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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has reaffirmed the goal of making
India a fully developed country by 2047. Drawing a comparison with the
freedom movement, he asserted that if past generations could drive out
colonial rulers in 20-35 years, today’s 140 crore citizens can realize the
dream of a developed India within the next 25 years. Addressing the
celebrations of 20 years of Gujarat Urban Growth Story in Gandhinagar,
Gujarat yesterday the Prime Minister highlighted India's significant
economic rise and expressed pride in the country surpassing global
competitors. On India becoming the fourth-largest economy, Mr. Modi
noted that overtaking a former colonial power marked a historic
achievement. He added that now the push to reach the third spot is
gaining momentum. He also reiterated India’s ambition to host the
Olympics in 2036, underscoring the country's readiness to take on global
leadership roles.

Highlighting the significance of Operation Sindoor, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said, it will extend beyond its original scope, symbolizing a
lifelong commitment to national progress. He said Operation Sindoor is not
merely a military initiative but a responsibility shared by every Indian
citizen. The Prime Minister urged citizens to assess their daily consumption,
identify foreign products, and replace them with locally made alternatives.
The Prime Minister stressed the necessity of economic self-reliance,
advocating for the One District, One Product strategy to enhance local
manufacturing and support indigenous industries. Encouraging national
pride, the Prime Minister urged citizens to take pride in Made in India
products and celebrate the country’s advancements.

Prime Minister Modi concluded two day visit to Gujarat, during which
he inaugurated and laid foundation stone of multiple development projects
worth over 82,000 crore rupees. He launched projects worth 5,536 crore
rupees at Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar yesterday. On Monday the
Prime Minister laid the foundation stone and inaugurated projects worth
over 77,000 crore rupees in Dahod and Bhuij.
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New Delhi's message of zero tolerance against terrorism is echoing
worldwide with India's multi party delegations holding back to back



interactions with world leaders, Parliamentarians, think tanks, media and
civil society in different countries to further unmask Pakistan's cross
border terrorism.

All-Party Indian delegation headed by Shiv Sena MP Shrikant Shinde
held a meeing with Prof. Berthold Ulungu who is an MP and President of
Committee of Foreign Affairs of National Assembly of Congo. During the
meeting, the delegation apprised him about terrorist attack in Pahalgam
and India’s measured, calibrated, and non-escalatory response. The
delegation also thanked President and Members of the Committee for
expressing solidarity with India in combating terrorism. In a special
gesture, Prof. Berthold Ulungu and the members also observed a moment
of silence for victims of Pahalgam terror attack with members of Indian All-
party delegation.

In South Africa, all-Party delegation led by NCP (SCP) Supriya Sule
was welcomed and received by High Commissioner Prabhat Kumar on its
arrival. The delegation carries india's message of zero tolerance for
terrorism and resolve to fight terrorism in all its forms and manifestation.

In Singapore, an all party Parliamentary delegation led by JD (U) MP
Sanjay Jha called on Edwin Tong, Minister for Law and Second Minister for
Home Affairs of that country. The delegation conveyed India’s resolve in
fighting terrorism in all its forms and discussed the new normal in India’s
policy against terrorism. Mr Tong conveyed that Singapore deeply values
its close friendship with India. He said, Singapore condemns all act of
terrorism and stands with India in fight against terrorism.

During its visit to France, the all party delegation led by BJP MP Ravi
Shankar Prasad met the members of Parliament in the French National
Assembly led by President of the India France Friendship group, Thierry
Tesson. Parliamentarians reaffirmed strong ties and voiced united support
for India’s fight against terrorism. An all party delegation led by Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor has reached Panama to convey India's strong message
of zero tolerance for terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.
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COMMERCE- FDI

India has received foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows worth
81.04 billion US dollars in the financial year 2024-25. It reflects a 14



percent increase from 71.28 billion US dollars in the financial year 2023-24.
Ministry of Commerce and Industry in a statement said that the services
sector emerged as the top recipient of FDI equity in 2024-25 by attracting
19 percent of total inflows. It was followed by computer software and
hardware at 16 percent and trading at 8 percent. FDI into the services
sector also rose by 40.77 percent to 9.35 billion US dollars from 6.64 billion
dollars in the previous year. The Ministry added that India is also becoming
a hub for manufacturing FDI, which grew by 18 percent in financial year
2024-25 and reached 19.04 billion dollars as compared to 16.12 billion
dollars in 2023-24.The Government has put in place an investor-friendly
FDI policy, under which most sectors are open for 100 per cent FDI
through the automatic route.

<><> Anand/2143HRS
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COAL IMPORTS

Coal imports in the country during financial year 2024-25 dropped by
7.9 percent as compared to the previous fiscal year. The Ministry of Coal,
in a statement said, Coal imports in the country totalled more than 243
million tonnes in financial year 2024-25 as compared to 264.53 million
tonnes in the previous fiscal year. The Ministry added that this reduction
has resulted in foreign exchange savings of approximately 7.93 billion
dollars. The Ministry further stated that although coal-based power
generation grew by 3.04 percent from fiscal year 2024-25 compared to the
previous fiscal year, imports for blending by thermal power plants sharply
decreased by 41.4 percent. It also said that various initiatives including
coal production and reduce imports have led to an encouraging five
percent growth in coal output during fiscal year 2024-25 as compared to its
previous fiscal year.

BHANU/2012 HRS
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REV. EVE PREZ -PADMA AWARDS

President Droupadi Murmu today conferred Padma Awards to

69 eminent personalities for the year 2025 at the second Civil Investiture

Ceremony held at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi. Of them three were

confered with Padma Vibhushan, 9 with Padma Bhushan and 57



personalities were confered with Padma Shri.

Former Chief Justice of India Jagdish Singh khehar and Kumudni
Rajnikant Lakhia have been honoured with Padma Vibhushan for
contribution in the field of Public affairs and Arts while renowned folk
singer Sharda Sinha was honoured with Padma Vibhushan
posthumously.Those who who have given Padma Bhushan include Jatin
goswami, Kailash Nath Dixit, Sadhvi Ritambhara  while renowned
economist Bibek Debroy was conferred with this prestigious award
Posthumously. Among those who were conferred Padma Shri include
Manda Krishna Madiga, Dr. Neerja Bhatla, Sant Ram Deswal, Syed Ainul
Hasan, Prashant Prakash and Nagendra Nath Roy, while, Hugh Gantzer
and posthumous Colleen Gantzer were honoured with Padma Shri
jointly.

Padma Awards - one of the highest civilian awards of the country,
are conferred in three categories - Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and
Padma Shri. The awards are given in various disciplines and fields of
activities including art, social work, public affairs, science and engineering,
trade and industry, medicine, literature and education, sports, and civil
service. On the occasion, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Ministers including Amit Shah, Dr S Jaishankar
and Pralhad Joshi and other dignitaries were present.

Akashvani News has talked to some of the Padma Awardees, who
shared their excitement over this prestigious award. Former Chief Justice of
India, Justice (Retd.) Jagdish Singh Khehar, who has been conferred with
Padma Vibhushan, said that it is a great honour for him.

( SB- Justice Retd Singh Khehar)

Padma Shri Awardee, Ajay Bhatt who has been conferred his great
contribution in the field of Science and Engineering said that he received
the award for his work on USB technology.

( S/B- Ajay Bhatt)

Dr Neerja Bhatla who has been honoured with Padma Shri said that

she received the award for her research work in preventing cervix cancer.
( Byte- Dr Neerja Bhatla )

Another Padma Shri awardee Sant Ram Deswal who has been
honoured for his contribution in the field of literature and education
expressed his gratitude to the government for recognising unsung heroes
for the country.

( Byte- Sant Ram Deswal)



Earlier, President Droupadi Murmu had conferred Padma Awards to
71 eminent personalities for the year 2025 at the first Civil Investiture
Ceremony held last month.
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REV. IMD MONSOON

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said that rainfall across
the country in this monsoon season is likely to be above normal this year.
The IMD stated that the monsoon has set in early this year and below
normal heat wave days are expected in parts of Northwest India, and
adjoining areas of Central and East India in the next month. Briefing media
in New Delhi today, Secretary of Earth Sciences Ministry, M Ravichandran
said, above-normal rainfall is not only expected in the Southern Peninsula
but also in Central India. He added that normal rainfall is expected in
Northwest India while below normal rainfall is expected in Northeast India.
(BYTE-
https://x.com/ians_india/status/1927352519409201620)
Further, IMD's Director General of Meteorology, Mrutyunjay Mohapatra,
said that rainfall between June and September is likely to exceed the
seasonal average. He added that the rainfall is going to be above normal in
the country with a quantitative probability of 106 percent during 5th of
June to 30th of September.

(BYTE- ttps://x.com/ians_india/status/1927348841159729451)

This optimistic monsoon forecast brings significant potential benefits. It is
expected to boost crop output, reduce pressure on irrigation systems, and
support rural livelihoods. It also raises hopes for improved water
availability.

<><>IANS/CB/BHANU/1946 HRS
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IPL CRICKET
In IPL T20 Cricket, Royal Challengers Bengaluru beat Lucknow Super



Giants by 6 wickets at the Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow tonight and
secured a top-two finish in the IPL 2025 points table. Chasing a target of
228 runs, Royal Challengers Bengaluru made 230 for four in 18.4 overs
with blistering knock of unbeaten 85 by lJitesh Sharma while Mayank
Agarawal scored valuable 41 runs. Virat Kohli also scored 54 runs. Jitesh's
superhuman effort ensured that RCB secure a Qualifier 1 berth. Virat Kohli
also hit a half-century and notched up three mega records during the
game.For Lucknow Super Giants (LSG), William ORourke scalped two
wickets while Akash Maharaj Singh and Avesh Khan took a wicket each.
Earlier, Royal Challengers Bengaluru won the toss and opted to field.
Batting first, Lucknow Super Giants made 227 runs for the loss of three
wickets in the stipulated twenty overs, with captain Rishabh Pant smashed
a sensational 118 off just 61 balls. Pant stitched a 152-run partnership with
Australian batter Mitchell Marsh (67). For Royal Challengers Bengaluru, N
Thushara, Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Romario Shepherd took a wicket each.
CRICBUZZ/0000HRS



