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SWATI MP-11 05.04.2025

PM-SRI LANKA VISIT
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold wide-ranging talks with Sri



Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake in Colombo today to
strengthen bilateral ties, especially in the areas of energy, trade,
connectivity, digitalisation and defence. Mr Modi arrived in the Sri Lankan
capital last evening for a three-day state visit to the Island Nation. Prime
Minister Modi landed in Colombo to a rousing welcome as top ministers
from President Dissanayake’s cabinet, received him at the Bandaranaike
International Airport. Mr Modi is the first foreign Head of the Government
to visit Sri Lanka since President Dissanayake assumed office in September
last year. He is scheduled to receive a ceremonial welcome in a short while
from now.

(V/C-AHMED MUYEEN)

All focus turned to Colombo yesterday as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi arrived in Sri Lanka for his fourth visit to the island

nation. He received a warm welcome from the Indian diaspora

before witnessing a series of cultural performances highlighting
the shared artistic and musical heritage of both countries.

(Ramayana Music)

Speaking to Akashvani, Director of Swami Vivekananda
Cultural centre, Prof. Ankuran Dutta described the cultural
exhibits that were witnessed by the Prime Minister.
(S/B-ANKURAN DUTTA BYTE)

With Sri Lanka being integral to India’s "Neighbourhood

First” policy, the visit will focus on strengthening defence ties and
enhancing cooperation in enerqy, trade, and connectivity with the

Indian neighbour.
(S/B-SANTOSH JHA - HC)

Mr. Modi is set to hold bilateral talks with Sri Lankan
President Anura Kumara Disanayaka, following which several
India-backed initiatives will be announced in various sectors.
Apart from witnessing the signing and exchange of agreements,
the two leaders will also participate in the virtual groundbreaking
ceremony of Sampur Solar Power Project. Prime Minister Modi will
pay his respects at the IPKF monument to the fallen heroes of the
Indian Peace keeping forces. Ahmed Muyeen Faroogqi, Colombo.

Prime Minister Modi arrived in Sri Lanka after concluding his two-day
visit to Thailand where he attended a summit of the BIMSTEC (Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) in
Bangkok. <><><>




AHMED MUYEEN FAROOQI/COLOMBO/MAIL/0410 HRS

S N DAS::KR NP-II 04.04.2025
INDIA NEPAL-BIMSTEC SUMMIT

Prime Minister of Nepal K P Sharma Oli has stated that he had a
warm and heartfelt meeting with his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi.
The two leaders held a meeting today in Bangkok on the sidelines of the
Sixth Summit of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation. On social media platform X, Nepal PM Mr Oli
mentioned that the discussions were highly meaningful and constructive.
This dialogue will be vital for making new partnerships to advance bilateral
ties and regional cooperation. Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that India
attaches immense priority to relations with Nepal. Different aspects of the
India-Nepal friendship were discussed, especially in sectors like energy,
connectivity, culture and digital technology. They also talked about some of
the key positive outcomes from this year’s BIMSTEC Summit, especially in
areas of disaster management and maritime transport. According to
sources, they held a one-to-one talk that lasted for around 45 minutes.
<><>SWETA SINGH/KATHMANDU/MAIL/0220 HRS

SWATI::ANJALI MP-1 05.04.2025
SHAH-CHHATTISGARH

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will attend the closing ceremony of
Bastar Pandum festival in Dantewada district of Bastar Division in
Chhattisgarh today. Mr Shah reached Raipur last evening on a two-day visit
to Chhattisgarh. Mr. Shah will also chair a review meeting in Raipur today
on the Anti-Naxal operations.

[V/C - Vikalp Shukla]

Union Home Minister Amit _Shah will attend the closing
ceremony of Bastar Pandum in Dantewada today. Bastar Pandum
I.e. Bastar Utsav is being organized to revive the rich tribal art and
culture of Bastar and bring it in front of the country and abroad.

Under this three-day program, competitions were organized in

seven disciplines including tribal dance, folk song, tribal drama,
musical_instruments, costumes, jewelry, crafts and cuisine. The

divisional level competitions started on April 3 under Bastar
Pandum will conclude today.The Union Home Minister will visit

the Temple of Maa Danteshwari in Dantewada. Besides, He will




review the antij-Naxal operations as well as discuss the future

Strateqy by holding a departmental review meeting in Raipur this
evening. Vikalp Shukla, Akashvani News, Raipur.

VIKALP/RAIPUR/MAIL/0618
SWATI MP-1 05.04.25

GOYAL-STARTUP MAHAKUMBH

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has emphasized that
India is set to emerge as a global leader in innovation and technology-
driven growth. Speaking at the second edition of Startup Mahakumbh at
Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi yesterday, Mr. Goyal highlighted that the
country is making significant strides into the world of innovation and will
soon make a strong impact on the global stage. He noted that young India
is eager and ready to capture the world. Mr. Goyal also praised the Startup
Mahakumbh event, noting the world-class work on display, including
technologies focused on energy efficiency, powering electronics, and
defense equipment created by young startups. The Startup Mahakumbh
features over 3 thousand startups, more than a thousand investors and
incubators, and around ten thousand delegates from over 50 countries.
<><><>ADARSH/0524 HRS

SWATI MP-1 05.04.2025

VAISHNAW-TN VISIT

Union Minister for Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw will be on a two-day
visit to Tamil Nadu beginning today. During his visit, Mr. Vaishnaw will visit
Rameswaram to oversee the final preparations for the inauguration of the
modernized Pamban Rail Bridge. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to
visit the state tomorrow to inaugurate the new Pamban Rail Bridge, India’s
first vertical lift sea bridge. The Prime Minister will also flag off a train and
a ship from the road bridge and observe the operation of the bridge.

Union Minister Vaishnaw will board the train that Prime Minister Modi
will flag off. He will be accompanied by Union Minister of State for
Information and Broadcasting, Dr. L. Murugan, for the event.
<><><>CB/JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/0423 HRS
SWATI MP-1 05.04.25
OM BIRLA - IPU TASHKENT

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla will be leading a Parliamentary



Delegation to 150th Assembly of Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), set to
begin at Tashkent in Uzbekistan from today. Mr Birla will address the
Assembly during the High Level Segment of General Debate on the theme
Parliamentary Action for Social Development and Justice. The Delegation
comprises Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha Harivansh and MPs including
Bhartruhari Mahtab, Anurag Singh Thakur, Dr. Sasmit Patra, Ashok Kumar
Mittal, Kiran Choudhry and Lata Wankhede. The Members of the Indian
Parliamentary Delegation will also participate in the meetings of various
IPU bodies including the Governing Council, Executive Committee, Standing
Committees, and various thematic panel discussions. During his visit, Mr
Birla will also interact with members of Indian Community and Indian
students in Uzbekistan.

<><><>CB/DIPENDRA/0530

S N DAS::KR NP-II 04.04.2025
NEPAL-EARTHQUAKE

In Nepal, two moderate earthquakes of magnitude 5.0 struck in quick
succession last evening. The epicentres were in and around Paink of
Kushe, a rural municipality in Jajarkot. Light tremors were also felt across
parts of Northern India. There have been no immediate reports of
casualties or damage. Nepal’s National Earthquake Monitoring and
Research Centre confirmed that the first tremor of magnitude 5.2 was
recorded at 8:07 pm and the second tremor of magnitude 5.5 followed it at
8:10 pm.

Earlier in November 2023, a 6.4 magnitude earthquake struck
Jajarkot District. The epicentre was located in Ramidanda in Jajarkot
district which claimed the lives of 154 people in Jajarkot and Rukum West
district, injured 366 people and adversely affected more than 75000
houses.
<><><>SWETA SINGH/KATHMANDU/MAIL/0210 HRS

S N DAS::KR NP-I 04.04.2025
NIA ARRESTED

In Kerala, National Investigation Agency (NIA) has arrested Shamnad
Illikkal, the main assailant involved in the murder of RSS leader K S
Sreenivasan at Palakkad in April 2022. The murder was orchestrated by the
banned Popular Front of India. A resident of Manjeri in Malappuram
district, Shamnad was on the run for the past three years and was living
under a fictitious name. He was nabbed from Kochi by the NIA's Absconder



Tracking Team and was carrying a reward of seven lakh rupees for
information leading to his arrest. The NIA has chargesheeted 63 accused in
connection with the case so far.

<><><>RAJ MOHAN/KOCHI/MAIL/0153 HRS

SWATI MP-II 05.04.2025
MORN IPL CRICKET

In IPL T20 Cricket, Hosts Lucknow Super Giants defeated Mumbai
Indians by 12 runs at Ekana Cricket Stadium last night. Put into bat,
Lucknow Super Giants posted 203 runs for the loss of eight wickets in
stipulated 20 overs, riding on half-centuries from openers Mitchell Marsh
and Aiden Markram. Mitchell Marsh scored 60 off 31 balls and Aiden
Markram made 53 runs off 38 balls. Skipper Hardik Pandya picked up 5
wickets for Mumbai.

In reply, Mumbai Indians were restricted to 191 for 5 in stipulated 20
overs despite Suryakumar Yadav scoring 67 runs off 43 balls. Digvesh
Singh Rathi picked up 1 wicket for Lucknow. Shardul Thakur, Akash Deep,
Avesh Khan and Digvesh Rathi took a wicket each for Lucknow. Digvesh
was adjudged player of the match.

Former Mumbai Indian skipper Rohit Sharma sat out of the contest
after being hit on the knee during nets.

Today, Chennai Super Kings will take on Delhi Capitals at 3.30 pm in
Chennai while Rajasthan Royals will face Punjab Kings at 7.30 pm in
Chandigarh.

<><><>CB/NET/0447 HRS



