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FUR. REV. EVE. PREZ - PORTUGAL VISIT - DAY 2 : Delegation-level talks were held

between India and Portugal. On the second and concluding day of President
Droupadi Murmu's visit to Portugal, the President held a one-on-one meeting with
the Speaker of the Assembly of Portugal, Jose Pedro Aguiar-Branco. President



Murmu also received a Guard of Honour at the Assembly of Portugal. The MEA said
President Droupadi Murmu held productive talks with the Speaker of the Assembly
of Portugal, Jose Pedro Aguiar-Branco. Both sides discussed ways to fortify
relations. President Murmu also interacted with members of Parliament, besides
meeting with members of the India-Portugal Parliamentary Friendship Group.

REV. PM - MUDRA YOJANA: Prime Minister Narendra Modi today asserted that his
government will continue focusing on ensuring a robust ecosystem where every
aspiring entrepreneur has access to credit, giving them the confidence and a
chance to grow. In a social media post on the 10th anniversary of Pradhan Mantri
Mudra Yojana, he highlighted that the scheme has turned several dreams into
reality, empowering people who were previously overlooked with the financial
support to shine. Mr. Modi said half of the Mudra beneficiaries belong to SC, ST and
OBC Communities, and over 70 percent of the beneficiaries are women. The Prime
Minister noted that every Mudra loan carries with it dignity, self-respect and
opportunity. He added that this scheme has also ensured social inclusion and
economic freedom besides financial inclusion. Prime Minister Modi also interacted
with beneficiaries of the scheme at his residence and underlined that Mudra
Yojana has given opportunities to countless people to showcase their
entrepreneurial skills. He said 33 lakh crore rupees have been given to the people
of the country without any guarantee under this scheme and this Mudra Yojana is
an eye-opener for any government. He also said his aim is that every common
citizen of the country should be filled with confidence. BYTE- PM

During his interaction with the beneficiaries, the Prime Minister highlighted
the Mudra scheme is intended to give courage to the youth of the country to stand
on their own feet. He highlighted that the scheme aims to empower the youth,
making them self-reliant and confident; with the ability to become job creators
rather than just job seekers. BYTE- PM

During the interaction, the beneficiaries shared their entrepreneurial
experiences with the Prime Minister. One beneficiary from Rae Bareli said that the
scheme has completely transformed her life. Another beneficiary from Bhopal said
the scheme gave him confidence to leave his job and start a business. Bytes-
Beneficiaries

The Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana provides collateral-free loans of up to 20
lakh rupees to micro and small enterprises. In the last ten years, more than 52
crore loans worth around 33 lakh crore rupees have been sanctioned under the
scheme. Among states, Tamil Nadu has recorded the highest disbursal, followed by
Uttar Pradesh and Karnataka. Jammu and Kashmir leads among Union Territories.
The Mudra Yojana has received international recognition as well, with the



International Monetary Fund acknowledging its role in promoting inclusive
entrepreneurship in India.

REV. REGIONAL RURAL BANKS: The Department of Financial Services (DFS) has
notified the amalgamation of 26 Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) under the "One
State, One RRB" principle. This is the fourth phase of the RRB consolidation
process. The Ministry of Finance rolled out the amalgamation plan in November last
year, building on improvements in efficiency from previous phases. Following
consultations with stakeholders, 26 RRBs across 10 states and one Union Territory
have been merged, focusing on enhancing scale, efficiency, and cost
rationalization. Currently, 43 RRBs operate across 26 states and two Union
Territories. Post-amalgamation, there will be 28 RRBs covering 700 districts with
more than 22,000 branches. Around 92 percent of these branches are located in
rural and semi-urban areas.

REV. RAJASTHAN COURT: A special court in Jaipur has sentenced life imprisonment
to four terrorists convicted in the case of finding a live bomb during the serial bomb
blasts in Jaipur 17 years ago. Special Court Judge Ramesh Kumar Joshi delivered
the sentence today. On April 4, the court convicted Saifurrahman, Mohammad Saif,
Mohammad Sarwar Azmi, and Shahbaz Ahmed. The 600-page verdict noted that
the court considered the case a serious matter, labeling terrorism as a severe threat
to society. The court emphasized that no leniency could be shown to such
criminals. The bombings, which took place on May 13, 2008, in the walled city of
Jaipur, killed 71 people and injured 185 others. A ninth bomb was discovered in
Chandpole Bazar and was defused before it could explode. Public prosecutor Sagar
Tiwari told the media that the court treated the case with the utmost seriousness.

ENFORCEMENT DIRECTORATE: In Tamil Nadu, K.N. Ravichandran, the head of
one of the leading real estate firms, TVH, is being interrogated by the Enforcement
Directorate in Chennai this afternoon. Officials from the Enforcement Directorate
conducted searches at several locations belonging to Ravichandran, his brother
and State Minister K.N. Nehru, and also Arun Nehru, an MP and the son of the
Minister. It is said that the raids were conducted as part of an illegal transaction.

FUR. REV EVE DUBAI CROWN PRINCE: Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Crown
Prince of Dubai, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defence of UAE, Sheikh
Hamdan Bin Mohammed Al Maktoum today in New Delhi. In a social media post, Mr
Modi said Dubai has played a key role in advancing the India-UAE Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. He said this special visit reaffirms India-UAE's deep-rooted
friendship and paves the way for even stronger collaboration in the future.



Earlier today, the visiting dignitary held meetings with External Affairs
Minister, Dr S Jaishankar and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. In a social media
post, Dr Jaishankar expressed appreciation for the Crown Prince's positive
sentiments regarding the wide-ranging cooperation and vibrant ties between the
two nations. The Defence Minister said in a social media post that the meeting was
productive. He said that the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with the UAE is of
immense priority for India. He added that in the coming years, India is eager to
work closely in areas such as defence cooperation, co-production and
co-development projects, innovation and technology. He emphasised that both
India and the UAE are committed to work towards peace and prosperity in the
region. The Crown Prince arrived in New Delhi this morning. Minister of State
Suresh Gopi received him at the airport in the national capital. This is his first official
visit to India as the Crown Prince of Dubai. He is accompanied by several Ministers,
senior government officials and a high level business delegation. Later this
evening, the Crown Prince will leave for Mumbai, where he will participate in a
business roundtable with prominent business leaders from both sides. The
interaction will strengthen India - UAE economic and commercial cooperation
across traditional and futuristic areas.

HARDEEP PURI TARRIF: Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri has called for careful analysis in response to the tariffs imposed by the United
States. Speaking to media in New Delhi today, Mr. Puri said that development
regarding the tariffs should be allowed to evolve before taking any hasty decisions.
The Minister emphasized that tarrifs serve multiple purposes and can have varied
impacts, making it essential to approach the issue with cautious and proper
understanding. He assured that the Commerce Ministry is actively examining the
situation. Mr Puri also hit out at Congress for its comments on tariffs. He said that
anyone commenting on tariffs should first gain a clear understanding of their
nature and implications.

[ SB - Hardeep Singh Puri/ mail]

Talking about the decline in prices of natural gas and crude oil in the
international market, Mr Puri said that oil marketing companies have ample
headroom to deal with the evolving situation.

REV. SC-TN BILLS: The Supreme Court ruled that Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi
acted "illegal and erroneous" by reserving 10 bills, re-adopted by the state
assembly, for the President's approval. A bench of Justices ].B. Pardiwala and R.
Mahadevan ruled that it was not open for the Governor to reserve a bill for the
President, which was re-presented by the state government after being passed



again by the Assembly. Once the bills were re-presented to the Governor, he should
have approved them, as they were deemed assented to. The Court emphasized
that the Governor must act on the advice of the Chief Minister and cannot withhold
assent without justification. The bench stated that the Governor could not reserve
them for the President unless there were substantial differences in content
between the original and re-adopted versions. The bench also made it clear that
under Article 200 of the Constitution, the Governor does not have discretionary
power to withhold assent and must act on the advice of the Chief Minister and the
Council of Ministers. This ruling came after the Tamil Nadu government challenged
the Governor's actions, claiming he was acting as a political rival to the legitimately
elected state government. The Court also criticized the Governor for delaying his
decision for years. Chief Minister M.K. Stalin hailed the Supreme Court’s ruling as a
historic victory for Tamil Nadu and all state governments across India. Speaking in
the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly, CM Stalin said the verdict vindicated the
state’s stand on legislative autonomy.

MAHA- INDIA GLOBAL FORUM: Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
today said that the state is working to create a smooth and efficient ecosystem for
investors, ensuring that all areas benefit from progress. He expressed confidence
that balanced development will be seen throughout Maharashtra over the next five
years. Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis was speaking at the 'India Global Forum
Next 25' event held at the Jio World Centre in Bandra-Kurla Complex. The Chief
Minister said that Maharashtra is creating new investment opportunities and
supporting the global supply chain. The state is also leading in the field of Artificial
Intelligence. He said that to meet the workforce demands of these industries, a
dedicated Skill University is functional, ensuring there is no shortage of skilled
manpower in the state. He also highlighted the government's focus on industries
based on green and smart technologies.

NEW EVE IPL CRICKET: In the IPL Cricket, chasing a target of 239 runs, Kolkata
Knight Riders were at for in overs against Lucknow Super
Giants at Eden Gardens, Kolkata, when reports last came in. Earlier, sent into bat,
Lucknow Super Giants posted a massive 238 for three in the stipulated 20 overs
with the help of explosive half-centuries from Mitchell Marsh and Nicholas Pooran.
In the second match, Punjab Kings will face Chennai Super Kings at the Maharaja
Yadavindra Singh International Cricket Stadium in Chandigarh. The match is
scheduled to begin at 7:30 this evening.

CONGRESS - CWC MEETING
The meeting of the Central Working Committee, the highest decision-making body



of the Congress, was held at the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Memorial in
Ahmedabad. The meeting was attended by over 150 members, including National
President Mallikarjun Kharge, Congress Parliamentary Party Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, and Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi. Addressing the
media, Senior Congress leader and General Secretary of AICC KC Venugopal said
the Congress party will soon undergo a massive organizational restructuring, and
discussions regarding the revamp of the political party were held in today’s
extended Congress Working Committee (CWC) meeting. The party will take up
discussions on two resolutions: one regarding the key issues of national polity and
the other regarding the political situation in Gujarat, during the AICC session
scheduled to be held at Sabarmati Riverfront tomorrow. More than 3,000 delegates
from across the country, including senior party leaders, Chief Ministers of
Congress-ruled states, state presidents, CWC members, and special invitees, are
expected to attend the AICC session.
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