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NEW LS-WAQF:

The Lok Sabha is holding discussion on the Wagf (Amendment)
Bill, 2025 as proposed by a Joint Parliamentary Committee. The bill seeks
to improve the administration of Waqgf properties, introduce technology-
driven management, address complexities and ensure transparency.
consultation process of the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) was the
largest ever exercise carried out by a parliamentary panel in India's
democratic history. He said, the legislation has nothing to do with the
religious practice of Muslim and it only deals with the properties related to
Waqgf Boards. He said the government wants to make the Waqgf Boards
inclusive and secular.



Mr Rijiju accused the opposition of misleading people over the Bill. He
questioned that India has the highest Waqgf properties in the world then
why Indian Muslims are still poor. The Minority Affairs Minister also moved
the Mussalman Waqgf (Repeal) Bill, 2024.

Taking part in the discussion on the bill, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said, the bill has been brought after detailed deliberations by the
Joint Parliament Committee as approved by the Cabinet.

Anurag Thakur of BJP thanked several organisations for supporting
the bill. He said, it is time to amend the Waqf as this has become a base of
atrocity and corruption.

[(null) - 2100 ANURAG THAKUR -WAQF-HOPE - ]

Earlier, initiating the discussion, Gaurav Gogoi of Congress alleged
that through this bill the government wants to dilute the constitution,
defame minorities and divide Indian society.

Akhilesh Yadav of Samajwadi Party alleged, the Bill has been brought
by the government to hide its failure related to price rise, unemployment,
demonetisation and other issues.

[(null) - 2100 AKHILESH YADAV WAQF -HIDING FAILURE - ]

Several other members took part in the debate including, A Raja of
DMK, Krishna Prasad Tenneti of TDP, TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee, JD (U)
Leader and Union Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh (Lalan) and Ravi Shankar
Prasad of BJP. The discussion is underway.

SANJIO EP I 02.04.25

PM THAILAND VISIT (with VC)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a two-day visit to
Thailand tomorrow morning to participate in the 6th BIMSTEC Summit.
This will be the Prime Minister's third visit to Thailand after 2019 and 2016.

During the visit, the Prime Minister will hold bilateral talks with his
Thai counterpart Paetongtarn Shinawatra at Bangkok tomorrow. They will
review the progress in the entire gamut of bilateral relations and discuss
ways to add greater momentum to the India-Thailand bilateral partnership
and exchange views on regional and multilateral issues. They will also
witness the signing of several bilateral documents.

The theme of the 6th BIMSTEC Summit, to be held this Friday,
is "BIMSTEC - Prosperous, Resilient and Open." The Bangkok Vision 2030
will be adopted at the Summit, and the Report of the BIMSTEC Eminent



Persons' Group will also be endorsed to chart the future direction of
BIMSTEC. Prime Minister Modi is also expected to have an audience with
King Rama X and the Queen of Thailand.
(V/C ENG SUPARNA/HIN ANUPAM)

India and Thailand have historically warm bilateral relations,
shared civilizational, cultural, and religious bonds. Thailand is
India’s maritime neighbor, a valuable partner in the Act East
policy and Vision for the Indo-Pacific, and a highly valued partner
in BIMSTEC. Thailand is the third-largest economy in ASEAN and
India’s fourth-largest trading partner after Singapore, Indonesia,
and Malaysia in the ASEAN region. Bilateral trade is almost 15
billion dollars, with India’s exports to Thailand around 5 billion
and imports from Thailand about 10 billion dollars. India’s focus
on BIMSTEC is on institution and capacity building, strengthening
security, and increasing connectivity. A number of agreements
and declarations are likely to be concluded at the Summit. Prime
Minister's visit will present an opportunity to build on the positive
momentum in bilateral ties since his last visit in 2019. Suparna
Saikia, Akashvani News, Delhi.

<><>Suparna/1756 hrs

SANJIO EP-I 02-04-2025
PRESIDENT-PORTUGAL VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will embark on a four-day state visit to
Portugal and Slovakia from 7" of this month. During her visit to Portugal,
the President will meet and hold delegation level talks with her counterpart
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa. She will also meet the Prime Minister of Portugal
Luis Montenegro and the President of the National Assembly Jose Pedro
Aguiar-Branco.

This visit is taking place after a gap of 27 years. It comes as India
and Portugal are celebrating 50 years of re-establishment of diplomatic
relations. India and Portugal share historic and friendly bilateral ties which
have evolved over the years into a modern, multifaceted, and dynamic
partnership, characterised by robust growth and expansion across several
areas of cooperation. The visit will provide further impetus and renewed
momentum to India’s growing relations with Portugal.

Following this visit, President Murmu will travel to Slovakia from 9™



April to 10™ of April, at the invitation of President Peter Pellegrini. During
this visit, the President will hold bilateral meetings with President Peter
Pellegrini and Prime Minister Robert Fico. She will also meet the Speaker of
the National Council of the Slovak Republic Richard Rasi.

This will be the first visit by the President of India to Slovakia in 29
years. The State Visit by President reflects the importance India attaches to
its bilateral relations with Slovakia. It will provide an opportunity to further
strengthen and broaden our bilateral ties.

The President will also interact with members of the Indian
community during these visits.
<><>PALLAVI/1757 HRS

SHUKLA DP-I 02-04-2025
PM - PRADHATNA ARTICLE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 is more than a reform and is the nation’s intellectual
renaissance. He mentioned that the NEP is paving the way for a self-
reliant, globally competitive nation through education and innovation. Mr
Modi said this while sharing Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s article in a newspaper highlighting the transformation India’s
education sector has undergone in the last decade. Meanwhile, Mr Pradhan
refuted the allegations that the education system has veered off its course
in the last decade and exclaimed that nothing could be further from the
truth. He mentioned that corruption and governance deficit were the
defining features of the country’s educational past and the NEP 2020
represents a decisive break from this. He added that it is not merely an
education reform but the intellectual decolonisation that India had awaited
for a long time.
<><>ADARSH/1318
SHUKLA::DIVYA DPP 02.04.2025
MANDAVIYA - YOUTH PARLIAMENT

Union Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya has
called upon the youth of the country to work with the spirit of nation first.
Addressing the Viksit Bharat Youth Parliament in New Delhi today, Dr
Mandaviya said, the youth of the country will play an important role in
making India a developed country. He added that the theme of the two
days event is Viksit Bharat asking youth to contribute to the nation’s
growth. He said these youths have been selected from 300 districts of the



country and the Youth Parliament will give an opportunity to understand
the democratic nature of the country.

(Byte - Mansukh Mandaviya) IN GMAIL

The Youth Affairs and Sports Ministry is organizing the Viksit Bharat
Youth Parliament. The event serves as a powerful platform to connect
young individuals with politics and public policy, fostering their engagement
in governance and nation-building. The ideas and discussions generated
through this initiative will pave the way for a new era of youth-led policy
engagement and national progress.

DIPENDRA/1155
SANJIO EPI 2.4.25
IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department has said that heat wave conditions
are very likely to continue at isolated pockets of Saurashtra and Kutch
during next seven days and West Rajasthan during 5th to 8th of April. Heat
wave conditions are also likely to continue over Gujarat region during 6th
to 8th February and over East Rajasthan on 7th and 8th April. Met
department said maximum temperature is likely to increase over northwest
India by 3 to 5 degrees Celsius during next seven days.

The weatherman has also predicted thunderstorm, lightning and
hailstorm along with isolated heavy rainfall over many parts of South
Peninsular India from today to 6th April. Moderate to intense thunderstorm
along with lightning and hailstorm activity is also likely over central and
adjoining north Peninsular India during next two days.
<><>Suparna/1755 hrs
IPL

In IPL T20 Cricket, Hosts Royal Challengers Bengaluru will lock horns
with Gujarat Titans at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium today. The match will
start at 7.30 pm. Royal Challengers Bengaluru continue to lead the
standings with four points and highest Net Run Rate.



