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Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has highlighted the continued efforts
by the Government of India for the Indian diaspora to ensure Indian growth story is
appreciated and is taken forward through closer engagements. The Finance Minister
stated this while addressing the Indian Community in Vienna, Austria yesterday. She also
appreciated the strong role of the Indian diaspora in Austria and emphasised on the
significant role of Indian entrepreneurs in growth story of their country. She also
underscored the potential of collaboration between Indian and Austrian businesses in



new areas like Startups, FinTech, GreenTechnology and eco-friendly urban mobility.

During her visit, the Finance Minister also met Minister for European Affairs and
Internationalisation, Beate Meinl-Reisinger in Vienna. Ministry of Finance in a social
media post said that during the meeting, both the Ministers discussed recent
developments in India-Austria bilateral relations and underscored commitment to a
deeper India-Austria and India-EU relations. They also explored avenues to deepen
cooperation in sectors such as start-ups, FinTech, innovation, Artificial Intelligence,
infrastructure, green technology, Renewable Energy, eco-friendly urban management
solutions, among others. The Ministers also discussed global developments of mutual
interest.
<><><> Anand/ Rahisuddien/1141 HRS
VISHNU : SAPNA DP-I 12.04.2025
REV. J&K - ENCOUNTER

In Jammu and Kashmir, three terrorists have been killed in an ongoing encounter in
Chhatroo forest area of Kishtwar district. A huge cache of arms and ammunition have
also been recovered from the spot. The gunfight broke out on Wednesday after security
forces observed suspicious movement of terrorists in forests of Chhatroo area of the
district. After initial contact, the terrorists managed to escape. However, a fresh contact
with the terrorists was established yesterday morning resulting into heavy exchange of
firing. The security agencies have expanded the scope of surveillance to the Bhaderwah
area of Doda district to keep a track on terrorists potentially moving between different
locations in the hilly districts of the Jammu region. The operation in the area is still
underway.

<><><> N. GULSHAN RAINA/JAMMU/1126 HRS
<><><>
PIYUSH GOYAL

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has emphasized that national interest
cannot be compromised just to meet trade agreement deadlines. The Minister said, trade agreements
should be win-win for both sides. Mr Goyal was speaking at the 9th Global Technology Summit in New
Delhi yesterday, where he highlighted the opportunities that lie ahead for India in reshaping global
trade, especially with trusted partners such as the United States.

Speaking on Free Trade agreements, the Minister stated that while timelines are aspirational,
national interest cannot be compromised to meet trade agreement deadlines, asserting that it must be
equitable, fair, and mutually beneficial.
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FUR. REV. EVE. PM-MP VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the resolve to uplift the poor and the
deprived, the mantra of 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas', and the spirit of service are the
guiding principles of the government today. Mr. Modi was addressing devotees at Shri
Anandpur Dham in Isagarh, Ashoknagar, Madhya Pradesh today.

Referring to the government’s welfare schemes, Mr. Modi said that various initiatives
such as the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana, Ayushman Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, and Jal Jeevan Mission are being implemented to make the lives of the poor



and underprivileged sections of society easier. He stated that the spirit of service is at the
core of the government'’s functioning, and that the government is working for all sections
of society. He also mentioned the launch of a campaign called ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' to
promote environmental protection. Mr. Modi added that amid the material progress in the
world, we are facing various challenges related to war, conflict, and human values. He
said that the world is now searching for answers to these challenges, and the solution lies
in the philosophy of Advaita. Earlier, the Prime Minister visited temples of the Paramhans
Advaita sect, met with prominent spiritual leaders, and participated in a satsang program.
Several dignitaries, including Dr. Mohan Yadav, Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Union
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia, and State BJP President VD Sharma, were present at the
event.<><><><>

SANJEEV SHARMA/ BHOPAL/ MAIL/ 1811 HRS.
‘GLOBAL TARIFF AND TRADE HELPDESK'

The Centre has operationalised a dedicated ‘Global Tariff and Trade Helpdesk’ to assist
stakeholders in navigating emerging trade issues. The Commerce and Industry Ministry in a statement
said that the Helpdesk will look into issues relating to Import and Export Challenges, Import Surges or
Dumping, Logistics or Supply Chain Challenges, Financial or Banking issues and Regulatory or
Compliance Issues among others.

DR S JAISHANKAR

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has appreciated the counter-terrorism cooperation
between India and the United States. Replying to US Secretary of State Marco Rubio post on social
media on extradition of Tahawwur Hussain Rana, the key conspirator in the deadly 26/11 Mumbai terror
attacks, Dr Jaishankar said, this is indeed a big step in ensuring justice for the victims of the attacks. Mr
Rubio in his post said, US extradited Tahawwur Rana to India to face charges for his role in planning the
horrific 2008 Mumbai terrorist attacks. He said, together, with India, US has long sought justice for the
166 people, including six Americans, who lost their lives in these attacks.

HANUMAN JAYANTI

Hanuman Jayanti is being celebrated today in different parts of the country with religious fervor. The
day commemorates the birth of Lord Hanuman. In the national capital, devotees are thronging the
Hanuman temples since early morning to offer prayers. Heavy rush of people is being seen at the
'Pracheen Hanuman Temple' at Connaught Place in New Delhi. 'Hanuman Chalisa', 'Sundar Kand 'and
'‘Akhand Ramayan' are being recited at the temples on the occasion. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
extended wishes to countrymen on Hanuman Jayanti. In a social media post, the Prime Minister said
that with the blessings of Sankatmochan lord Hanuman, may all people remain healthy, happy and
prosperous in life.

CHHATRAPATI SHIVAJI MAHARA]

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will visit the historic Raigad fort in Maharashtra this morning to
pay homage to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj on the occasion of the warrior king's 345th death
anniversary. Mr. Shah arrived in Pune last night. The Union Minister will attend the 75th anniversary
celebrations of the Gujarati publication in Mumbai in the evening.

IPL

In the Indian Premier League (IPL) T20 Cricket, Lucknow Super Giants will host Gujarat Titans in
Lucknow from 3:30 PM. While in the second clash of the day, Punjab Kings will face home team
Sunrisers Hyderabad in Hyderabad. The match will begin at 07:30 PM.



Earlier, Kolkata Knight Riders defeated Hosts Chennai Super Kings by eight wickets at their home
ground MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai last night.



