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SANJIO EP-II 16-04-2025
SC WAQF LAW

The Supreme Court today held back its interim order on the new
Wadf law after the Centre asked for more time to prepare its argument on
the three points raised by the apex court. The Apex Court will now hear the



matter tomorrow. A Bench of Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna and Justices
Sanjay Kumar and K.V. Viswanathan asked Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the Centre, on how “waqf by user” can be disallowed as
many will not have requisite documents to get such wagfs registered.

The three-judge bench considered passing an interim order on the
petitions challenging the new Wagf Act. The bench raised three key points.
It said, the properties declared by Courts as Waqf should not be de-
notified, whether they are by "waqgf-by-user" or "wagf by deed", while the
Court is hearing the challenge to the Waqgf Amendment Act 2025. The
Court further said it will order that provision of the Amendment Act, as per
which a Wagf property will not be treated as a Waqgf while the Collector is
conducting inquiry whether the property is a Government land, will not be
given effect to. The Court also said it will order that all Members of the
Wagqf Boards and Central Waqgf Council must be Muslims, except the ex-
officio members.

However, the interim order which the court suggested did not pass
today. The Court finally decided that arguments will continue tomorrow.
CJI Khanna at the end of the hearing expressed concern over the violence
that has broken out in West Bengal against the amendments to Waqgf Act.
<<<>>> SANJIO/NET/1747
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RAILWAY-VAISHNAW

Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw today commemorated the 172nd
anniversary of India’s first train journey, recalling the historic moment
when the inaugural train departed from Bori Bunder to Thane in
Maharashtra on 16th of April in 1853. In a social media post, the Minister
described it as a landmark day in the nation's history, marking the birth of
Indian Railways. He said, the day was declared a public holiday to
celebrate the occasion. Recounting the details of that iconic journey, Mr
Vaishnaw shared that the train consisted of 14 coaches carrying 400
invited passengers. The train was hauled by three engines named Sindh,
Sultan, and Saheb, and covered a distance of 34 kilometers in 1 hour and
15 minutes. Highlighting the legacy of the railways, the Minister remarked
that since that first journey, Indian Railways has remained steadfast in its
commitment to serve the country. <><><>
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