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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has departed for his two-day official visit to
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Earlier in his departure statement, Prime
Minister Modi said that India deeply values its long and historic ties with
Saudi Arabia that have acquired strategic depth and momentum in recent
years.

Prime Minister Modi hailed the “limitless potential” of India-Saudi
Arabia ties, calling the Kingdom a “trusted friend and strategic ally.” In an
interview with Arab News, he highlighted the deepening of bilateral
relations since the launch of the Strategic Partnership Council in 2019, and
praised Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s leadership and Vision 2030
reforms. PM Modi noted strong trade growth despite global challenges,
with key focus areas including energy, agriculture, fertilizers, green
hydrogen, and technology. He also underscored increasing defense
cooperation, joint military exercises, and the strategic importance of the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor. Congratulating the Kingdom
on securing World Expo 2030 and FIFA World Cup 2034, Modi emphasized
that the visit reflects India’s commitment to strengthening ties with Saudi
Arabia.

<><><>
Government of India has declared three-day State Mourning as a mark of
respect to Supreme Pontiff of the Holy See Pope Francis who passed away
yesterday. Two days’ State Mourning will be observed today and tomorrow.
One day’s State Mourning will be observed on the day of the funeral.
During the period of the State Mourning, the National Flag will be flown at
Half Mast throughout India on all buildings where the National Flag is flown
regularly and there will be no official entertainment.

<><><>

Today is Earth Day. The day is celebrated worldwide to demonstrate
support for environmental protection. The first Earth Day celebrations were
held in 1970 after the day was suggested at the UNESCO summit in 1969.
The theme for this year is "Our Power, Our Planet".
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Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said India’s journey
to become a ‘Viksit Bharat’ by 2047 is not merely an aspiration but a
shared national mission. She said the Vikshit Bharat mission is powered by
a vision for inclusive, sustainable, and innovation-led growth.

During her address at Stanford University in the US today, the
Finance Minister said that India has risen from the world’s tenth-largest
economy to the fifth-largest. She mentioned that it is a clear sign of India's
growing strength and global relevance.

The Union Minister said that some of the works done in India stand
out, and one such example is that of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) and
its success. As the Indian government launches several measures to
enhance women's safety, health and financial independence, Finance
Minister said that India is changing, and so are Indian women. She said
maternity leaves for working women have been increased to six months on
the insistence of Prime Minister Narendra Mod..

NEELAM/IANS/1052
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SHAH - CONCLAVE

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will inaugurate the ‘Save Earth
Conclave’ at NASC Complex in New Delhi today to explore the potential of
bamboo to mitigate climate change and drive economic growth. Union
Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari and Environment
Minister Bhupendra Yadav are also scheduled to address separate sessions
at the day-long conclave. Nearly 12 hundred delegates from across the
country are expected to attend the event. During the conclave, 15 pioneers
who have led transformative change in climate action and green innovation
will be honored with the India Sustainability Awards 2025.

<><><> PRIYA/0736 HRS
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The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heat wave
conditions over Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Vidarbha, Odisha and Chhattisgarh during the next 2 days. According to
the met department, Bihar, Jharkhand, Konkan, Goa, Marathwada, Gujarat,
Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, and Rayalaseema are very
likely to witness hot and humid weather conditions today.

IMD also predicted heavy to very heavy rainfall at isolated places
over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, and Meghalaya today. Parts of Odisha,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam,
Rayalaseema, and Interior Karnataka are very likely to experience
thunderstorms accompanied by lightning and gusty winds during the next
2-3 days.

<><><> PRIYA/0643 HRS
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JPC - ONE NATION ONE ELECTION

The meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on One Nation One
Election is currently underway at Parliament House. The 39 member
committee comprises 27 Members from Lok Sabha and 12 Members from
Rajya Sabha. In its first session, the committee is scheduled to interact
with Justice Hemant Gupta, former judge of the Supreme Court and Dr B S
Chauhan, retired Supreme court Judge and Chairman of 21st Law
Commission of India.

Talking to the media in New Delhi, JPC Chairperson on One Nation
One Election, P P Chaudhary said that the One Nation One Election is in
the national interest as it would benefit the economy. He said that
frequent elections cause inconveniences to the education system, affecting
students and teachers, and also require extensive deployment of
paramilitary forces, Election Commission personnel and logistical
arrangements.

(Byte - P P Chaudhary)

https://x.com/PTI_News/status/1914540412129485148
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IPL T20 CRICKET

In IPL T20 Cricket, Gujarat Titans defeated Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) by 39 runs at Eden Gardens in Kolkata last night. Chasing a target of
199, KKR managed to score only 159 for 8 in 20 overs, falling short due to
Gujarat's disciplined bowling performance. Skipper Ajinkya Rahane scored
a half-century for KKR. Earlier, put in to bat first, Gujarat posted 198 for 3
in the stipulated 20 overs. Captain Shubman Gill led from the front with a
brilliant 90, while Sai Sudharsan contributed with 52 runs. Gill was declared
Player of the Match. With this victory, Gujarat have moved to the top of
the points table with 12 points, while KKR stands at seventh place with six
points.

Today, the Lucknow Super Giants will take on the Delhi Capitals at
the Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket Stadium in
Lucknow. The match is scheduled to begin at 7:30 PM. Delhi currently
holds the second place in the standings, while Lucknow is placed at fifth.
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