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SANT:HC DP-1

20.04.2025
WB- MAMATA

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has appealed to the
people of the state to maintain peace and integrity amidst the recent
political violence, rumours and provocation to disturbances in connection
with the protest against the Wagf Amendment Act .

In an open letter to the public, she accused the BJP and its allies of
carrying out disturbances in West Bengal. She also alleged that the BIP is
indulging in polarization on the basis of religion. Referring to the
administrative steps taken by the state government, she warned that
nobody will be spared if found guilty. <><>

S.Mandal,
KOLKATA, MAIL, 1026 HRS

SANT DP-1

20.04.2025
DAY VANCE - INDIA VISIT

Vice President of the United States of America J D Vance will arrive in
New Delhi tomorrow morning on a four day official visit to India. He will be
accompanied by Second Lady of the US, Usha Vance, their children and
senior members of the U.S. Administration. This will be Vice President
Vance’s first visit to India. He will meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi
tomorrow evening. The Vice President and his delegation will have other
engagements in Delhi and are also scheduled to visit Jaipur and Agra
before departing for Washington D.C.

Ministry of External Affairs said, the visit will provide an opportunity
for both sides to review the progress in bilateral relations and the
implementation of the outcomes of the India-U.S. Joint Statement issued
on 13th February this year during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's to the
US. The two sides will also exchange views on regional and global
developments of mutual interest.

<><>ANUPAM/1047
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ISRO- STELLITE BASED NOZZLE

In line with its self-reliance mission, ISRO has developed an
alternative for the imported Columbium material used for the nozzle
divergent in the fourth stage of PSLV launch vehicle. It has indigenously
developed the nozzle divergent made of Stellite. This alternate material is a
cobalt based alloy with additions of Chromium, Nickel, Tungsten and Iron.
The tests conducted on the Stellite made nozzle divergent has proved that
it can retain strength at high temperatures up to 1150 degree Celsius.
ISRO had conducted three tests earlier and a final test on April 8th where it
was proven successful after a hot test lasting for a duration of 665
seconds. The test was conducted at ISRO Propulsion Complex in
Mahendragiri in Tamilnadu. The use of Stellite nozzle divergent in PSLV will
save ISRO 90 percent of the cost incurred on imported Columbium. The
ISRO facility in Mahendragiri had also successfully carried out hot tests of
human rate Vikas Engine to be used for the Gaganyaan programme. Vikas
engine is designed and developed within the country and is named after
Vikram Sarabhai, the father of the Indian Space programme. The human
rated launch vehicle LVM 3 G will use two Vikas engines in clustered
configuration to carry the astronauts to outer space.<><><>

Sudhindra

/Bengaluru/MAIL/1902 HRS
MK MP-1 20.04.2025

WB GOVERNOR-CENTRE

West Bengal Governor C.V. Ananda Bose has said that he will take up
the incident of communal violence at Murshidabad with Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and also submit a report on his findings on the ground-
level situations there to the Central government. The Governor told the
mediapersons on his way back to Kolkata after completing his tour of the
troubled areas in Murshidabad district. He said that what he learned from
the affected people is that barbaric attacks have been conducted on them.
He said such attacks are not acceptable in a civilised society. The Governor
said that he would take up the matter with the Chief Minister as well as
with the Union government. He also said it is the responsibility of both the
Union and state governments to protect the people.

Mr Bose also said that the situation in the troubled areas has
improved to a great extent following the deployment of central armed



police forces there..<><><>
mk/IANS/0540HRS

MK MP-I 20.04.2025
PM-CS DAY
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address Civil Servants on the
occasion of 17th Civil Services Day in New Delhi tomorrow. He will also
confer the Prime Minister’s Awards for Excellence in Public Administration.
This year, 16 awards will be given by Mr Modi in the categories of
Holistic Development of Districts, Aspirational Blocks Programme and
Innovation to civil servants.
<><><>CB/SAKLEN/0528HRS

MK MP-I
20.04.2025
MORN.FM-VISIT

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will be on an official visit to the
United States and Peru beginning today. During her two-day stay at San
Francisco in US, Ms. Sitharaman will deliver a keynote address at the
Hoover Institution at Stanford University and will interact with top CEOs
from prominent fund management firms, besides holding bilateral meetings
with CEOs from top information technology firms. The Minister is also
scheduled to participate in an event featuring the Indian diaspora and will
interact with the Indian community settled there.

During her visit to Washington from 22nd of this month, the Finance
Minister will participate in the Spring Meetings of the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank, besides the 2nd G20 Finance Ministers
and Central Bank Governor Meetings, Development Committee Plenary,
IMFC Plenary, and Global Sovereign Debt Roundtable meeting.

During her maiden visit to Peru from the coming April 26th, Ms
Sitharaman will lead an Indian delegation of officials from the Ministry of
Finance and business leaders, highlighting the strengthening bilateral
economic and trade relations between the two nations.

<><><>cb/PRIYA/0418HRS

MK MP-I 20.04.2025



EASTER CELEBRATION -PREZ-VP

The festival of Easter is being celebrated across the world today. It
signifies the resurrection of Jesus Christ after his crucifixion and death at
Calvary on Good Friday.

Reports of Easter celebrations have been received from different
parts of the country and abroad. Special mass are being held at churches
to mark the day.

President Droupadi Murmu and Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar
have extended their greetings to all citizens, especially the Christian
community residing in India and abroad on the occasion.

In her message, the President said that the sacred festival of Easter,
commemorating the resurrection of Lord Jesus Christ, conveys a message
of selfless love and service. She said the sacrifice of Jesus Christ teaches
the values of renunciation and forgiveness, and His life inspires humanity
to follow the path of truth, justice, and compassion. The President urged
everyone to adopt the life values of Jesus Christ and promote peace and
prosperity in society.

The Vice President in his message, said that Easter symbolizes hope
and renewal through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He added that the
timeless teachings of compassion, forgiveness, and service by Jesus Christ
guide citizens toward building a harmonious society. Mr. Dhankhar wished
that the holy day inspire everyone to renew their commitment to the
welfare of the vulnerable, and that peace and renewal fill the homes and
communities of the nation.<><><>

NET/cb/PRIYA/0444HRS

MK MP-II 20.04.2025
MORN.PM SAUDI VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to arrive in Jeddah on a
two-day visit to Saudi Arabia on Tuesday, marking the first visit by an



Indian Prime Minister to the city in over four decades.The visit highlights
the remarkable transformation of India-Saudi Arabia relations, from modest
beginnings to a comprehensive strategic partnership spanning economic,
defense, and cultural cooperation. This visit is especially significant, as past
Indian prime ministerial visits were confined to Riyadh. The last Indian
Prime Minister to visit Jeddah was Indira Gandhi in 1982. Today, Jeddah
stands as Saudi Arabia’s second-largest city, a key commercial hub along
the Red Sea, in the historic Hejaz region. It also serves as the gateway to
Mecca and Medina, the two holiest cities in Islam. Our correspondent has

filed this report:
(V/C Vinod Kumar)
The diplomatic relationship, formally established in 1947

following India's independence, has witnessed significant
milestones over its 78-year history. The 1955 visit by King Saud
marked the first Saudi royal visit to India, while King Abdullah’s
landmark 2006 trip laid the groundwork for accelerated

cooperation in the early 21st century.

The relationship entered a new phase in 2010 when both nations
upgraded their ties to a Strategic Partnership, reflecting growing
mutual interests in regional stability, energy security, and
economic cooperation.

Prime Minister Modi's first visit to Saudi Arabia in 2016
represented a turning point in bilateral relations. During this trip,
King Salman conferred the Kingdom's highest civilian honor, the
'King Abdulaziz Sash, ' on PM Modi. The visit established enhanced

frameworks for cooperation across political, economic_security,
and defense sectors.

By 2019, the relationship had matured further when Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman visited India in February, followed by
Modi'’s return visit in October of the same year. These exchanges
culminated in the establishment of the Strategic Partnership
Council, institutionalizing high-level engagement across multiple
sectors.

Prime Minister Modi shares a strong personal rapport with Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, who is also the Prime Minister of
the Kingdom. Their bilateral relationship has been marked by

warmth and high-level engagement with the two leaders meeting
five times prior to 2025. Their most recent meeting was at the




G20 Summit in New Delhi in September 2023, where the Saudi
Crown Prince also participated in the launch of the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEEC). This is Vinod Kumar For
Akashvani News from Jeddah

The current visit coincides with the 70th anniversary of King Saud's
historic first visit to India and builds upon an intensified diplomatic calendar
that has seen 11 Indian ministerial visits since January 2024, to the
Kingdom.

<><><>cb/Vinod Kumar/ Dubai/Mail/0337HRS

MK MP-I11 20.04.2025
US - PROTESTS

In the United States, thousands of people across the country joined
protests against President Donald Trump in a movement called "50501"
which is a short for "50 protests, 50 states, 1 movement." The
demonstrations were held on the 250th anniversary of the American
Revolutionary War.

Protesters gathered in major cities and outside the White House.

The protests remained mostly peaceful, although there were some
confrontations.

Earlier in April, an even larger protest movement the "Hands Off"
demonstrations drew massive crowds in 1,200 locations, making it the
biggest protest since Trump returned to office.

MAYUR/NET/BBC

MK MP-1 20.04.2025
BJP- WAQF CAMPAIGN

The Bharatiya Janata Party is launching a nationwide campaign-
'Wagf Sudhar Janjagaran Abhyan' from today to spread awareness about
the benefits of the Waqgf (Amendment) Act. The campaign will continue till
5th of next month. Under the campaign, BIP leaders and workers will visit
to Muslim communities and make them aware about the amended act.

BIP President JP Nadda had announced about this campaign in a
workshop attended by party office-bearers and others from across the
country at its headquarters in New Delhi on 10th of this month. Mr. Nadda
had also accused the opposition parties of misleading Muslims over the



provisions of the amended law as part of its vote-bank politics. He asserted
that the Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led government is determined to
make welfare programmes of the Waqf with transparent and efficient
management of its properties.

<><><>RAHISUDDIEN/0730HRS

MK MP-11 20.04.2025
RUSSIA UKRAINE-EASTER TRUCE

Russian President Vladimir Putin has announced a 30-hour Easter
truce in Ukraine, ordering his forces to stop all military activity until
2:30am tomorrow, as per Indian timings. He said the pause is based on
humanitarian considerations and expects Ukraine to follow suit, but added
that Russian troops should be ready to respond to any violations.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said Ukraine
would respect the truce if Russia truly does the same, but noted ongoing
fighting and drone activity in some areas. He reiterated Ukraine’s support
for a longer 30-day ceasefire, proposed earlier by the US, and said they're
willing to extend the truce beyond April 20 if Russia agrees.

The UK also urged Mr Putin to show he's serious about peace by
committing to a full ceasefire, not just a short pause.

MAYUR/NET/BBC/0707HRS



