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TRIPTI MP-II 16.04.2025
NETANYAHU GAZA TRIP

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visited northern Gaza
yesterday and vowed to intensify military operations against Hamas until all
war objectives are achieved. He was accompanied by the country's
Defense Minister, head of the military and other senior officials. The visit
came as Gaza-based health authorities reported that the death toll from
the 18-month Israeli offensive had surpassed 51,000. Mr Netanyahu
praised Israeli troops for what he called 'a remarkable job.'

Meanwhile, the Israeli military has continued its strikes on the Gaza



strip. According to Gaza-based health authorities, an Israeli airstrike hit the
gate of a hospital in the Mawasi area of Khan Younis, killing at least one
medic and injuring nine other patients and medical staff. An Israeli military
spokesperson stated that the strike targeted the head of a Hamas terrorist
cell and a combat zone commander.

Yesterday, Mr Netanyahu told French President Emmanuel Macron
that he opposes the establishment of a Palestinian state, reaffirming his
long-held stance amid growing international support for a two-state
solution. In a phone call, Netanyahu expressed strong opposition to
Palestinian statehood, calling it 'a major reward for terrorism.' He warned
that a Palestinian state established just minutes from Israeli cities would
become a stronghold of Iranian terrorism.

<><><>MANIK/IANS/0818

India and US will hold discussions on the Bilateral Trade Agreement this
week. The two countries signed the terms of reference for the first part of
the bilateral trade deal. Briefing the media in New Delhi, Commerce and
Industry Secretary Sunil Barthwal said, both sides have broadly come to an
understanding on the next steps towards a mutually beneficial, multi-sector
Bilateral Trade Agreement, with the goal of finalising its first tranche later
this year. More from our correspondent:

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has said, the northeast
region is at the heart of many key Indian policies like Neighbourhood First,
Act East or the BIMSTEC and asserted that the region's relevance will grow
with time. He was addressing a meeting of ambassadors for the upcoming
North East Investors Summit 2025, organised by the Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region yesterday. Dr Jaishankar urged
foreign envoys to explore the region and promote its attributes to their
governments and industries.

[S/B- JAISHANKAR NORTH EAST-20 SECS]

Cargo traffic on National Waterways reached a record high of 145.5
million tonnes during the Financial Year 2024-25. The Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways said this in a statement yesterday. It said, Cargo



traffic on National Waterways has recorded a compound annual growth
rate of 20.86 per cent in the last fiscal. The Ministry said, in Financial Year
2025, traffic movement registered a year-on-year growth of 9.34 per cent
compared to the previous financial year.

TRIPTI MP-1

16-04-25
MORN. MAHA GOVT IBM MOU

Maharashtra Government has signed a memorandum of
understanding with IBM Technology (India) for administrative
transformation through AL. The MoU was signed in the presence of Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis, Deputy Chief Ministers Eknath Shinde and Ajit
Pawar in Mumbai yesterday. Under the agreement, 3 Artificial Intelligence
(AI) Centres will be set up in Mumbai, Pune and Nagpur and government
employees and students will be trained in Al, cybersecurity and cloud
technologies with the help of IBM's educational and training platform. The
objective is to enhance public service delivery and administrative efficiency
by using modern technologies like Al, Hybrid Cloud, Data Analytics among
others.

<><><> ANKITA APTE/SWEETY/MUMBAI/MAIL/0514

TRIPTI::ANJALI MP-1
16.04.2025

CPI- MARCH

India's retail inflation eased to 3.34 per cent in the last month driven
by significant easing in food prices. The Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation said, it is the lowest year-on-year inflation in
nearly six years, after August, 2019. Inflation in rural areas stood at 3.25
percent and in urban regions it was 3.43 percent.

The food inflation rate for the last month, based on the All India
Consumer Food Price Index, is provisionally reported at 2.69 percent, down
from 3.75 percent recorded in February. It was lowest after November,
2021.



According to the Ministry, decline in headline inflation and food
inflation during the month of March is mainly attributed to decline in
inflation of Vegetables, Eggs, Pulses and products, Meat and fish, Cereals
and Milk products.

<><><> CB/AYUSHI/MM/ 0626

SWATI DP-1 16.04.25
BIP-NATIONAL HERALD

The BJP today accused Congress of trying to intimidate the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) following chargesheet against its senior
leaders Rahul Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi in the National Herald case.
Addressing a press conference in New Delhi, senior BIP leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad said, the ED's action in the National Herald case is a
standard legal procedure in which the Congress is trying to create
hindrance through its protests today. He accused the party of being corrupt
and said that it bribed officials during its rule to write off massive loans it
owed in this matter. He added that party has also acquired land illegally
under the guise of the Young India organization.

[SB - Ravi Shankar Prasad]

<https://www.youtube.com/live/Q-

T tstPFE?si=46MWBIp3C5I8nxLK> ]
Meanwhile, Congress is holding nationwide protests over the

chargesheet against its senior leaders. The party has termed the ED’s
action as vendetta politics. Yesterday, the ED had filed a chargesheet in
Delhi's Rouse Avenue Court, naming Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi in a
money laundering case related to the National Herald newspaper.
<><><>

ADARSH/DIWAKER/1133

SWATI DP-I 16.04.2025
CHHATTISGARH-ENCOUNTER

Two Maoists have been killed in an encounter with security forces in
Chhattisgarh's Bastar region. The two Maoists were carrying a collective



bounty of 13 lakh rupees. The gunfight took place last evening in a forest
of Kilam-Bargum villages along the border of Kondagaon and Narayanpur
districts when a team of District Reserve Guard was out on an anti-Naxalite
operation. So far, bodies of two Maoists, along with one AK-47 rifle and
other weapons and explosives, have been recovered from the spot. The
search operation was underway in the area. <><><>

VIKALP SHUKLA/RAIPUR/MAIL/1059
SWATI DP-11 16.04.2025

G4-RELIGIOUS REPRESENTATION

India and other G4 nations including Brazil, Germany, and Japan
have opposed proposals to allocate seats based on religion in a reformed
UN Security Council. India’s Permanent Representative to the United
Nations, Parvathaneni Harish said, proposals to introduce new parameters
in reforming the Council such as religious affiliation run counter to establish
UN practice. He was speaking at a meeting of Intergovernmental
Negotiations (IGN) at UN Headquarter in New York yesterday on Council
reforms on behalf of the G4 yesterday. India’s UN envoy stressed that
regional representation, not religion is the established basis for Council
membership.

Turkiye President Recep Tayyip Erdogan had recently said that an
Islamic country should be a permanent member of the Council, while the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation had backed representation for the
Islamic Ummah. He reiterated G4's position that a decision on member
states that will become permanent members of a reformed Council is a
decision to be taken by the General Assembly in a democratic manner.
Currently, the Council’s five permanent members include China and US, UK,
France, Russia. <><><>

NEELAM/NET/IANS/1118

GAURAV EP-I
15.04.2025
INDIA - PAKISTAN WAQF

India has strongly rejected the motivated and baseless comments
made by Pakistan on the Wagf Amendment Act enacted by the Parliament.
In response to media queries regarding comments made by Pakistan on



Wagf Bill, MEA Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said, Pakistan has no locus
standi to comment on a matter that is internal to India. He said, Pakistan
would do better to look at its own abysmal record when it comes to
protecting the rights of minorities, instead of preaching to others.

<><>ANUPAM/2109



