the expected 35,000 MT. Rainfall
has also washed away over 15,000 metric tons of ready salt.

REV. MAHA-ACCIDENT

In Maharashtra, five people were killed in a road accident on the Mumbai-
Goa Highway when a car they were driving in drove into the Jagbudi River
close to Ratnagiri. The driver was left critically injured. The victims were on
the way from Mumbai to Devrukh when the car lost control and skidded off
into the river. Locals and rescue officials moved quickly to the scene.
SHUKLA MP-II 19.05.2025

KHELO INDIA - BEACH GAMES

The inaugural edition of the Khelo India Beach Games will kick off
today at the pristine Ghoghla Beach in Diu. More than 1000 athletes from
across the country will compete in six medal events and two demonstration
sports over six action-packed days. The medal events will include Beach
Soccer, Beach Volleyball, Beach Kabaddi, Beach Sepak Takraw, Pencak
Silat, and Open Water Swimming. The demonstration sports, Mallakhamb
and Tug-of-War, will also be staged, celebrating traditional Indian sports
with coastal flair. The event will culminate on Saturday.

<><><> VISHNU/PTI/0714

SHUKLA MP-1 19.05.2025
REV. IMD WEATHER

India Meterological Department has forecast heavy to very heavy
rainfall in Kerala, Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra during next 5
days. Heavy to very heavy rainfall accompanied with thunderstorms and
lightning is also likely over Northeast India, Sub-Himalayan West Bengal
and Sikkim during next 5 to 6 days. Heat wave conditions are likely over
West Rajasthan from today till 22nd of this month. Hot and humid weather
is likely to prevail over Odisha today. The weatherman has forecast isolated



to scattered light to moderate rainfall with thunderstorm, lightning and
gusty winds over Jammu-Kashmir-Ladakh-Gilgit-Baltistan-Muzaffarabad,
and Himachal Pradesh today till tomorrow. Isolated to scattered light to
moderate rainfall is also likely over Uttarakhand till 24th May. Conditions
are favorable for further advance of southwest Monsoon over some more
parts of south Arabian Sea, Maldives and Comorin area, some more parts
of South Bay of Bengal and some more parts of central and northeast Bay
of Bengal during next 2 to 3 days.
CB/Suparna/0656
TRIPTI DP-II 19.05.2025
BCCI-WITHDRAWS FROM ASIA CUP

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has decided to
withdraw from two major Asian Cricket Council (ACC) tournaments
following tensions between India and Pakistan. The Women’s Emerging
Teams Asia Cup, scheduled for next month in Sri Lanka and the Men’s Asia
Cup, which India was set to host in September.

The decision now raises questions about the feasibility of the Men'’s
Asia Cup, a flagship tournament featuring India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Afghanistan, and Sri Lanka. The ACC, currently led by Pakistan’s Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi, who also serves as the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
chairman, now faces a significant challenge. The BCCI's absence from the
Men'’s Asia Cup could jeopardise the event, as India’s participation is critical
to its commercial success. Most sponsors of international cricket events hail
from India, and the high-profile India-Pakistan rivalry is a major draw for
broadcasters. An Asia Cup without India would likely result in a significant
shortfall, impacting all stakeholders.

This is not the first time India-Pakistan tensions have disrupted the
Asia Cup. In 2023, when Pakistan hosted the tournament, India refused to
travel across the border. The BCCI successfully negotiated for India’s
matches, including the final, to be played in Sri Lanka.
<><><> BIMAL/NET/1205



