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DEFENCE MINISTRY

Defence Ministry has said that Operation Sindoor marked a turning point in
India’s defence doctrine-demonstrating tri-services synergy, strategic depth, and
technological dominance. Operation Sindoor, which was initiated in the aftermath
of the Pahalgam terror attack, showcased a calibrated, tri-services response with
precision, professionalism, and purpose. Operation Sindoor was conceived as a
punitive and targeted campaign to dismantle the terror infrastructure across the
Line of Control and deeper inside Pakistan. In an age of multi-domain warfare,
India's national security architecture has demonstrated the strength of jointness
and strategic foresight. Multi-agency intelligence provided confirmation of nine
major camps that were eventually targeted in the operation. India’s retaliatory
action was based on meticulous planning and an intelligence-led approach, which
ensured that the operations were conducted with minimal collateral damage.
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SANJIO::RZ EP-I 18.05.2025
EVE. AMIT SHAH-AHMEDABAD

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that the Narendra Modi
government has brought unprecedented changes in the health sector



in the last 10 years through various schemes. Inaugurating the newly
constructed building of KK Patel and Madhuben K Patel Nursing College
at Gozaria in Mehsana district of Gujarat, Mr Shah said many poor
patients of the nearby villages will be benefited from the increased
facilities in this nursing college. He said that 60 crore citizens of the
country are taking advantage of the Ayushman Bharat scheme. During
the last 10 years, the number of AIIMS has increased from seven to 23.
Mr. Shah, who is on a two-day visit to Gujarat, is also scheduled to
attend several other events in Ahmedabad and Mehsana.

Earlier today, Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah
announced plans for a new policy aimed at the economic revival of Primary
Agriculture Credit Societies (PACS) that have been liquidated. Addressing the
Cooperatives Conference organized by the Gujarat State Co-operative Union at
Science City in Ahmedabad, Mr. Shah emphasized the government's commitment
to strengthening the cooperative infrastructure in the country by revitalizing
PACS. He also outlined the government’s ambitious goal of establishing a PACS in
every Panchayat across the country by 2029. Highlighting the government's
focus on the principle of Cooperation among Cooperatives, Mr. Shah said that
this initiative has led to an increase in cooperative deposits by 11 thousand crore
rupees. The event witnessed participation from over 4 thousand cooperative
leaders representing 800 cooperatives from the state.

<><><> APARNA KHUNT/ AHMEDABAD/ MAIL/ 1547 HRS.
SANJIO::RZ EP-I 18.05.2025
SONOWAL-MARITIME CELEBRATIONS

Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal
today said that Empowering women in maritime is not just a matter of equity,
but a strategic imperative to drive innovation, resilience, and growth in the
sector. He was speaking at the inauguration of International Day for Women in
Maritime celebrations in Mumbai today. Held under the theme “Women in
Maritime: Leading Transformation and Sustainability,” the event aims to
celebrate achievements, address challenges, and inspire greater participation of
women across all areas of the maritime domain.

<><><> C PRARTHNA/ MUMBAI/ MAIL/ 1632 HRS.

EAM-Netherlands VISIT:

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar will be on a six-day visit to
Netherlands, Denmark and Germany beginning today. Ministry of External Affairs
said that Dr. Jaishankar will meet the leadership of these three countries. He will
also hold discussions with his counterparts on the entire gamut of bilateral
relations and regional and global matters of mutual interest.



ISRO - COMMITTEE
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has formed a committee to
investigate the incident in which a PSLV rocket failed to place earth observation
satellite, EOS-09 into its intended orbit. ISRO Chairman V Narayanan said that
the committee held several rounds of discussions yesterday to identify the cause.
ISRO failed to place its earth observation satellite in orbit after Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C61) rocket developed a fault minutes after launch from
Sriharikota yesterday. Dr Narayanan said, the rocket is a four-stage vehicle. The
first two stages were completed successfully. Responding to a query, Dr
Narayanan said, ISRO will proceed with its upcoming launches. He said, the
space agency has planned one mission every month this year.
VISHNU DP-1 18.05.2025
REV DAY. RIJIJU - ALL PARTY DELEGATIONS

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has announced that seven All-
Party delegations will soon engage with key nations under Operation Sindoor,
reflecting India's collective resolve against terrorism. In a social media post, Mr.
Rijiju shared the list of MPs and delegations representing this united front. The
seven groups comprising 59 Members of Parliament will visit a total of
32 countries. Each delegation will have a retired diplomat also. More
from our correspondent:

(V/C-BHANU)

"The first group, led by BJP MP Baijayant Panda, will visit Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait and Algeria. This delegation will include
Veteran leader Ghulam Nabi Azad, BJP MP Nishikant Dubey and AIMIM
MP Asaduddin Owaisi. The second group, led by BJP MP Ravi Shankar
Prasad, will visit the UK, France, Germany, the EU, Italy, and Denmark.
The delegation includes, Congress MP Dr Amar Singh, Shiv Sena (UBT)
MP Priyanka Chaturvedi and former Union Minister M J Akbar. The third
delegration will be led by JDU MP Sanjay Kumar Jha which will visit

Indonesia, Malaysia, South Korea, Japan, and Singapore. This
delegation will include Yusuf Pathan of Trinamool Congress, John

Brittas of CPI(M) and Congress leader Salman Khurshid. The fourth
group, led by Shiv Sena MP Shrikant Eknath Shinde, will visit the UAE,

Liberia, Congo, and Sierra Leone. BJP's Bansuri Swaraj, BJD’s Sasmit
Patra, ITUML MP E T Mohammed Basheer and former Union Minister S S
Ahluwalia will also be a part of this delegation. The fifth delegation, led

by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor, will visit the US, Panama, Guyana,
Brazil, and Colombia. JMM MP Sarfaraz Ahmad, LIP MP Shambhavi,

TDP MP GM Harish Balayogi and Shiv Sena MP Murli Deora are part of




the delegation. The sixth delegation, led by DMK MP Kanimozhi
Karunanidhi, will visit Spain, Greece, Slovenia, Latvia, and Russia. It
includes National Conference MP Mian Altaf Ahmed, Samajawadi party
MP Rajeev Rai and RID MP Prem Chand Gupta. The seventh group will
be led by NCP (SCP) MP Supriya Sule, will visit Eqypt Qatar, Ethiopia,
and South Africa. This delegation will also include BJIP’s Rajiv Pratap
Rudy and Anuraqg Singh Thakur, former Union Minister V
Muraleedharan as well as Congress MP Manish Tewari. Bhanu Pratap
Singh Akashvani News Delhi."”

<><><> ANUPAM/SUPARNA/1329 HRS

SHUKLA MP-1 19.05.2025
REV. IMD WEATHER

India Meterological Department has forecast heavy to very heavy
rainfall in Kerala, Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra during next 5
days. Heavy to very heavy rainfall accompanied with thunderstorms and
lightning is also likely over Northeast India, Sub-Himalayan West Bengal
and Sikkim during next 5 to 6 days. Heat wave conditions are likely over
West Rajasthan from today till 22nd of this month. Hot and humid weather
is likely to prevail over Odisha today. The weatherman has forecast isolated
to scattered light to moderate rainfall with thunderstorm, lightning and
gusty winds over Jammu-Kashmir-Ladakh-Gilgit-Baltistan-Muzaffarabad,
and Himachal Pradesh today till tomorrow. Isolated to scattered light to
moderate rainfall is also likely over Uttarakhand till 24th May. Conditions
are favorable for further advance of southwest Monsoon over some more
parts of south Arabian Sea, Maldives and Comorin area, some more parts
of South Bay of Bengal and some more parts of central and northeast Bay
of Bengal during next 2 to 3 days.

CB/Suparna/0656

IMF - PAK

International Monetary Fund (IMF) has slapped 11 new conditions on Pakistan
for the release of the next tranche of its bailout programme and warned that
tensions with India could heighten risks to the scheme's fiscal, external, and
reform goals. As per a media report, the IMF slapped 11 more conditions on
Pakistan, taking the total conditions to 50. The new conditions imposed on



Pakistan include the parliamentary approval of a new 17.6 trillion rupee budget,
an increase in the debt servicing surcharge on electricity bills and lifting
restrictions on import of more than three-year-old used cars.

<><><>

SHUKLA MP-II 19.05.2025
TRUMP- RUSSIA UKRAINE TALKS
U.S. President Donald Trump will hold separate conversations today with
Russian President Vladimir Putin, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and
leaders of various NATO countries in an effort to end the war in Ukraine. In a
social media post, Mr. Trump said the talks will focus on stopping the ongoing
"bloodbath," which is claiming the lives of over 5,000 Russian and Ukrainian
soldiers each week. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov has confirmed that
preparations are underway for the telephone conversation between President
Putin and the US President. Meanwhile, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
met with senior US officials and European leaders in Rome yesterday. In a social
media post, Zelenskyy said the discussions covered sanctions against Russia,
bilateral trade, defense cooperation, and plans for an upcoming prisoner
exchange with Russia, an agreement reached during recent talks in Istanbul.
VISHNU/NET/0600
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IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Gujarat Titans defeated hosts Delhi Capitals by 10 wickets
at the Arun Jaitley Stadium last night. Chasing a target of 200 runs, Gujarat's
opening pair of Sai Sudharsan and skipper Shubman Gill remained unbeaten and
made a tough run-chase look easy, destroying Delhi's bowling attack. Today,
hosts Lucknow Super Giants will lock horns with Sunrisers Hyderabad at the
Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow. The
match will begin at 7:30 PM.



