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SWATI MP-II 12.04.2025

PREZ-PORTUGAL-SOLVAK VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu returned to New Delhi last night after
concluding her historic two-nation state visit to Portugal and Slovakia,
where she held high-level meetings aimed at strengthening India’s bilateral
ties with both nations.

President Murmu went to Slovakia at the invitation of her Slovakian
counterpart Peter Pellegrini. It was the first visit by an Indian President to
Slovakia in 29 years. During her State visit to the country, President Murmu
met her Slovakian counterpart Peter Pellegrini, Prime Minister Robert Fico,
and the Speaker of the Parliament, among other dignitaries in Bratislava
and held discussions on a range of issues concerning mutual cooperation.
The two countries discussed cooperation in the emerging technology
sphere such as space and Atrtificial Intelligence, and to explore further
opportunities in sectors such as cyber security. President Murmu also
addressed the Indian community at a reception in Slovakian capital. She
highlighted the growing cultural ties between India and Slovakia and spoke
about the popularity of Indian heritage, traditions, and practices, such as
Yoga, Ayurveda, and Indian cuisine in Slovakia, noting that these cultural
exchanges reflect the strengthening of relations between the two nations.

President Murmu arrived in Slovakia after completing the first leg of
her visit in Portugal. It was the first visit by an Indian President to southern
European country in 27 years. Her visit came at a time when India and the
European Union are engaged in talks over a free trade agreement. During
her visit, the President held discussions with the top leadership of Portugal
and also engaged with the local diaspora carrying forward high-level
engagements between the two countries.

Briefing media earlier this week, Secretary (West) in External Affairs
Ministry, Tanmay Lal termed the President's Portugal visit as historical. He
highlighted that the close ties between two countries also contribute
significantly to the broader India-EU partnership.

<><><>NET/0500 HRS

PRIME MINISTER



Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the resolve to uplift the poor
and the deprived, the mantra of 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas', and the spirit
of service are the guiding principles of the government today. Mr. Modi
was addressing devotees at Shri Anandpur Dham in Isagarh, Ashoknagar,
Madhya Pradesh yesterday. Referring to the government's welfare
schemes, Mr. Modi said that various initiatives are being implemented to
make the lives of the poor and underprivileged sections of society easier.
[S/B-PM MODI ON SABKA SAATH SABKA VIKAS- 28 SECS - ]

S N DAS::MS NP-I 11.04.2025
PM MODI-AIADMK NDA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed happiness that AIADMK
has joined the NDA family. In a social media post, Mr Modi said, together,
with the other NDA partners, we will take Tamil Nadu to new heights of
progress and serve the state diligently. He said, NDA alliance will ensure a
government that fulfils the vision of the great MGR and Ms Jayalalithaa.
The Prime Minister said, for the sake of Tamil Nadu’s progress and to
preserve the uniqueness of Tamil culture, it is important the corrupt and
divisive DMK is uprooted at the earliest, which NDA alliance will do.
<><>ANUPAM/2250 HRS
SWATI MP-1 12.04.2025

JAISHANKAR-RUBIO

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has appreciated the counter-
terrorism cooperation between India and the United States. Replying to US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio post on social media on extradition of
Tahawwur Hussain Rana, the key conspirator in the deadly 26/11 Mumbai
terror attacks, Dr Jaishankar said, this is indeed a big step in ensuring
justice for the victims of the attacks.

Mr Rubio in his post said, US extradited Tahawwur Rana to India to
face charges for his role in planning the horrific 2008 Mumbai terrorist
attacks. He said, together, with India, US has long sought justice for the
166 people, including six Americans, who lost their lives in these attacks.
Mr Rubio expressed happiness that the day has come. <><><>
ANUPAM/0413 HRS
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Union Minister of Railways, Information & Broadcasting and
Electronics and IT, Ashwini Vaishnaw today said that the Union cabinet has
recently approved the Gondia-Ballarshah railway line, a 240 kilometers
strategic corridor with an investment of 4,819 crore rupees. He said this
transformative project is set to play a pivotal role in enhancing passenger
and freight connectivity between northern and southern India and will
boost regional economy and tourism. He was addressing a joint press
conference in Mumbai today along with Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on the theme “Better Infrastructure, Better Technology,
Better Trains”.

During the media interaction, Mr. Vaishnaw further informed that
more than 1 lakh 70 thousand crores have been sanctioned for projects
connected to Maharashtra during NDA government third term underscoring
Maharashtra’s strategic importance in the national rail network and its
future growth trajectory. Mr. Vaishnaw emphasized that infrastructure
development is the cornerstone for increasing suburban services. He said
projects worth nearly 17,000 crore rupees, covering more than 300
kilometers of new lines, are currently underway at a rapid pace. He
announced the upcoming launch of Kavach 5.0, a state-of-the-art safety
and signaling system tailored for the suburban section. Kavach 5.0 is
expected to significantly reduce the inter-train headway, enabling more
trains to run safely and efficiently.

Maharashtra CM Fadnavis also elaborated that Mumbai One
Card, will soon be launched, which is a single and all integrated card set to
transform public transport across MMR region for passengers traveling in
suburban trains, metro rails, monorail, BEST buses, etc.

GAURAV::RZ EP-I 11.04.2025
ODISHA-AYUSHMAN BHARAT YOJANA

Union Health Minister JP Nadda today launched the Ayushman Bharat
Yojana in Odisha. Launching the scheme at Bali Yatra Ground in Cuttack,
he said that as many as 61 crore people in the country are availing
themselves of the scheme's benefits. Mr. Nadda said the Centre has spent
1.26 lakh crore rupees over the last six years on the treatment of poor
people. The Ayushman Bharat Yojana will be implemented alongside the
Odisha government’s Gopabandhu Jan Arogya Yojana in the state. More
from our correspondent:



V/C - PRAKASH DASH
The Odisha government had inked an MoU with the Centre
for the integration of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan

Arogya Yojana with the Gopandhu Jan Arogya Yojana of Odisha.
With this integration, around 3.52 crore people of 1.08 crore
families including a significant percentage of tribal people in the
state will be covered under the combined scheme, Ayushman
Bharat-Gopabandhu Jan Arogya Yojana. The combined scheme

will provide health cover of 5 lakh rupees per family per annum
with an additional 5 lakh rupees for women members. In addition

to this, senior citizens aged above 70 will get free treatment
under the Ayushman Vaya Vandana Yojana.
The beneficiaries can avail cashless treatment at more than
29,000 government and private empanelled hospitals across the
country. Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, Union Tribal Affairs
Minister Jual Oram, Odisha’s Health Minister Mukesh Mahaling
among others were present at the Ayushman Bharat launching
ceremony. PRAKASH DASH, DEPUTY DIRECTOR (NEWS)
AKASHVANI, BHUBANESWAR
<><><><>PRAKASH DASH/ BHUBANESWAR/ MAIL/ 1931 HRS.
11.04.2025
NAVAL COMMANDERS CONFERENCE

The first edition of the biannual Naval Commanders' Conference 2025
concluded today in New Delhi. The week-long apex-level conference was
held in two phases at Karwar, Karnataka and New Delhi. It engaged the
commanders in deliberations on security challenges in the maritime domain
and review of Indian Navy’s operational preparedness. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh presided over the inaugural session of the conference at
Karwar, which was also attended by the Chief of the Defence Staff,
Defence Secretary, senior Defence Ministry officials and Naval
Commanders. The first phase of the conference at Karwar also coincided
with the flag-off of IOS Sagar by the Defence Minister. He also inaugurated
nine state-of-the-art marine piers, eight residential buildings and several
important utilities, created as part of Project Seabird. The first phase
concluded with a review of Indian Navy's operational readiness and
modernisation plans, wherein the Defence Minister rajnath Singh
acknowledged Indian Navy's crucial role as a principle enabler of peace and
security in the Indian Ocean Region.




The second phase, chaired by Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi
commenced at Nausena Bhawan in New Delhi on 7th of this month. The
proceedings featured comprehensive assessment of operational, materiel,
logistics, human resources, training and administrative aspects. The Indian
Navy's Space Vision, Indian Naval Air Publication, Indian Navy's Operational
Data Framework, and a compendium for veterans, 'Navy for Life and
Beyond', were the publications released on the occasion.

The conference facilitated interaction of the Naval Commanders with
the Chief of the Defence Staff, Chief of the Army Staff and Chief of Air
Staff, who shared their assessment of the operating environment, outlining
readiness levels to counter evolving security challenges, through strong
convergence and Tri-Service synergy. Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri and
India's G20 Sherpa Amitabh Kant also engaged with the Commanders. The
Foreign Secretary offered insights into the shifting global order and its
implications for maritime security in the Indian Ocean Rregion and Mr Kant
underscored Navy’s significance in national growth and in India's
emergence as the 'Preferred Security Partner' in the region.

On the sidelines of the conference, Naval Commanders also
interacted with several subject matter experts and strategic thinkers.
<><>ANUPAM/ANAND/2032 HRS
S N DAS:MS NP-II 11.04.2025
UK-UKRAINE

Britain today announced a 450 million British pound military support
package for Ukraine as it co-hosted a meeting of the Ukraine Defence
Contact Group with Germany in Brussels. The package, jointly funded by
Britain and Norway, includes a new close fight military aid component
valued at over 250 million pounds, featuring radar systems, anti-tank
mines and military drones. This support package also includes repairs and
maintenance for vehicles and battlefield equipment previously supplied by
Britain to Ukraine. British Defence Secretary John Healey said the package
will increase pressure on Russia.

<><>IANS/0245 HRS

GAURAV EP-II
11.04.2025
CHINA-US TARIFF



China's finance ministry today announced that it has raised additional
tariffs on US goods from 84 per cent to 125 per cent. In a statement, the
ministry said, the U.S. side's imposition of excessively high tariffs on China
seriously violates international economic and trade rules and is simply an
act of unilateral bullying and coercion. Investors had been waiting to see
how Beijing would respond to US President Donald Trump's move on
Wednesday to effectively raise tariffs on Chinese goods to 145 per cent.

<><><>
PARAS/NET/2016 HRS
SWATI MP-II 12.04.2025

IPL CRICKET

In the Indian Premier League (IPL) T20 Cricket, Kolkata Knight Riders
defeated Hosts Chennai Super Kings by eight wickets at their home ground
MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai last night. Kolkata Knight Riders
skipper Ajinkya Rahane won the toss and invited the hosts to bat first.
However, MS Dhoni led Chennai Super Kings had no response to Kolkata's
aggressive bowling attack and could managed to score only 103 runs for 9
wickets in the stipulated 20 overs. For Kolkata, spinner Sunil Narine bagged
three wickets, while Varun Chakaravarthy and Hrashit Rana picked two
wickets each. In reply, the visitors easily chased the score in 11th over with
opener Sunil Narine posting 44 off just 18 balls. For Chennai, Anshul
Kamboj and Noor Ahmad got one wicket each. Sunil Narine was declared
Player of the Match for his all-round performance.

Today, Lucknow Super Giants will host Gujarat Titans in Lucknow
from 3:30 PM. While in the second clash of the day, Punjab Kings will face
home team Sunrisers Hyderabad in Hyderabad. The match will begin at
07:30 PM.
<><><>CHIRAG/NET/0425 HRS



