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DIWAKER EP-1 17/04/2025
VP- SUPREME COURT

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar has expressed concern over the
recent ruling of the Supreme Court prescribing a timeline for the President



to decide on bills. He said, India had not bargained for a democracy where
judges will legislate, perform executive functions and act as what he called
the Super Parliament. Addressing the 6th batch of Rajya Sabha interns at
the Vice-President’s Enclave in New Delhi today, Mr Dhankhar underlined
that one has to be extremely sensitive while exercising power.

(Byte- Vice President)

The Vice President remarks came days after Apex Court's verdict in
which it set a deadline for the President and the Governors to give assent
to legislations. Stressing on the principle of separation of power, Mr
Dhankhar emphasised when the government is elected by people, it is
accountable to Parliament where one can ask questions. But if this
executive governance is by judiciary, how one can ask questions and whom
one can hold accountable in election. He emphasised that time has come
when the three institutions- legislature, judiciary, and executive, must
blossom Referring to the recent incident of reported cash recovery from
the residence of a Delhi High Court Judge, the Vice President said that it is
now over a month and let the worms and skeletons be in public domain so
that cleansing takes place. He added that Constitution of India has
accorded immunity from prosecution only to the President and Governors.
<><> Diwaker / Anand 1634

SANJIO EP-I 17.04.2025
PM - YAMUNA REVIEW MEETING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today chaired a comprehensive review
meeting in New Delhi to assess the current status of the Yamuna River and
discuss ongoing and future plans for its cleaning and rejuvenation. The
agency wise action plan to clean the river was reviewed in the meeting. Mr
Modi advised that the best available technology should be harnessed to
gather micro level real-time data to measure the flows in the drains as well
as monitor the functioning of the sewage treatment plants. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, Jal Shakti Minister C. R. Patil, Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta and senior officials of the government were attended the
meeting. During the meeting, it was also decided that Delhi will prepare an
Urban River Management Plan, for holistic water management, and
integrate it with the City Master Plan. Prime Minister Modi said that the
experience of people of Delhi while celebrating the festival of Chhath Puja
should improve.

<><>DIPENDRA/1613



SANJIO EP-I 17.04.2025
EVE RAINATH - DEFENCE

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that the government has
reserved 75 per cent of the defence budget for procurement from domestic
companies. Speaking at Defence Conclave in New Delhi today, Mr Singh
pointed out that defence production in the country has risen from 40
thousand crore rupees in 2014 to over one lakh 27 thousand crore rupees
today. He added that the government has set a target to produce defence
equipment worth three lakh crore rupees by 2029.

(Byte - Rajnath Singh)

The Minister said, that under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the revival and strengthening of the defence sector is one
of the biggest priorities for the government. Mr Singh emphasised that
India will reduce its dependency on imports and create a defence industrial
complex that will not only meet India’s needs but will also strengthen the
potential of defence exports. On Defence exports, the Minister underscored
that the figures had surged from 686 crore rupees in 2013-14 to over 23
thousand crore in 2024-25.

<><>DIPENDRA/1553

SANJIO EP-I 17.04.2025
MEA - BRIEFING

India is working closely with the Belgium for the extradition of
fugitive businessman Mehul Choksi. Briefing media in New Delhi today,
External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that the Mehul
Choksi was arrested in Belgium following the extradition request made by
India.

(Byte - Randhir Jaiswal)

On 26/11 Mumbai attacks mastermind Tahawwur Rana's extradition
to India, Mr Jaiswal said that the extradition of Rana serves as a reminder
to Pakistan that it needs to bring to justice other perpetrators of the
Mumbai attacks, whom it continues to shield. He said, Pakistan may try
very hard, but its reputation as the epicentre of global terrorism will not
diminish. Mr Jaiswal also responded to comments made by Pakistan’s Army
Chief on Kashmir saying that Kashmir is India’s Union Territory.

(Byte - Randhir Jaiswal)



<><> DIPENDRA/BHANU/1653

SANJIO EP-1 17/04/2025
AIIMS- RANKING
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi has been
named the 97th best hospital globally in the World's Best Hospitals 2024
ranking by Newsweek and Statista. This prestigious recognition highlights
AIIMS excellence in delivering high-quality healthcare, advancing medical
research and providing affordable treatment to millions.The Newsweek-
Statista ranking has evaluated over two thousand 400 hospitals across 30
countries based on patient satisfaction, clinical outcomes, hygiene
standards, and recommendations from healthcare professionals. Besides,
AIIMS, New Delhi, the Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER) in Chandigarh ranked 228th in the list. Founded in
1962, PGIMER continues to serve as a vital healthcare and training hub in
northern India. One private hospital in Gurgaon has secured 146th rank.
The inclusion of these Indian hospitals in the global ranking
showcases India’s growing prominence in healthcare.
<><> Anand/ 1816

ANJIO: MEENU EP-1 17-04-25
MUMBAI-SITHARAMAN

Union Finance Minister Sitharaman today lauded the Bombay Stock
Exchange’s (BSE) technological advancements and its vital role in India’s
economic development. The Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE), Asia’s oldest
stock exchange, marked a historic milestone as it celebrated its 150th
anniversary and Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman was the chief guest
at the celebration. Addressing the gathering, Ms. Sitharaman said BSE
processes orders worth Rs 1,500 crore daily, reflecting the seamless
integration of cutting-edge technology. She added that this truly is a
barometer of where the Indian economy is headed. She emphasized that
the government’s budget focus has been on “inclusive growth,” and India
remains well-positioned to navigate global disruptions with policy agility
and long-term strategic investments. She added that the strong regulatory
framework of the BSE has played a key role in this stability.

<>C PRARTHANA/ SWEETY JAIN/MUMBAI/MAIL/1751HRS.



SANJIO EP-1 17.04.2025

MANDAVIYA NDTL

Union Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya inaugurated the world's 17th
Athlete Passport Management Unit at the National Dope Testing Laboratory
in New Delhi today. The Athlete Passport Management Unit is a specialized
unit dedicated to monitoring and managing athletes biological passports,
ensuring fair play and upholding the integrity of clean sport. Speaking on
the occasion, the Minister called APMU a key milestone in the country's
fight against doping, enabling the longitudinal tracking of Athletes
Biological profiles through the Athlete Biological Passport (ABP) system. He
added that this innovative mechanism will help in detecting doping patterns
and protect the fairness of sports by identifying unethical practices. Dr.
Mandaviya emphasized the potential of regional collaboration, highlighting
India’s readiness to extend support to neighbouring countries by sharing
expertise and resources through the APMU. He stressed on the need for
greater involvement of Sports Federations, Organizations, Universities and
Institutes of early education on Doping and the launch of awareness
companion in Rural Areas. Dr Mandaviya also expressed hope that APMU
can become a beacon of support for Global South
<<<>>> BHANU/1725
EVE INCOME TAX BILL-MEETING

The Select Committee of Lok Sabha on the new Income Tax Bill -
2025 today held a meeting at the Parliament House in New Delhi. The 31-
member panel is headed by BJP MP Baijayant Panda. The Committee will
submit its report on the first day of the Monsoon session of Parliament.
The Income-Tax Bill 2025 aims at consolidating and amending the law
relating to income tax. It was introduced in the Lok Sabha during the first-
half of Budget session of Parliament. Later the draft law was refered to the
Select Committee of the House.

<><><>DIPENDRA/1750

MANOGYAN DP-I 17.04.2025
PURI - NATIONAL HERALD CASE

BJP today said that the National Herald case in which senior Congress
leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi have been chargesheeted by the
ED, is an open and shut case of corruption and fraud. Briefing media in
New Delhi, senior party leader and Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri hit



out at Congress for its protest following the action by the agency. He said
the ED’s current investigation is not new in this matter as it is a case that
began in 2012-2013, long before the BIJP came to power at the Centre.
The Minister added that property worth around two thousand crore rupees
was acquired for just 50 lakh rupees in this case. Mr. Puri also alleged that
Congress party has used their lawyers to somehow delay and derail the
case.
(BYTE- HARDEEP PURI)
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