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18.04.2025
REV. PM'S SPEECHES-BOOK LAUNCH

A book titled Sanskriti Ka Panchva Adhyay, which is a compilation of
speeches delivered by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on various occasions,
was launched in New Delhi today. The head of the Juna Akhara, Acharya
Mahamandaleshwar Swami Avdheshanand Giri, launched the book.
Presiding over the event, Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, Harivansh,
lauded Prime Minister Modi's efforts in preserving the country’s culture,
traditions, spiritual values, and cultural heritage. Recalling key excerpts
from the Prime Minister’s speeches, he noted that the book serves as a
curated collection that reflects Mr. Modi's commitment to cultural
preservation and his vision for upholding India’s timeless traditions.

[Byte-Harivansh (In Mail)]

On the occasion, Swami Avdheshanand Giri Maharaj
remarked that since 2014 innovation has been witnessed in every
direction across the country and a transformation in the
atmosphere is evident. He lauded Prime Minister’s cultural
contributions and said that people now discuss cultural subjects
with greater depth and pride. He added that India’s cultural
environment has transformed since 2014.

<><>PALLAVI/2215 HRS
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19.04.2025
BRICS-AGRI MINISTERS MEET

India reaffirmed its commitment to inclusive, equitable, and
sustainable agriculture at the 15th meeting of BRICS Agriculture Ministers.
Speaking at the meeting held in Brazil yesterday, Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said global food security goals would remain
unfulfilled unless small farmers are protected and empowered. He
underscored that for India, empowering women socially, economically and



politically is a mission. Mr Chouhan also emphasized the need to place the
welfare of small and marginal farmers at the centre of global agricultural
strategies. He highlighted that agriculture, for India, is not merely an
economic activity, but a source of livelihood, food, and dignity for millions
of families. He said that the world’s 510 million smallholder farmers are the
backbone of the global food system and are also the most vulnerable in the
face of climate change, price volatility, and resource scarcity.

The meeting underlined the need to make agricultural trade fair,
control global price volatility, and ensure remunerative prices for small
farmers.

During the meeting, BRICS Agriculture Ministers launched the BRICS
Land Restoration Partnership to address land degradation, desertification,
and the loss of soil fertility.

In the Joint Declaration, BRICS nations collectively reiterated their
resolve to make the global agri-food system fair, inclusive, innovative, and
sustainable.

Meanwhile, Mr. Chouhan also invited BRICS nations to participate in
the World Audio-Visual Entertainment Summit beginning May 1 this year
and the World Food India to be held in September 2025.
<><>PALLAVI/0625HRS
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CHHATTISGARH MAOIST

Thirty-three Maoists surrendered today in Sukma district of
Chhattisgarh. A total reward of 49 lakh rupees had been announced on
these Maoists. Of the Naxalites who surrendered today, 11 were active in
Gram Panchayat Bade Setty in Sukma district. With their surrender, Bade
Setty has been officially declared the first Naxal-free gram panchayat of the
Bastar division. These Maoists surrendered before senior officers of the
Police and CRPF. All of them have been given an incentive amount of fifty
thousand rupees each under the rehabilitation policy of the state
government. In addition, they will also be provided with other facilities.
VIKALP SHUKLA/CHHATTISGARH/M,AIL/1958 HRS

18.04.2025

BIHAR PRASAR BHARATI CHAIRMAN

Prasar Bharati Chairman Navneet Kumar Sehgal today said the
Akashvani and Doordarshan is continuously boosting its content and



technology of broadcast with changing scenarios.

Talking to Akashvani News Mr. Sehgal said both the public service
broadcasters are adopting better technology and enhancement.
S/B NAVNEET KUMAR SEHGAL

Mr. Sehgal said the OTT platform of Prasar Bharati WAVES is gaining
popularity among all walks of audiences with its variety of content.
S/B NAVNEET KUMAR SEHGAL 2

Mr. Sehgal also praised the government initiative to formalize the
content creation and associated creativity sector in the country with the
World Audio Video Entertainment Summit ( WAVES ).

S/B NAVNEET KUMAR SEHGAL 03

Earlier , the Prasar Bharati Chairman held a review meeting with
officials of Akashvani, Patna and discussed various issues regarding news,
programme and engineering section.

DHARMENDRA / PATNA /MAIL/1959 HRS
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19.04.2025
JEE MAIN RESULT

The result of the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) Main session II of
this year will be declared today. The National Testing Agency , in a
statement said, the result will be available at the JEE Main website —
jeemain.nta.nic.in. It will announce the JEE Main 2025 result along with the
cut-off.

The NTA held the April session of JEE Main between April 2 and 9.

JEE Main 2025 is being held in two rounds this year — January and
April. If a candidate has appeared in both the sessions, the best of the
candidate’s scores in JEE Main will be considered while preparing the final
merit list.

Along with the result, NTA is also expected to publish the list of top
scorers and the JEE Advanced 2025 cutoff. Only the top 2.5 lakh
candidates, based on their performance across both sessions of JEE Main
2025, will be eligible to appear for the JEE Advanced exam — the gateway
to admissions in the prestigious IITs.
mk/NTA/NEWSPAPERS/0459hrs

18.04.2025
KERALA GOOD FRIDAY WITH V/C
Good Friday observed in Kerala today, commemorating the crucifixion



of Jesus Christ and his death at Mount Calvary. Special prayers were held
in churches across the state to mark the day. Our Kochi Correspondent has
filed this report:

V/C RAJMOHAN

"The day was observed as a day of sorrow and penance, with
devotees attending special prayers in churches. At various places
across the state, priests and members of the laity re-enacted the
Way of the Cross -- the 14 stations on Jesus Christ's final journey
to Mount Calvary. Church leaders led their congregations in
solemn processions, recalling the message of Jesus Christ and his
sacrifice for humanity's betterment. At the St. Thomas' Church in
Malayattoor near Kochi, believed to be founded by Christ's apostle
St Thomas, several hundreds undertook the pilgrimage to the hill
shrine, carrying symbolic wooden crosses commemorating the
sufferings undergone by Jesus Christ. The Holy Week ends with
Easter on Sunday, celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ. "
Raj Mohan, Akashvani News, Kochi.

RAJ MOHAN/ KOCHI/ MAIL/1943 HRS
MK MP-II 19.04.2025
CRICKET-IPL

In IPL T20 Cricket, Punjab Kings defeated hosts Royal Challengers
Bengaluru by 5 wickets in a rain-marred 14 over match at the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium last night.

Chasing a target of 96 in 14 overs, Punjab reached the score with 11
balls to spare. Put in to bat first Bengaluru had earlier posted 95 for 9, with
Tim David scoring an unbeaten 50 off 26 balls. Nehal Wadhera led Punjab’s
chase with 33 off 19 balls.

For Punjab, Arshdeep Singh, Marco Jansen, Yuzvendra Chahal, and
Harpreet Brar took 2 wickets each. On the other hand Josh Hazlewood
claimed 3 wickets for Bengaluru. Tim David was named Player of the
Match.

There will be two matches today. Gujarat Titans will face Delhi
Capitals in Ahmedabad beginning at 3:30 in the afternoon while, Rajasthan
Royals will take on Lucknow Super Giants in Jaipur from 7:30 this evening.
MAYUR/NET/CB/0548
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IMD-WEATHER

Delhi experienced a dust storm, lightning, and light rainfall this
evening, resulting in a pleasant change in weather and a drop in
temperature. The India Meteorological Department -IMD has predicted
similar conditions over the national capital during the next 24 hours.
According to IMD, Jammu-Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Sub-
Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam and Meghalaya will also witness
Heavy rainfall at isolated places tomorrow. Meanwhile, IMD has predicted
heat wave conditions in Rajasthan. The weather agency has indicated that
Central Maharashtra and Marathwada will face hot and humid weather,
while isolated areas in Uttar Pradesh and West Rajasthan may experience
dust storms.
<><>AMAN/2046 HRS



