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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that Operation Sindoor is
India’s impregnable and strong response to terror being exported from
Pakistan and Pakistan Occupied Jammu & Kashmir, for the last several
decades now.

Addressing the troops at Army’s 15 Corps Badami Bagh Cantonment,
he commended Indian the armed forces for their valour, bravery and
meticulous work while executing Operation Sindoor.

[(null) - 1400- RAJNATH--OP SINDOOR/ AS CITIZEN - ]
The Defence Minister questioned the safety of nuclear weapons in



the hands of Pakistan. He said Pakistan's nuclear weapons should be taken
under the supervision of International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
GAURAV EP-I 15.5.25

JAISHANKAR-PAKISTAN

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar today ruled out any third
party mediation between India and Pakistan, reiterating that dealings with
Islamabad will be strictly bilateral. Talking to media on the sidelines of an
event in New Delhi, Dr Jaishankar said, India has made it clear that the
only thing which remains to be discussed with Pakistan is the vacating of
illegally occupied Indian territory in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

The External Affairs Minister stressed that this is a national consensus
for years, and there is absolutely no change in India's position. He
highlighted that Prime Minister Narendra Modi made it very clear that talks
with Pakistan will be only on terror. He added that Pakistan has a list of
terrorists that needs to be handed over, and they have to dismantle the
terrorist infrastructure.

(S/B JAISHANKAR)

On cessation of firing and military action between India and Pakistan,
Dr Jaishankar elaborated that New Delhi had sent a message to Islamabad
that only terrorist infrastructure is being taregted and asked the Pak
military not to interfere. However, he said, Pakistan chose to ignore the
advice. He added that it is clear who wanted cessation of firing after
Pakistan got badly hit on the morning of 10th May. The External Affairs
Minister pointed out that the satellite pictures show how much damage
India did and what little damage Pakistan did.

(S/B JAISHANKAR)

The External Affairs Minister stressed that the Indus Waters Treaty
will continue to be held in abeyance until cross-border terrorism by
Pakistan is credibly and irrevocably stopped.

(S/B JAISHANKAR)

On India-US Trade, Dr Jaishankar said negotiations have been going
on and any trade deal has to be mutually beneficial and work for both the
countries. He added that this is India's expectation from the trade deal and
until that is done, any judgment on it would be premature.

(S/B JAISHANKAR)
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GAURAV DP-I 15.05.2025
DAVID VANCE-SINDOOR

British political commentator and writer David Vance extended
strong support to Operation Sindoor, calling it long overdue and a
necessary move. In an interview with a news agency, He said that he
considers Pakistan of being a failed state, a terrorist state and a terrorist
incubator. Mr Vance also condemned the Western media for its biased
coverage of the Pahalgam terror attack. He further criticized media outlets
for referring to terrorists as gunmen and accused them of favouring
Pakistan.

<><>AMAN/1643
SWATI EP-1 15-05-2025
MSME-NATIONAL AWARD

The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) has
invited applications from MSMEs for the National Award 2024. In a
statement, The MSME said that Interested enterprises can apply in
different categories for the awards till 20th of this month. At present there
is a provision of 35 Nos. of National Awards to MSMEs. It said that the
government recognizes the contributions of MSME entrepreneurs for their
outstanding performance and encourages them by conferring awards at
the National Level. The statement further added that there is special
provision of Awards to MSMEs led by Women Entrepreneurs, SC/ST
Entrepreneurs and Entrepreneurs from the North Eastern Region.

The Applications are invited through National Award portal and
Rashtriya Puraskar Portal of Ministry of Home Affairs.

<><>AMAN/1752



GAURAV::ABHISHEK EP-1 15.05.2025

MISS WORLD-TELANGANA

Miss World contestants were left mesmerized by the vibrant culture
and women empowerment initiatives in Telangana during their visit to the
historic Ramappa Temple in Warangal.

The 50 contestants were welcomed with the traditional Bathukamma
festival, accompanied by folk dances and music. The intricate carvings and
spiritual atmosphere of the Ramappa Temple, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site which is located in Mulugu district, deeply impressed the visitors. Many
participated in temple rituals, performed Abhishekam to Lord Shiva, and
received blessings from the temple priests. Contestants from countries
including the USA, Canada, Panama, and Argentina shared their moving
experiences with Akashvani News, praising Telangana’s cultural depth and
warm hospitality.

(SOUNDBYTES-MISS USA, MISS CANADA, MISS PANAMA AND
MISS ARGENTINA)
M S LAKSHMI/HYDERABAD/MAIL/1744 HRS

GAURAV::ABHISHEK EP-1I 15.05.2025

ADD EVE KHELO INDIA BIHAR

At the Khelo India Youth Games, Maharashtra has once again
secured the top position, finishing with an impressive haul of 158 medals.

Talking to Akashvani News, Maharashtra's Chef de Mission for the
games, Mahadev Kashgavade, attributed the state’s continued success to
strong government support and a proactive approach to promoting sports.

(BYTE: MAHADEV KASHGAVADE)

Meanwhile, host state Bihar emerged as one of the biggest gainers,
significantly improving its performance by increasing its medal tally from
single digits in previous editions to 36 this year. Director General of Bihar
State Sports Authority Ravindran Shankaran said the state has made
notable progress, particularly in athletics.

(BYTE: RAVINDRAN SHANKARAN)
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GAURVA EP-11 15.05.2025
RUSSIA-UKRAINE TALKS

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio today said that the conflict
between Russia and Ukraine cannot be solved militarily. The top US
diplomat was talking to media after arriving at Antalya in Tirkiye for an
informal meeting of NATO foreign ministers. He said, the war between
Russia and Ukraine is going to end not through a military solution, but
through a diplomatic one. Mr Rubio further stated that the US hopes that
progress will soon be made in the negotiation process, noting the situation
around the settlement of the Ukrainian conflict remains complicated. The
statement comes as Delegations from Russia and Ukraine are set hold
direct peace talks in Turkiye's city Istanbul Ilater in the day.

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky has reached Turkiye for
potential negotiations with Russia. Speaking to journalists at the Ankara
airport upon arrival, President Zelensky said that the Ukrainian delegation
is of the highest level, including Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha,
representatives of the military and the Presidential Office, and heads of all
intelligence agencies.

Meanwhile, Russian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Maria Zakharova
said that the Russian delegation has reached Istanbul for talks with Ukraine
and is ready for serious work. She added the Russian President proposed
restarting those direct talks without delay or any preliminary conditions.
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