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SANJIO EP-II 17-04-25
REV. EVE SC-WAQF( With V/C)

The Supreme Court today recorded the Union government’s
assurance that no fresh appointments will be made to wagf boards or the
Central Wagf Council under the Wagf (Amendment) Act, 2025, until the
next hearing. The three-judge bench, led by Chief Justice Sanjeev Khanna,
also noted that the status of existing waqf properties, including those listed
as ‘waqgf by user’, will remain unchanged for now. A report -

V/C

The apex court granted the Centre seven days to file a reply over
the pleas filed against the Waqf Amendment Act, after which the
petitioners will be granted five days to review the reply. The
matter will now be heard on May 5th. Due to the large number of
petitions, the bench asked the petitioners to identify five lead
cases to be heard, while the remaining may be treated as
applications or considered disposed of. A total of 10 pleas were
listed in the Supreme Court challenging the constitutional validity
of the Waqf Act. Yesterday, the bench had indicated it would pass
an interim order but deferred it after the Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta requested a hearing before any decision was made. The
Wagqf Act regulates the management of Islamic endowments used
for religious and charitable purposes such as mosques, schools,



and hospitals.
NEWS DESK/ Akashvani/ 2022

VISHNU MP-I

18.04.2025
PASSIA - DETAINED

Wanted gangster Harpreet Singh, alias Happy Passia, who reportedly
plotted 14 terrorist attacks in Punjab, has been detained by Immigration
and Customs Enforcement in the US. He was also wanted by India's
premier anti-terror body, the National Investigation Agency (NIA). Earlier
this year, NIA had announced a reward of 5 lakh rupees on Passia over his
alleged involvement in grenade attacks on a house in Chandigarh and
police stations in Punjab.

Passia, a close associate of Pakistan-based gangster-turned-terrorist
Harvinder Singh Sandhu alias Rinda, has been involved in several terrorist
activities in Punjab in collaboration with Pakistan's ISI, Rinda, and the
banned terrorist group Babbar Khalsa International.

<><><> REETU/NET/0512 HRS
VISHNU MP-1

18.04.2025
IPL T20 CRICKET

In the IPL T20 Cricket, Mumbai Indians defeated Sunrisers
Hyderabad by four wickets at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai, last night.
Chasing the target of 163 runs, Mumbai reached 166, with the loss of six
wickets in 18.1 overs. A composed knock by all-rounder Will Jacks, 36 runs
off 26 balls, along with a blistering cameo from skipper Hardik Pandya, 21
off just 9 balls, guided the hosts to victory with nine balls to spare.

Earlier, after being put in to bat, Sunrisers Hyderabad posted 162 for
5 in their allotted 20 overs, with Abhishek Sharma top-scoring with 40
runs. Jacks also impressed with the ball, taking two wickets, and was
named Player of the Match for his all-round performance.

Today, Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) will face Punjab Kings at
the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru. The match is scheduled to
begin at 7:30 PM. Both RCB and Punjab currently have 8 points from 6
matches. However, RCB sits third on the points table, one spot above
Punjab, due to a superior net run rate.



<><><> CRICBUZZ/0445 HRS

India asks Pakistan

The External Affairs Ministry has said there is a possibility of resumption of
the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra soon. Replying to a question during media
briefing in New Delhi, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said that the Ministry will soon issue a notice for the public on the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra. On the issue of resumptiom of direct air services
between India and China, Mr Jaiswal said that in principle, both countries
have agreed to resume flight services. He added that the technical teams
on both sides are looking into the technical arrangements for the flight
services to resume. He said, the two civil aviation authorities have met and
are discussing the relevant modalities, including the updated framework.

BAIG:AK NP-1I
17.04.2025

REV. US UNIVERSITY SHOOTING

In the US, a shooting left two people dead and six others injured,
including the gunman at Florida State University,FSU in Tallahassee. The
suspected shooter was shot and taken into custody, authorities said.

FSU Police Chief Jason Trumbower confirmed that the two people
killed were not students. All six injured individuals, including the 20-year-
old suspect, were taken to the hospital with gunshot wounds.

The shooter was identified as Phoenix Ikner, an FSU student and the
son of a local sheriff's deputy.

Police have confirmed that the FSU campus is now secure, and an
investigation is underway.

US President Donald Trump said he had been briefed on the
incident, calling it a shame, a horrible thing.

<>BAIG/ CNN/BBC/NBCNEWS/ 0251 HRS

BAIG:AK NP-1I
17.04.2025



TRUMP- ITALIAN PM TARIFFS

US President Donald Trump and visiting Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni have expressed optimism about a potential trade deal between the
US and Europe. President Trump stated that there will be a trade deal,
100 per cent, but it will be a fair deal. Prime Minister Meloni said, she was
confident an agreement could be reached, emphasizing her goal to make
the West great again. At a joint press conference following their
conversation, the two leaders confirmed they also discussed defence
spending, immigration, and tariffs. The Italian Prime Minister is the first
European leader to visit Washington since President Trump imposed, then
paused, 20 per cent tariffs on imports from the bloc.

Prime Minister Meloni had previously called the tariffs absolutely
wrong.

<>BAIG/ BBC/ /0247 HRS

SANJIO EP-I 17.04.2025
RBI-MOU

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and Financial Intelligence Unit-India
(FIU-IND) today signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) as part of
continued coordinated efforts in effective implementation of requirements
of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act and Rules framed under it. The
MoU was signed by Director of FIU-IND Vivek Aggarwal and Executive
Director, Department of Regulation of RBI R.L.K. Rao. According to the
MoU, FIU-IND and RBI will cooperate with each other in the areas of
mutual interest. It includes sharing of relevant intelligence and information,
available in their respective database and upgradation of Anti-Money
Laundering and Combating Financing of Terrorism skills in the regulated
entities. Both sides will also conduct outreach and training for regulated
entities and make assessment of Money Laundering and Terror Financing
risks and vulnerabilities in the relevant financial sub-sectors.

<<<>>> AKSHIT/2059

SANJIO EP-I 17.04.2025
REV. PM-BOHRA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today interacted with a Delegation of
Dawoodi Bohra Community members at his residence at Lok Kalyan Marg



in New Delhi. During the interaction, Bohra community members thanked
the Prime Minister for bringing about the Waqgf Amendment Act and said it
was a long pending demand. They also narrated their struggle and shared
stories of how properties belonging to members of their community were
wrongfully claimed by Waqgf. Speaking about the benefit of the Act for their
Community, they said that the Prime Minister has brought this Act not only
for minorities but for minority within minorities. While saying that India has
always allowed their identity to flourish, they added that under the Prime
Minister's leadership, they feel the spirit of inclusion.

During the interaction, Prime Minister Modi spoke about the years of
work behind bringing forth the Waqgf Amendment Act. He also spoke about
difficulties faced by people due to Waqgf and said that one of the key
drivers behind bringing the Act was that most of the sufferers of the
prevalent system were women, especially widows.

Prime Minister also recalled his strong bonds with members of the
Dawoodi Bohra community. He praised the tradition of the community of
working towards social welfare, which he has seen over the years. He also
brought out the special contribution of the community towards bringing
about the Act. He said when work towards bringing about the Waqgf
Amendment Act started, one of the first people he discussed this with was
Syedna Mufaddal Saifuddin, who was instrumental in giving detailed
comments about various nitty-gritties of the Act.

Discussing the Prime Minister’s vision of Viksit Bharat by 2047, the
members of the community also expressed commitment and all possible
assistance in the journey towards making India developed. <<<>>>
AKSHIT/2033

BAIG:AK MP-II 18-
04-25

MORN. SCIENTISTS-LIFE BEYOND EARTH

In a groundbreaking discovery, scientists using the James Webb
Space Telescope have detected strong signs of possible life beyond our
solar system. The team identified chemical biosignatures in the atmosphere
of K2-18b, an exoplanet located 124 light years from Earth, suggesting the
potential presence of life.

The Cambridge team, led by Professor Nikku Madhusudhan at



Cambridge University’s Institute of Astronomy, found molecules in the
planet’s atmosphere that are typically produced by simple organisms on
Earth, such as microbes. While this discovery is exciting, Professor
Madhusudhan on Thursday emphasized that it does not constitute
definitive evidence of life, but rather points to biological activity, a
biosignature.

Dr. Subir Sarkar, a lecturer in astrophysics at Cardiff University and a
member of the research team, stated that the findings suggest K2-18b
could harbor an ocean potentially teeming with life. However, he cautioned
that scientists cannot confirm this yet. He added that the team will
continue to focus on searching for life on other planets.

This marks the second time NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope
has detected chemicals associated with life on K2-18b, and researchers
believe these findings are more promising than previous ones. However,
both the Cambridge team and independent astronomers caution that
further data and observations are needed to confirm these results.

K2-18b is 2.5 times the size of Earth and located 700 trillion miles
away. The distance makes it beyond the reach of current human travel, but
researchers believe the planet may harbor microbial life. Despite the
excitement, scientists stress the need for more evidence before drawing
definitive conclusions.

This research has been published in the Astrophysical Journal Letters.

<><><>BAIG/BBC/Reuters/0321

BAIG:AK NP-1
17.04.2025
WB- VIOLENCE

In West Bengal, central forces will continue to remain deployed in
violence-affected areas of Murshidabad, as per an order from the Calcutta
High Court.

A division bench comprising Justices Soumen Sen and Raja Basu
Chowdhury rejected a plea filed by Leader of the Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari and others seeking a National Investigation Agency,NIA probe into
the violence. However, the Court clarified that the Central Government is
free to take suo moto cognizance of the incidents and may independently
order an NIA investigation if deemed necessary.

The Court also announced the formation of a three-member team to



assess the return and rehabilitation of displaced persons. The team,
comprising a representative from the national human rights commission, a
member of the state human rights commission and a member of the state
legal aid services, has been directed to submit its report by 15th of next
month.<><>

<><>S.Mandal/WB/MAIL/0122 HRS

BAIG:AK NP-1I
17.04.2025

WORLD BILLIARDS

India’s Sourav Kothari defeated defending champion Pankaj Advani
by 725-480 points in the final to win the 2025 IBSF World Billiards title in
Carlow, Ireland on Thursday.

In a thrilling final, Kothari emerged as Champion with an emphatic
win, scoring 725 points to Advani’s 480.

With the victory, Kothari becomes only the third Indian to win both
the IBSF and WBL World Billiards professional titles. His brilliant break of
325 was the match’s standout moment and marked one of the finest in
recent championship history.

<>BAIG/ IANS/ /0235 HRS

VISHNU MP-I
WORLD HERITAGE DAY

World Heritage Day is being celebrated today across the globe. It is
also called the International Day for Monuments and Sites. This year, the
theme of the day is Heritage Under Threat from Disaster and Conflicts. Our
Correspondent reports that this day is celebrated every year on 18th April
to honour and protect cultural and natural heritage.

(V/C-AKSHIT)

Over the years, India has steadily expanded its presence on

the World Heritage List. In July 2024, a proud addition was made

with the inscription of Moidams the Mound-Burial System of the
Ahom Dynasty from Assam as a cultural property. India now has
43 sites on the World Heritage List and 62 more on UNESCO's




Tentative List. The country’s journey began in 1983 with the

listing of Agra Fort followed by the Taj Mahal, Ajanta Caves and
Ellora Caves. These sites are preserved not only as symbols of
history but also as learning spaces for generations to come. Akshit

Vedyan, Akasvani News, Delhi.
On the occasion of World Heritage day the Archaeological Survey of

India,ASI has also announced free entry at all ASI protected monuments
across the country. This initiative of ASI aims to encourage visitors to
explore the country's rich cultural heritage.

<><><> CB/AKSHIT/0354 HRS

GOYAL-DBT

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Piyush Goyal, has stated
that the implementation of the Direct Benefit Transfer,DBT system has
brought transformative results.

Quoting a policy paper titled A Quantitative Assessment of India’s
DBT System', Mr. Goyal informed that, due to the transparent and tech-
driven reforms introduced by DBT, India's new Welfare Efficiency
Index,WEI jumped from 0.32 in 2013 to 0.91 in 2023.

He said these reforms have reduced leakage, expanded beneficiary
coverage, and decreased subsidy allocations. He added that DBT has made
welfare not just bigger, but smarter.

The WEI quantifies fiscal and social gains, and the increase in the
index underscores systemic improvements.

<><><>ANAND/AKSHIT/2240



