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16-04-25

MORN. JAISHANKAR NORTH EAST

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has said, the northeast
region is at the heart of many key Indian policies like Neighbourhood First,
Act East or the BIMSTEC and asserted that the region's relevance will grow
with time. He was addressing a meeting of ambassadors for the upcoming
North East Investors Summit 2025, organised by the Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region (DONER) yesterday. Dr Jaishankar
urged foreign envoys to explore the region and promote its attributes to
their governments and industries.
Dr Jaishankar said northeast shares borders with five neighbouring
countries, serving as a bridge between the Indian subcontinent and
ASEAN. He noted, many recent initiatives involving India's immediate
neighbours emanate from this region and highlighted importance of
projects like the Trilateral Highway and the Kaladan project.
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INDIA US TRADE

The government said that India's trade with the United States is
expected to grow and reach 500 billion dollars by 2030. Briefing the media
in New Delhi, Commerce and Industry Secretary Sunil Barthwal said, in
view of the current tariffs imposed by the US, there are both concerns and
opportunities for India. He however said, India has taken a path of trade
liberalisation and is pursuing a bilateral trade agreement with the United
States. He added that this path will open many opportunities for both
countries. The Secretary also informed that both sides have broadly come
to an understanding on the next steps towards a mutually beneficial, multi-
sector Bilateral Trade Agreement, with the goal of finalising its first tranche
by fall 2025. The Secretary added that both countries will hold discussions
on the Bilateral Trade Agreement this week. The two countries will also
sign the terms of reference for the first part of the bilateral trade deal.

CB/0542

TRIPTI MP-I1 16.04.2025
MORN. IPL

In the IPL cricket, Punjab Kings defeated Kolkata Knight Riders by 16
runs at the Maharaja Yadavindra Singh International Cricket Stadium in
Chandigarh last night. Chasing a target of 112 runs set by Punjab, Kolkata
were bowled out for 95 in 15.1 overs. This was the lowest total ever
defended in IPL history and the lowest team total of IPL 2025 so far.

For Punjab Kings, Yuzvendra Chahal was the standout performer,
claiming 4 wickets. He was adjudged Player of the Match.

Earlier, after opting to bat first, Punjab Kings were all out for 111 in
15.3 overs. Prabhsimran Singh was the top scorer for the visitors with 30
runs.

Today, Delhi Capitals will face Rajasthan Royals at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium in New Delhi. The match is scheduled to begin at 7:30 PM IST.

<><><>MANIK/CB/0424
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WATERWAYS-CARGO TRAFFIC



Country's National Waterways reached a record high of 145.5 million
tonnes during the Financial Year 2024-25. The Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways said this in a statement yesterday, It said, Cargo traffic on
National Waterways has recorded a compound annual growth rate of 20.86
per cent in the last fiscal. The Ministry said, in Financial Year 2025, traffic
movement registered a year-on-year growth of 9.34 per cent compared to
the previous financial year. Five key commodities like coal, iron ore, iron
ore fines, sand and fly ash constituted over 68 per cent of total cargo
moved on National Waterways.
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CPI- MARCH

India's retail inflation eased to 3.34 per cent in the last month driven
by significant easing in food prices. The Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation said, it is the lowest year-on-year inflation in
nearly six years, after August, 2019. Inflation in rural areas stood at 3.25
percent and in urban regions it was 3.43 percent.

The food inflation rate for the last month, based on the All India
Consumer Food Price Index, is provisionally reported at 2.69 percent, down
from 3.75 percent recorded in February. It was lowest after November,
2021.

According to the Ministry, decline in headline inflation and food
inflation during the month of March is mainly attributed to decline in
inflation of Vegetables, Eggs, Pulses and products, Meat and fish, Cereals
and Milk products.

<><><> CB/AYUSHI/MM/ 0626
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CONG - BJP NATIONAL HERALD

The Congress has reacted to the Enforcement Directorate's
chargesheet against Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi in the National Herald
money laundering case, alleging that the agency's move is nothing but



politics of vendetta. In a social media post, party General Secretary Jairam
Ramesh criticized the move. Reacting to it, the BJP hit out at the opposition
party for calling the ED's action "vendetta politics." Speaking to Akashvani
News, party spokesperson Nalin Kohli said that merely labeling it vendetta
politics does not negate the core issue that is under investigation.
(BYTE : NALIN KOHLI)
<><>ANUPAM/2042
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INDIANS KILLED IN DUBAI

Two men from Telangana working at Modern Bakery in Dubai were
brutally murdered by a coworker from Pakistan, reportedly over a
communal altercation. Two others were critically injured in the incident.
They are currently undergoing treatment. Their condition is said to be
critical but stable.The attack took place on April 11, sparking concern and
fear among the Indian community in Dubai. The victims were identified as
Ashtapu Prem Sagar from Soan mandal in Nirmal district and Srinivas from
Nizamabad district. According to an eyewitness who survived with injuries,
a Pakistan national launched a violent attack during work hours. He
stabbed Prem Sagar in the heart and beheaded another person. After the
attack, he shouted religious slogans.

Meanwhile, in a social media post, Union Minister of State for Home
Affairs Bandi Sanjay said, he is deeply saddened by the tragic killing of Shri
Ashtapu Prem Sagar and Shri Srinivas. Spoke to Ministry of External Affairs
officials today and MHA office remains in constant touch with them, he
added. The minister has assured full support as the families await the
return of their mortal remains. Through the Indian Consulate, Dubai Police
have been urged to expedite the process.<>
PTI/NET/0049 HRS



