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MORN. RUSSIA - UKRAINE TALKS

Russia has announced that President Vladimir Putin will not attend the
direct peace talks between Russia and Ukraine, scheduled to take place
today in Istanbul, Tirkiye. Instead, the Kremlin has confirmed that
Presidential Aide Vladimir Medinsky will lead the Russian delegation. Other
members of the delegation include Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Galuzin,
General Staff Director Igor Kostyukov, and Deputy Defense Minister
Alexander Fomin. Earlier, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky had
expressed his willingness to meet Mr. Putin in person if the Russian leader
agreed, stating that he would do everything possible to make such a face-
to-face meeting happen.

CCPA - PAK FLAG

Central Consumer Protection Authority has issued notices to Amazon India,
Flipkart, Ubuy India, Etsy, the Flag Company and the Flag Corporation over



the sale of Pakistani flags and related merchandise. In a social media post,
Union Consumer Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi said, such insensitivity will
not be tolerated. He said, E-commerce platforms have been directed to
immediately remove all such content and adhere to National laws.

Jyotiraditya Scindia

Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia today highlighted the Northeast’s
growth journey at the curtain-raiser for the Rising Northeast Investors
Summit, set for May 23-24 at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi. Scindia said
the summit will spotlight investment opportunities across eight
northeastern states, featuring six thematic sessions on tourism, healthcare,
trade, sports, agri-value chains, and entrepreneurship. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will chair the inaugural session, while Home Minister Amit
Shah will lead the valedictory session. MoUs and Letters of Intent will be
exchanged during the event, Scindia said, calling it a milestone in realizing
the region’s potential.

Jawaharlal Nehru University

Jawaharlal Nehru University in Delhi has suspended a memorandum of
understanding with Turkey's Inonu University. In a social media post, JNU
said that the decision was taken in view of national security considerations.
Under the MoU, there were plans for faculty and student exchange
programmes, among other initiatives.

Operation Sindoor

Operation Sindoor marked a turning point in India’s response to cross-
border terrorism, showcasing a shift toward assertive military strategy.
International analyst Tom Cooper called the air campaign a "clear-cut



victory," noting Pakistan’s lack of credible retaliation and eventual request
for a ceasefire after heavy losses.

Khelo India

The New Delhi's part of Khelo India Youth Games concluded today with the
finals of Gymnastics held at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium. This year,
New Delhi hosted the Shooting, Cycling, and Gymnastics events, while the
remaining competitions took place in Bihar. On the final day of the
gymnastics events, Harschit D from Uttar Pradesh and Telangana's Nishika
Aggarwal stood out as top performers.

Chhattisgarh operation

Thirty one Maoists, including 16 female Maoists, have been killed in anti-
Maoist operation in Chhattisgarh. In a press conference held in Bijapur
yesterday, Central Reserve Police Force-CRPF Director General Gyanendra
Pratap Singh, Chhattisgarh Director General of Police Arun Dev Gautam
and Bijapur Superintendent of Police Jitendra Kumar Yadav said that the
operation lasted for about twenty one days on Karregutta hill situated on
the Telangana border in Bijapur district of the state.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has stated that the success of the
security forces shows that the campaign towards rooting out Naxalism is
moving in the right direction. Sharing Union Home Minister Amit Shah's
social media post, Mr Modi said, Government is fully committed to
establishing peace in the Naxal-affected areas and connecting them with
the mainstream of development.

In a social media post, Union Home Minister Amit Shah termed this
operation as a historic success in the resolve to make India Naxal-free by
31st March next year.
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ISRAEL-GAZA

At least 70 people were reportedly killed in Israeli airstrikes in
northern and southern Gaza today. The strikes come a day after Israel
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said he will not halt Israel’s offensive
in the Palestinian territory before armed group Hamas is defeated.
According to hospitals and Gaza’s Health Ministry, at least 50 people were
killed in strikes around Jabaliya in northern Gaza alone. Hamas had
released an Israeli-American hostage on Monday. Israel’s military has
warned Jabaliya residents to evacuate yesterday, citing militant
infrastructure in the area, including rocket launchers.

The war began when Hamas-led terrorists killed 1,200 people in a
2023 intrusion into southern Israel. <><><>
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INDIA UN TERROR

An Indian technical team is in New York and they are interacting
today with the Monitoring Team of the 1267 Sanctions Committee and
other partner countries in the UN. Sources said, they will also meet UN
office of Counter terrorism and Counter Terrorism Committee Executive
Directorate.
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Ashwini Vaishnaw

The government has approved a semiconductor unit to be set up near
Jewar airport in Uttar Pradesh. Briefing media in New Delhi yesterday,
Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said, the unit is to
be set up under the India Semiconductor Mission with the joint venture of
HCL and Foxconn. He said, the plant is designed for 20 thousand wafers
per month and the design output capacity is 36 million units per month.
[S/B-ASHWINI VAISHNAW - INVESTMENT -23 SECS]

The Minister said, five semiconductor units are already in advanced
stages of construction and with this sixth unit, India moves forward in its
journey to develop the strategically vital semiconductor industry. He said,
students and entrepreneurs in 270 academic institutions and 70 startups
are working on world class latest design technologies for developing new
products.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that the Cabinet decision
regarding the establishment of a semiconductor unit in Uttar Pradesh will
boost growth and innovation.



