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DESK
GAURAV EP-I 03.04.2025
FUR REV EVE PM-THAILAND VISIT

India and Thailand today signed six agreements for cooperation in
various fields including IT, maritime, MSME, handicraft and handloom
sectors. The agreements were exchanged following bilateral talks between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Thai counterpart Paetongtarn
Shinawatra at Bangkok this afternoon. Both sides reviewed the progress of
the entire gamut of bilateral relations and discussed ways to add greater
momentum to the India-Thailand bilateral partnership and exchanged
views on regional and multilateral issues. Prime Minister Modi recieved
ceremonial guard of honour. In his joint statement following the bilateral
talks, Prime Minister Modi announced the decision to elevate India-Thailand
relationship to a Strategic Partnership. He underlined that Thailand has a
special place in India's 'Act East' policy and Indo-Pacific vision. Mr Modi said
they discussed establishing a 'strategic dialogue' between security agencies
of both nations.

(S/B PM MODI)

Mr Modi said that during the talks, both sides emphasized
cooperation in the fields of tourism, culture and education between North-
East India and Thailand. Both leaders also discussed increasing mutual
trade, investment and exchange between businesses. Prime Minister Modi
pointed out that agreements have also been made for cooperation in
MSME, handloom and handicrafts.

He stressed that India is in full support of India ASEAN unity
and ASEAN centrality. He also said that India and Thailand support and
Indo-Pacific that is free, open and inclusive.

Prime Minister elaborated that centuries-old ties between India and
Thailand are linked by deep cultural and spiritual threads. He said the
spread of Buddhism connected people of the two nations and there has
been an exchange of scholars from Ayutthaya to Nalanda. He highlighted
that the story of Ramayana is deeply rooted in Thai folk life and the
influence of Sanskrit-Pali is still visible in languages and traditions today.

(S/B PM MODI)

Mr Modi expressed condolences on behalf of the people of
India for the loss of life in the recent earthquake and wished a speedy
recovery for the injured. He aso expressed gratitude to Prime Minister
Shinawatra for the welcome and hospitality extended to him. Mr Modi is on



two-day visit to Thailand to participate in the 6th BIMSTEC Summit to be
held tomorrow. Upon his arrival in Thailand this morning, Mr Modi was
received by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Transport Suriya
Jungrungreangkit at the airport.

<><>SUPARNA/PALLAVI/1624 HRS

GAURAV EP-1 03.04.2025
PM- THAI GIFT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was presented with the Holy
Scriptures: “World Ti-pitaka: Sajjhaya Phonetic Edition” by his Thai
counterpart Paetongtarn Shinawatra at Bangkok today. It was brought out
by the Thai government in 2016 to commemorate King Bhumibol Adulyadej
(Rama IX) and Queen Sirikit of Thailand's 70-year reign. The Holy
Scriptures is a compilation of Lord Buddha's teachings with accurate
pronunciation of the Pali Tipitaka's over nine million syllables. Thai
Government has presented it as a “Gift of Peace and Wisdom for All” from
the Kingdom of Thailand to more than 30 countries.
<><>RAHISUDDIEN/1705 HRS
GAURAV EP-I 03.04.2025
PM- THANKS- THAI GIFT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed gratitude to his Thai
counterpart Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra for giving him a copy of
the Tipitaka in Pali. He also termed it as a special gesture for him. In a
social media post, Mr. Modi said that Pali is indeed a beautiful language,
carrying within it the essence of Lord Buddha’s teachings. He added, the
Indian Government had conferred the status of Classical Language on Pali
last year. People from all over the world have appreciated this decision and
it has also encouraged research as well as study on this language.

<><>RAHISUDDIEN/1755 HRS
GAURAV EP-I 03.04.2025

RAJNATH-ARMY CONFERENCE

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today highlighted the present geo-
strategic uncertainties, stressing the need for the armed forces to prepare
for both long-term and short-term challenges. The Minister made these
remarks while addressing the Army Commanders’ Conference, an apex-



level biannual event, which is underway in New Delhi till tomorrow. Mr.
Singh highlighted that unconventional and asymmetric warfare, including
hybrid warfare, will be part of future conventional wars. He further noted
that cyber, information, communication, trade, and finance have all
become inseparable parts of future conflicts. Mr. Singh said that this
necessitates the Armed Forces to consider all these facets while planning
and formulating strategies.

Regarding the current situation along the northern borders, Mr. Singh
expressed full confidence in the troops and complimented the Armed
Forces for standing firm and vigilant, and that the same should continue.
Referring to the situation along the western borders, the Defence Minister
said that the synergised operations in the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir are contributing to increased stability in the region, and that the
same should remain. During the event, the Indian Army's apex leadership
comprehensively deliberated upon all aspects of the existing security
scenarios, the situation along the borders, in the hinterland, and the
challenges for the present security apparatus.

<><>PALLAVI/1723 HRS

MANOGYAN DP-I 03.04.2025
IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy
rainfall likely at isolated places over the Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala, Mahe, and Karnataka today.
Talking exclusively to Akashvani News, IMD senior scientist R. K. Jenamani
has shared that the minimum temperature over the national capital is likely
to rise, and there is no significant heat wave predicted in any part of the
country during the next 4-5 days.

[S/B- JENAMANI IN GNR MAIL]
<><><>PRIYA/1326HRS

MANOGYAN DP-II 03.04.2025
DAY IPL T20 CRICKET

In IPL T20 Cricket, Kolkata Knight Riders will face Sunrisers
Hyderabad at Eden Gardens in Kolkata this evening. The match is



scheduled to start at 7.30 PM. Earlier, Gujarat Titans defeated Royal
Challengers Bengaluru by 8 wickets at M.Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru last night. Gujarat Titans comfortably achieved the target of 170
runs losing two wickets in 17.5 overs. Jos Buttler top-scored for Gujarat
Titans with an unbeaten 73 off 39 balls. For Gujarat, Mohammed Siraj
claimed highest 3 wickets. He was declared player of the Match.

Punjab Kings is currently leading the standings followed by Delhi
Capitals on second and RCB on 3rd position.

<><><>NEELAM/CB/NET/1216

TRIPTI::HC EPP 03.04.2025
LS - RAHUL - ANURAG

Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi today raised the
issues at Line of Actual Control and the reciprocal tariff imposed on India
by the US. Raising the issues during the Zero Hour, Mr Gandhi said, there
should be status quo and India should get its land back. On the reciprocal
tariff, Mr. Gandhi said, auto and pharmaceutical industries as well as
agriculture will be affected by this decision. He asked the government to
clarify its move over the US decision. Mr Gandhi was countered by Anurag
Thakur of BJP, who accused the Congress of not backing Indian forces
during the Doklam incident. He took a dig at Mr Gandhi questioning under
which government Aksai Chin was captured by China.

<><> DIWAKER/DIPENDRA/ MAIL/ 1530



