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03.04.2025

DAY PM-THAILAND VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Bangkok, Thailand today to
participate in the 6th BIMSTEC Summit. He was received by Deputy Prime
Minsiter and Minister of Transport Suriya Jungrungreangkit at the airport.
This will be the Prime Minister's third visit to Thailand after 2019 and 2016.

Upon arrival, Mr. Modi, in a social media post, said that he looks
forward to participating in the upcoming official engagements and
strengthening the bonds of cooperation between India and Thailand.

During his two-day state visit, Prime Minister Modi is scheduled to
hold bilateral talks with his Thai counterpart Paetongtarn Shinawatra at
Bangkok this evening. They will review the progress of the entire gamut of
bilateral relations and discuss ways to add greater momentum to the India-
Thailand bilateral partnership and exchange views on regional and
multilateral issues. They will also witness the signing of several bilateral
documents.

The theme of the 6th BIMSTEC Summit, to be held tomorrow is
"BIMSTEC - Prosperous, Resilient and Open." The Bangkok Vision 2030 will
be adopted at the Summit, and the Report of the BIMSTEC Eminent
Persons' Group will also be endorsed to chart the future direction of
BIMSTEC. Prime Minister Modi is also expected to have an audience with
King Rama X and the Queen of Thailand. More from our correspondent:

India and Thailand have historically warm bilateral relations, shared
civilizational, cultural, and religious bonds. Thailand is India's maritime



neighbor, a valuable partner in the Act East policy and Vision for the Indo-
Pacific, and a highly valued partner in BIMSTEC. Thailand is the third-
largest economy in ASEAN and India's fourth-largest trading partner after
Singapore, Indonesia, and Malaysia in the ASEAN region. Bilateral trade is
almost 15 billion dollars, with India's exports to Thailand around 5 billion
and imports from Thailand about 10 billion dollars. India's focus on
BIMSTEC is on institution and capacity building, strengthening security, and
increasing connectivity. A number of agreements and declarations are likely
to be concluded at the Summit. Prime Minister's visit will present an
opportunity to build on the positive momentum in bilateral ties since his
last visit in 2019.

Following the BIMSTEC Summit, Prime Minister Modi will travel to Sri
Lanka tomorrow for a three day state visit at the invitation of Sri Lankan
President Anura Kumara Disanayake. Earlier, President Disanayake had paid
a State Visit to India as his first visit abroad after assuming office. This will
be the Prime Minister's fourth visit to Sri Lanka during his tenure in office.
India-Sri Lanka relationship is rooted in deep civilizational links based on
shared ties of history, religion, culture, and strong people-to-people ties. Sri
Lanka is an integral part of India's Neighbourhood First Policy, and the
relationship has stood the test of time.

<><>SUPARNA/PALLAVI/1139 HRS

PARAS DP-I 03-04-2025
JAISHANKAR - BIMSTEC

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today urged the BIMSTEC member
nations to approach the organisation from a more ambitious perspective
given the uncertainty and volatility in the current global order. Addressing
the 20th BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok, Thailand, Dr Jaishankar
said that the new order is intrinsically more regional and agenda-specific.

He asked the members to direct their energies towards the most
visible convergences such as power grid connections, digital infrastructure,
business activities, maritime and land transport, blue economy or health,
food and energy security. He noted that looking at the future, technology,
start-ups and innovation will play a greater role. Dr Jaishankar also
encouraged tourism as another domain of great potential and highlighted
that Indians constitute among the largest number of tourism arrivals



amongst the BIMSTEC nations. He also asked them to address the
seriousness of cyber security, counter-terrorism, human trafficking, illegal
narcotics trade and other associated activities and create the necessary
frameworks to deal with them effectively.

The External Affairs Minister also expressed solidarity and support for
Myanmar and Thailand in the face of the massive earthquake recently. He
highlighted that India is living up to its obligation as a First Responder in
this situation

<><>ADARSH/0945

PARAS: AARTI MP-1 02.04.2025
CHILEAN PRESIDENT MUMBAI VISIT

Chilean President Gabriel Boric Font arrived at Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport last night. He was welcomed by Maharashtra'
s Minister of Protocol Jayakumar Rawal.

This is his first state visit to India. Earlier, Mr. Gabriel Boric Font
visited Delhi and Uttar Pradesh.

<><><>BHAVANA GOKHALE/MUMBAI/MAIL/0818 HRS

PARAS : AARTI MP-I 03.04.2025
CHHATTISGARH- MAOISTS PEACE TALKS

Maoists have purportedly circulated a letter, proposing to cease
armed conflict and expressing their willingness for peace talks. According
to sources, the CPI (Maoist) Central Committee has issued this letter in
Telugu, requesting the central government to stop the ongoing Operation
'Kagar'.

Responding to it, Chhattisgarh Deputy Chief Minister and Home
Minister Vijay Sharma has clarified that the state government is ready for
any kind of meaningful talks, provided there are no pre-conditions for it.

Talking to media in Raipur, he said that if the Naxalites really want to
return to the mainstream and are willing to talk, then they will have to
publicly name their representative and the conditions of the peace talks.

Byte-Vijay Sharma (Audio file is attached)

Deputy Chief Minister Vijay Sharma said that if the Naxalites did not

honour the Constitution and try to impose a parallel system, then there is



no justification for any talks. Mr. Sharma said, the government's stand is
clear and the doors for talks are open, but there cannot be any
compromise on its stand against violence and bloodshed. He said that any
meaningful solution for the problem is possible only if the Maoists lay down
arms and surrender.

<><>Vikalp Shukla, Raipur, Mail, 0650 hrs

PARAS MP-II
03.04.2025

ISRAEL- GAZA

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) is intensifying their operations in the Gaza Strip. In a social
media post yesterday, he said, the IDF is seizing territory, striking the
terrorists and destroying the infrastructure. Mr. Netanyahu also said that
the pressure on Gaza will continue to escalate until hostages are returned.
<><><>

PAYAL/IANS/0751

PARAS MP-1 03-04-2025
MORN. IMD - WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heat wave
conditions to continue to prevail over the Saurashtra and Kutch region
during the next seven days. According to the IMD, maximum temperatures
will rise gradually by 3 to 5 degrees Celsius over Northwest India during
the next 7 days.

The weather agency has also forecast thunderstorm, lightening and
hailstorm with heavy rainfall likely over parts of South Peninsular India
during the next four days. Meanwhile, heavy rainfall will prevail over Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala, and Coastal and North Interior Karnataka today.
Light to moderate rainfall with thunderstorm, lightning and gusty winds
upto 50 kilometers per hour is expected over Odisha, Maharashtra, West
Bengal and Jharkhand during the next 2 to 3 days.

<><>ADARSH/0622
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03.04.2025
RS - WAQF

The Rajya Sabha will take up Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2025 for
consideration and passing this afternoon. The Bill has been listed in the
supplementary list of the business of the Upper House. When the house
reassembled this morning, Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar
announced that the House will take up the Bill at 1:00 PM. Yesterday the
bill was passed by the Lok Sabha last night after holding around 12 hours
of discussion.

The Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2025 aims to streamline the
management of Waqgf properties, with provisions to safeguard heritage
sites and promote social welfare. The legislation also aims to improve
governance by enhancing transparency in property management,
streamlining coordination between Waqgf Boards and local authorities and
protecting stakeholder’s rights. The Bill also seeks to improve the economic
and social status of Muslim women, particularly widows and divorced
women. The Bill aims at making the Wagf Board more inclusive, having
representation from different Muslim sects for better Waqgf governance and
decision-making.

While Replying to discussion in the Lok Sabha yesterday, Union
Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju had said that the bill has nothing to do
with the religious practice of Muslims and it only deals with the properties
related to Waqgf Boards. He said the government wants to make the Wagf
Boards inclusive and will not be effective retrospectively. The Minister
added that the Bill is not intended to confiscate anyone’s property.

<><>DIWAKER/DIPENDRA/ mail/ 1149HRS

In Myanmar, the death toll from deadly 7.7 magnitude earthquake has
risen to 3,003 with more than 4,500 people injured. Meanwhile, Myanmar’s
ruling military declared a temporary ceasefire in the country’s civil war to
facilitate relief efforts. The surprise announcement by military leaders came
late yesterday on state television which said the halt in fighting will run till
April 22nd to show compassion for people affected by the quake.

<><><>



